
CHAPTER IX
Algebraic Spaces

This chapter gives the basic results concerning solutions of polynomial equa­
tions in several variables over a field k. First it will be proved that if such
equations have a common zero in some field, then they have a common zero in
the algebraic closure of k, and such a zero can be obtained by the process known
as specialization. However, it is useful to deal with transcendental extensions
of k as welL Indeed, if p is a prime ideal in k[X] == k[XJ, ... , Xn], then
k[X]/p is a finitely generated ring over k, and the images Xi of Xi in this ring
may be transcendental over k, so we are led to consider such rings.

Even if we want to deal only with polynomial equations over a field, we are
led in a natural way to deal with equations over the integers Z. Indeed, if the
equations are homogeneous in the variables, then we shall prove in §3 and §4
that there are universal polynomials in their coefficients which determine whether
these equations have a common zero or not. "Universal" means that the coef­
ficients are integers, and any given special case comes from specializing these
universal polynomials to the special case.

Being led to consider polynomial equations over Z, we then consider ideals
a in Z[X] . The zeros of such an ideal form what is called an algebraic space . If
p is a prime ideal , the zeros of p form what is called an arithmetic variety. We
shall meet the first example in the discussion of elimination theory, for which
I follow van der Waerden 's treatment in the first two editions of his Moderne
Algebra , Chapter XI.

However, when taking the polynomial ring Z[X]/a for some ideal a, it usually
happens that such a factor ring has divisors of zero, or even nilpotent elements .
Thus it is also natural to consider arbitrary commutative rings, and to lay the
foundations of algebraic geometry over arbitrary commutative rings as did Groth­
endieck . We give some basic definitions for this purpose in §5. Whereas the
present chapter gives the flavor of algebraic geometry dealing with specific
polynomial ideals , the next chapter gives the flavor of geometry developing from
commutative algebra, and its systematic application to the more general cases
just mentioned .
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378 ALGEBRAIC SPACES IX, §1

The present chapter and the next will also serve the purp ose of giving the
reader an introduction to books on algebraic geometry, notably Hartshorne ' s
systematic basic account. For instance , I have included those result s which are
needed for Hartshorne ' s Chapter I and II.

§1 . HILBERT'S NULLSTELLENSATZ

The Nullstellensatz has to do with a special case of the extension theorem
for homomorphisms, applied to finitely generated ring s over fields.

Theorem 1.1. Let k be a field, and let k[x] = k[x l, . . . , xn] be a finitely
generated ring over k. Let tp : k --+ L be an embedding of k into an alge­
braically closed field L. Then there exists an extension of cp to a homo­
morphism of k[x] into L.

Proof. Let 9Jl be a max imal ideal of k[x]. Let a be the canonical homo­
morphism a :k[x] --+ k[x] j9Jl. Then ak[ax l, . . . , ax n] is a field, and is in fact
an exten sion field of ak. If we can prove our theorem when the finitely generated
ring is in fact a field, then we apply cp 0 a- 1 on ak and extend thi s to a homo­
morphism of ak[ax l, .. . , axn] into L to get what we want.

Without loss of generalit y, we therefore assume that k[x] is a field . If it is
a lgebra ic over k, we are done (by the known result for algebraic extension s).
Otherwise, let t l ' . . . . t, be a tran scendence basis, r ~ l. Without loss of
gene ralit y, we ma y assume th at cp is the identity on k. Each element X I' . . . , x,
is algebraic over k(t I' . . . . r.). If we multiply the irreducible pol ynomial
Irr[x. , k(t), X ) by a suitable non- zero element of k[t] , then we get a pol ynomial
all of who se coefficients lie in k[t]. Let al(t) , . . . , an(t) be the set of th e lead ing
coefficients of these pol ynomi als, and let a(t) be their product,

Since a(t) =1= 0, there exist elements t l , . . . , t~ E k" such that a(t') =1= 0, and
hence ai(t') =1= °for any i. Each Xi is integral over the ring

k[t I ' ... , t. , al~t)' ... , ar~t)l
Consider the homomorphism

such th at cp is the identity on k, and cp(t) = ti . Let p be its kernel. Then a(t) rt p.
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Our homomorphism qJ extends un iqu ely to th e loca l ring k[t]p and by the
preceding rem arks, it extends to a hom omorphism of

into k", usin g Proposition 3.1 of Chapter VII . Th is proves what we wanted.

Corollary 1.2. Let k be a field and k[x l , • • • , XII] a finitely generated ex­
tension ring of k. If k[x] is afield, then k[x] is algebraic over k.

Proof . All homomorphisms of a field are isomorphisms (onto the image),
and there exist s a homomorphism of k[x] over k into the algebra ic closure of k.

Corollary 1.3. Let k[x l ' .. . ,x,,] be a finitely generated entire ring over a
field k, and let YI' . . . , Ymbe non-zero elements of this ring. Then there exists
a homomorphism

over k such that ljJ( y) =f. 0 for all j = 1, . . . , m.

Proof. Consider the ring k[XI, .. . , XII, y ~ I , .. . , y';; l ] and apply the
theorem to thi s ring.

Let S be a set of polynom ials in the pol ynomial rin g k[ X 1, . . . , XII] in n
variables . Let L be an extension field of k . By a zero of S in L one means an
n-tuple of elements (c l , . . . , c,,) in L such that

f(c l,·· · ,c,,) = O

for allfE S . If S consists of one polynomial j, then we also say that (c) is a zero
off The set of all zeros of S is called an algebraic set in L (or more accurately
in L(II ) . Let a be the ideal generated by all elements of S. Since S ea it is clear
that every zero of a is also a zero of S. However , th e converse obviously holds,
namely every zero of S is also a zero of a because every element of a is of type

with Jj E Sand gi E k[X]. Thus when considering zeros of a set S, we may
just consider zeros of an idea l. We note parenthetically that every ideal is
finitel y generated , and so every algebraic set is the set of zero s of a finite number
of pol ynomials. As anoth er co rollary of Theorem 1.1 , we get :

Theorem 1.4. Let a be an ideal in k[X] = k[X I> . • . , X II]. Then either
a = k[X] or a has a zero in k".
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Proof. Suppose 0 #- k[X]. Then 0 is contained in some maximal ideal
m, and k[X] /m is a field, which is a finitely generated extension of k, because
it is generated by the images of X I ' . . . , X n mod m. By Corollary 2.2, this
field is algebraic over k, and can therefore be embedded in the algebraic closure
k". The homomorphism on k[X] obtained by the composition of the canonical
map mod rn, followed by this embedded gives the desired zero of 0 , and con­
cludes the proof of the theorem.

In §3 we shall consider conditions on a family of polynomials to have a
common zero. Theorem 1.4 implies that if they have a common zero in some
field, then they have a common zero in the algebraic closure of the field generated
by their coefficients over the prime field .

Theorem 1.5. (Hilbert's Nullstellensatz). Let 0 be an ideal in k[X]. Let
fbeapolynomialink[X]suchthatf(c) = ofor every zero (c) = (c., . . . ,cn)

of 0 in k". Then there exists an integer m > 0 such thatf" E o.

Proof. We may assume that f #- O. We use the Rabinowitsch trick of
introducing a new variable Y, and of considering the ideal 0' generated by
c and 1 - Yf in k[X, Y]. By Theorem 1.4, and the current assumption, the
ideal 0 ' must be the whole polynomial ring k[X, Y], so there exist polynomials
giE k[X, Y] and hiE 0 such that

1 = go(1 - Yf) + glhl + .. . + g,h,.

We substitute t:' for Yand multiply by an appropriate power fm of f to
clear denominators on the right-hand side. This concludes the proof.

For questions involving how effective the Nullstellensatz can be made, see
the following references also related to the discussion of elimination theory
discussed later in this chapter.
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§2. ALGEBRAIC SETS, SPACES AND VARIETIES

We shall make some very elementary remarks on algebraic sets. Let k be a
field, and let A be an algebraic set of zeros in some fixed algebraically closed
extension field of k. The set of all polynomials f E k[ Xl ' . . . , X n] such that
f(x) = 0 for all (x) E A is obviously an ideal a in k[X], and is determined by
A. We shall call it the ideal belonging to A, or say that it is associated with A.
If A is the set of zeros of a set S of polynomials, then Sea, but a may be bigger
than S. On the other hand, we observe that A is also the set of zeros of a.

Let A, B be algebraic sets, and a, b their associated ideals. Then it is clear
that A c B if and only if a :=J b. Hence A = B if and only if a = b. This has an
important consequence. Since the polynomial ring k[X] is Noetherian, it
follows that algebraic sets satisfy the dual property, namely every descending
sequence of algebraic sets

must be such that Am = Am+ 1 = . . . for some integer m, i.e. all Avare equal for
v ~ m. Furthermore, dually to another property characterizing the Noetherian
condition, we conclude that every non-empty set of algebraic sets contains a
minimal element.

Theorem 2.1. The finite union and the fin ite intersection of algebraic sets
are algebraic sets. If A , B are the algebraic sets of zeros of ideals a, b, respec­
tively, then A u B is the set ofzeros ofa n b and A n B is the set ofzeros of
(a, b).

Proof. We first consider A u B. Let (x) E A u B. Then (x) is a zero
of a n b. Conversely, let (x) be a zero of a n b, and suppose (x) ¢: A. There
exists a polynomial f E 0 such that f(x) # O. But ub c o n b and hence
(fg)(x) = 0 for all g E b, whence g(x) = 0 for all g E b. Hence (x) lies in B, and
A u B is an algebraic set of zeros of a n b.

To prove that A n B is an algebraic set, let (x) E A r. B. Then (x) is a zero
of (a, b). Conversely, let (x) be a zero of (0, b). Then obviously (x) E A n B, as
desired . This proves our theorem.

An algebraic set V is called k-irreducible if it cannot be expressed as a union
V = A u B of algebraic sets A, B with A, B distinct from V. We also say ir­
reducible instead of k-irreducible .

Theorem 2.2. Let A be an algebra ic set.
(i) Then A can be expressed as a finite union of irreducible algebraic sets

A = ~ U . . . U yr .
(ii) If there is no inclusion relation among the "I. i.e . if V; et \:i for i =t= j. then

the representation is unique .
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(iii) Let W, VJ . . ... v,. be irreducible algebraic sets such that

WCVJU . . . Uv,..

IX, §2

Then W C V; for some i.

Proof. We first show existence. Suppose the set of algebraic sets which
cannot be represented as a finite union of irreducible ones is not empty. Let
V be a minimal element in its. Then V cannot be irreducible, and we can write
V = A u B where A, B are algebraic sets, but A =I V and B =I V. Since each
one of A, B is strictly smaller than V, we can express A, B as finite unions of
irreducible algebraic sets, and thus get an expression for V, contradiction.

The uniqueness will follow from (iii), which we prove next. Let W be con­
tained in the union VI U . . . U v,.. Then

W = (W n VI) U . .. U (W n v,.).

Since each W n V; is an algebraic set , by the irreducibility of W we must have
W = W n Vi for some i . Hence W C Vi for some i, thus proving (iii) .

Now to prove (ii), apply (iii) to each Hj. Then for each j there is some i such
that Hj C Vi. Similarly for each i there exists II such that Vi C Wv- Since there
is no inclusion relation among the Hj' s, we must have Hj= Vi = WI" This proves
that each Hj appears among the Vj's and each V; appears among the Hj's, and
proves the uniqueness of the representation . It also concludes the proof of Theo­
rem 2.2 .

Theorem 2.3 An algebraic set is irreducible if and only if its associated ideal
is prime.

Proof. Let V be irreducible and let p be its associated ideal. If p is not
prime , we can find two polynomials f, 9 E k[X] such that f ¢. p , 9 ¢. p , but
fg E p , Let a = (p, f) and b = (p, g) . Let A be the algebraic set of zeros of a,
and B the algebraic set of zeros of b. Then A C V, A =1= V and B C V, B =1= V.
Furthermore A U B = V. Indeed , A U B C V trivially . Conversely , let (x) E V.
Then (fg)(x) = 0 implies f(x) or g(x) = O. Hence (x) E A or (x) E B, proving
V = A U B, and V is not irreducible . Conversely, let V be the algebraic set
of zeros of a prime ideal p. Suppose V = A U B with A =1= V and B =1= V.
Let a, b be the ideals associated with A and B respectively . There exist poly­
nomials f E a, f ¢. p and 9 E b, 9 ¢. p. Butfg vanishes on A U B and hence lies
in p, contradiction which proves the theorem .

Warning. Given a field k and a prime ideal pin k[X], it may be that the
ideal generated by p in ka[X] is not prime, and the algebraic set defined over k"
by pka[X] has more than one component, and so is not irreducible . Hence the
prefix referring to k is really necessary .

It is also useful to extend the terminology of algebraic sets as follows . Given
an ideal a C k[X] , to each field K containing k we can associate to a the set
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?La(K) consisting of the zeros of a in K. Thu s ?La is an association

?La: K ~ ?La(K) C K(n).

We shall speak of ?La itself as an algebraic space, so that ?La is not a set , but
to each field K associate s the set ?La(K). Thus ?La is a functor from extensions
K of k to set s (functorial with respect to field isomorphisms) . By a k-variety we
mean the algebraic space associated with a prime ideal p.

The notion of associated ideal appl ies also to such ?La' and the associated
ideal of ?La is also rad (a). We shall omit the subscript a and wr ite simply ?L for
this generalized notion of algebraic space. Of course we have

?La = ?L radto ) :

We say that ?La(K) is the set of points of ?Lain K. By the Hilbert Null stellensatz ,
Theorem 1.1 , it follows that if K C K' are two algebraically clo sed fields
containing k, then the ideals associated with ?La(K) and ?La(K' ) are equal to each
other, and also equal to rad(a) . Thu s the smallest algebraically closed field ka

containing k already determines these ideals. Howe ver, it is also useful to consider
larger fields which contain tran scendental elements , as we shall see .

As another example , con sider the polynomial ring k[X\, . . . , Xn] = k[X] .
Let An denote the algebraic space associated with the zero ideal . Then An
is called affine n-space. Let K be a field contai ning k. For each n-tuple
(c ., . . . , cn) E K(n ) we get a homomorphism

ip: k[X 1, • • · , Xn ] - K

such that cp(Xi ) = c, for all i , Thu s points in An(K ) correspond bijectively to
homomorphisms of k(X) into K.

More generally , let V be a k-variety with associated prime ideal p. Then
k[X]/p is enti re. Denote by ~i the image ofXi under the canonical homomorphism
k[X] - k[X] /p. We call (g) the generic point of V ove r k. On the other hand ,
let (x) be a point of V in some field K . Then p vani shes on (x) , so the homomor­
phi sm cp : k[X] - k[x] sending X i ~ Xi factors through k[X] /p = k[ g], when ce
we obt ain a natural homomorphism klg] - k[x]. If this homomorphism is an
isomorphism, then we ca ll (x) a generic point of V in K .

Given two points (x) E An(K) and (x ' ) E An(K' ), we say that (x ' ) is a
specialization of (x) (over k) if the map xi ~ xi is induced by a homomorphism
k[x] - k[x'] . From the definition of a generic point of a variety, it is then
immediate that :

A variety V is the set of specializations of its generic point , or of a generic
point.

In other word s , V(K) is the set of spec ializations of W in K for every field K
containing k.

Let us look at the converse construction of algebraic sets. Let (x) =
(x l ' . . . , x n ) be an n-tuple with coordinates Xi E K for some extension field
K of k . Let p be the ideal in k[X] consisting of all polynomials f(X) such that
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f(x) = O. We call p the ideal vanishing on (x) . Then p is prime , becau se if
f g e p sof(x)g(x) = 0, then j' e p or 9 Ep since K has no divisors ofO. Hence
~p is a k-variety V, and (x) is a generic point of V over k because k[X]/ p = k[x].

For future use, we state the next result for the polynomial ring over a factorial
ring rather than over a field .

Theorem 2.4. Let R be afactorial ring , and let~ • . . . • Wmbe m independent
variables over its quotient field k. Let k(wt. . . . , wm) be an extension of tran­
scendence degree m - I . Then the ideal in R[W] vanishing on (w) is principal .

Proof. By hypothesis there is some pol ynomial P(W) E R[W] of degree
~ I vanishing on (w), and after taking an irreducible factor we may assume
that thi s polynomial is irreducible , and so is a prime element in the factorial ring
R[W]. Let G(W) E R[Wj vani sh on (w). To prove that P divides G, after selecting
some irreducible factor of G vanishing on (w) if necessary, we may assume
without loss of generality that G is a prime element in R[W]. One of the variables
lV; occurs in P(W) , say Wm, so that Wm is algebraic over k(w\, . .. , Wm - l) ' Then
( w I> . . • , wm-l ) are algebraically independent, and hence Wm also occurs in
G. Furthermore, P(WI> . •. , Wm - I> Wm) is irreducible as a polynomial in
k(w l, . . . , Wm-t)[Wm] by the Gauss lemma as in Chapter IV, Theorem 2.3 .
Hence there exists a pol ynomial H(Wm) E k(wl ' .. . , wm- l)[Wm] such that

G(W) = H(Wm)P(W)·

Let R' = R[wl"' " wm-d . Then P, G have content 1 as polynomials in
R'[Wml. By Chapter IV Corollary 2.2 we conclude that H E R'[Wm] = R[W],
which proves Theorem 2.4 .

Next we consider homogeneous ideals and projective space . A polynomial
f(X) E k[Xj can be written as a linear combination

with monomials M ( v)(X ) = X~l . .. x~n and c ( v) E k . We denote the degree of

M ( v) by

Ivi = deg M (v) = 2: Vi '

If in thi s expression for f the degrees of the monomials Xi v) are all the same
(whenever the coefficient c( v) is * 0), then we say thatfis a form , or also that
f is a homogeneous (of that degree). An arbitrary pol ynomial f (X ) in K[X] can
also be written

f(X ) = "L j<dl(X ),

where each j<dl is a form of degree d (which may be 0). We call j<dl the
homogeneous part off of degree d.

An ideal a of k[X] is called homogeneous if whenever f E a then each
homogeneous part Idl also lies in a .
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Proposition 2.5. An ideal a is homogeneous if and only if a has a set of
generators over k[X] consisting offorms.

Proof. Suppose a is homogeneous and that fl' . . . , fr are generators. By
hypothesis, for each integer d ~ 0 the homogeneous components jv" also lie in
a, and the set of suchfi(d) (for all i, d) form a set of homogeneous generators .
Conversely, let f be a homogeneous element in a and let g E K[X] be arbitrary.
For each d , g(d)f lies in a, and g(d)f is homogeneous, so all the homogeneous
components of gf also lie in a. Applying this remark to the case when f ranges
over a set of homogeneous generators for a shows that a is homogeneous, and
concludes the proof of the proposition .

An algebraic space '!t is called homogeneous if for every point (x) E ?£ and
t transcencental over k(x), the point (tx) also lies in '!t . If t , u are transcendental
over k(x), then there is an isomorphism

k[x , t) ~ k[x, u]

which sends t on u and restricts to the identity on k[x], so to verify the above
condition, it suffices to verify it for some transcendental t over k(x) .

Proposition 2.6. An algebraic space '!t is homogeneous if and only if its
associated ideal a is homogeneous.

Proof. Suppose?£ is homogeneous . Letf(X) E k[X] vanish on '!t. For each
(x) E ?£ and t transcendental over k(x) we have

o = f(x) = fCtx) = 2: tdf(d)(x).
d

Thereforef(d)(x) = 0 for all d, whencejv" E a for all d . Hence a is homogeneous .
Conversely, suppose a homogeneous. By the Hilbert Nullstellensatz, we know
that '!t consists of the zeros of a , and hence consists of the zeros of a set of
homogeneous generators for a . But iff is one of those homogeneous generators
of degree d, and (x) is a point of ?£, then for t transcendental over k(x) we have

o = f(x) = tdf(x) = f(tx) ,

so (tx) is also a zero of a. Hence ?£ is homogeneous , thus proving the proposition.

Proposition 2.7. Let?£ be a homogeneous algebraic space . Then each irre­
ducible component V of '!t is also homogeneous.

Proof. Let V = VI" . . , Vr be the irreducible components of '!t, without
inclusion relation . By Remark 3.3 we know that VI et V2 U . .. U v,., so there
is a point (x) E ~ such that (x) ¢. VI for i = 2, . . . , r . By hypothesis, for t transcen­
dental over k(x) it follows that (tx) E '!t so (tx) E Vi for some i , Specializing to
t = I, we conclude that (x) E Vi, so i = I, which proves that VI is homoge­
neous, as was to be shown .

Let V be a variety defined over k by a prime ideal pin k[X] . Let (x) be a
generic point of V over k. We say that (x) is homogeneous (over k) if for t
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transcendental over k(x), the point (tx) is also a point of V , or in other words,
(zr) is a specialization of (x) . If this is the case , then we have an isomorphism

k[x). .. . , x n ] = k[tx). .. . , tx n ],

which is the identity on k and sends xi on tx.. It then follows from the preceding
propositions that the following conditions are equivalent for a variety V over k:

V is homogeneous.
The prime ideal of V in k[X] is homogeneous.
A generic point of V over k is homogeneous.

A homogeneous ideal always has a zero, namely the origin (0) , which will
be called the trivial zero . We shall want to know when a homogeneous algebraic
set has a non-trivial zero (in some algebraically closed field) . For this we introduce
the terminology of projective space as follows . Let (x) be some point in An and
A an element of some field containing k(x). Then we denote by (Ax) the point
(Ax) , .. . , Axn) . Two points (x), (y) E An(K) for some field K are called equivalent
if not all their coordinates are 0, and there exists some element A E K, A * 0,
such that (Ax) = (y). The equivalence classes of such points in An(K) are called
the points of projective space in K. We denote this projective space by pn -),
and the set of points of projective space in K by pn-\ (K) . We define an algebraic
space in projective space to be the non-trivial zeros of a homogeneous ideal,
with two zeros identified if they differ by a common non-zero factor.

Algebraic spaces over rings

As we shall see in the next section, it is not sufficient to look only at ideals
in k[X] for some field k. Sometimes, even often, one wants to deal with polynomial
equations over the integers Z, for several reasons . In the example of the next
sections, we shall find universal conditions over Z on the coefficients of a system
of forms so that these forms have a non-trivial common zero. Furthermore, in
number theory-diophantine questions-one wants to consider systems of equa­
tions with integer coefficients, and to determine solutions of these equations in
the integers or in the rational numbers, or solutions obtained by reducing mod
p for a prime p . Thus one is led to extend the notions of algebraic space and
variety as follows . Even though the applications of the next section will be over
Z, we shall now give general definitions over an arbitrary commutative ring R.

Letf(X) E R[X] = R[X), . . . , Xn ] be a polynomial with coefficients in R.
Let R -.,> A be an R-algebra, by which for the rest of this chapter we mean a
homomorphism of commutative rings. We obtain a corresponding homomorphism

R[X] -.,> A[X]

on the polynomial rings, denoted by f ~ fA whereby the coefficients of fA are
the images of the coefficients off under the homomorphism R -.,> A . By a zero
of f in A we mean a zero of fA in A . Similarly, let S be a set of polynomials in
R[X] . By a zero of S in A we mean a common zero in A of all polynomials
f E S. Let a be the ideal generated by S in R[X] . Then a zero of S in A is also
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a zero of a in A. We denote the set of zeros of S in A by ;Xs(A) , so that we have

We call ;Xa(A) an algebraic set over R. Thus we have an association

;Xa : A M ;Xa(A)

which to each R-algebra associates the set of zeros of a in that algebra . We note
that R -algebras form a category , whereby a morphism is a ring homomorphism
<p : A ~ A' making the following diagram commutative:

Then it is immediately verified that ;Xa is a functor from the category of R­
algebras to the category of sets . Again we call ;Xa an algebraic space over R.

If R is Noetherian, then R[X] is also Noetherian (Chapter IV, Theorem 4.1),
and so if a is an ideal , then there is always some finite set of polynomials S
generating the ideal, so ;Xs = ;Xa'

The notion of radical of a is again defined as the set of polynomials
h e R[X] such that hN E a for some positive integer N. Then the following state­
ment is immediate:

Suppose that R is entire . Then for every R-algebra R ~ K with a field K, we
have

We can define affine space An over R. Its points consist of all n-tuples
(x\> .. . , xn) = (x) with Xi in some R-algebra A . Thus An is again an association

A M An(A)

from R-algebras to sets of points . Such points are in bijection with
homormorphisms

R[X] ~ A

from the polynomial ring overR into A . In the next section we shall limit ourselves
to the case when A = K is a field, and we shall consider only the functor
K M An(K) for fields K . Furthermore , we shall deal especially with the case
when R = Z, so Z has a unique homomorphism into a field K . Thus a field K
can always be viewed as a Z-algebra.

Suppose finally thatR is entire (for simplicity) . We can also consider projective
space over R. Let a be an ideal in R[X] . We define a to be homogeneous just as
before . Then a homogeneous ideal in R[X] can be viewed as defining an algebraic
subset in projective space pn(K) for each field K (as an R-algebra) . If R = Z ,
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then a defines an algebraic sub set in pn(K) for every field K. Similarly, one can
define the notion of a homogeneous algebraic space ?I over R , and over the
integers Z a fortiori . Propositions 2.6 and 2.7 and their proofs are also valid in
this more general case , viewing ?I = ?Ia as a functor from fields K to sets pn(K) .

If a is a prime ideal P, then we call ?Ip an R-variety V. If R is Noetherian,
so R[X] is Noetherian , it follows as before that an algebraic space ?I over R is
a finite union of R-varieties without inclusion relations. We shall carry th is out
in §5, in the very general context of commutative rings. Just as we did over a
field, we may form the factor ring Z[X]/p and the image (x) of (X) in this factor
ring is called a generic point of V.

§3. PROJECTIONS AND ELIMINATION

Let (W) = (",\, . . . , Wm) and (X) = (XI' . .. ,Xn ) be two sets of independent
variables. Then ideals in k[W, X] define algebraic spaces in the product space
Am+n . Let a be an ideal in k[W, X]. Let al = a n k[W] . Let ?I be the algebraic
space of zeros of a and let ?I I be the algebraic space of zeros of a I' We have
the projection

which maps a point (w , x) to its first set of coordinates (w). It is clear that
pr?I C ?I I' In general it is not true that pr?I = ?I I ' For example, the ideal p gen­
erated by the single polynomial Wy - W2XI = 0 is prime . Its intersection with
k[",\, W2] is the zero ideal. But it is not true that every point in the affine
(",\, W2 )-space is the projection of a point in the variety ?Ip • For instance , the
point (I, 0) is not the projection of any zero of p. One says in such a case that
the projection is incomplete. We shall now consider a situation when such a
phenomenon doe s not occur.

In the first place, let p be a prime ideal in k[W, X] and let V be its variety
of zeros . Let (w, x) be a generic point of V. Let PI = P n k[W] . Then (w) is a
generic point of the variety VI which is the algebraic space zeros of PI' This is
immediate from the canonical injective homomorphism

k[W]/pI ~ k[W, Xl/po

Thus the generic point (w) of VI is the projection of the generic point (w, x ) of
V. The question is whether a special point (w') of VI is the projection of a point
of V.

In the subsequent applications, we shall consider ideals which are homo­
geneous only in the X-variables, and similarly algebraic subsets which are homo­
geneous in the second set of variables in An.
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An ideal a in k[W, X] which is homogeneous in (X) defines an algebraic space
in Am X p n-I . If V is an irreducible component of the algebraic set defined by
a, then we may view V as a subvariety of Am X pn-I . Let P be the prime ideal
associated with V. Then P is homogeneous in (X ) . Let PI = P n k[W]. We shall
see that the situation of an incomplete projection mentioned previously is elim­
inated when we deal with projective space.

We can also consider the product Am X P" , defined by the zero ideal over
Z. For each field K , the set of points of Am X P" in K is Am(K) X pn(K) . An

ideal a in Z[W, X], homogeneous in (X), defines an algebraic space ~ = ~Q in
Am X P" . We may form its projection ~ \ on the first factor . This applies in
particular when a is a prime ideal P, in which case we call ~Q an arithmetic
subvariety of Am X P", Its projection VI is an arithmetic subvariety of Am,
associated with the prime ideal PI = Pn Z[W].

Theorem 3.1. Let (W) = (WI' ... , Wm ) and (X) = (XI' .. . , Xn ) be indepen­
dent families of variables. Let P be a prime ideal in k[W, X] (resp . Z[W, Xl)
and assume P is homogeneous in (X). Let V be the corresponding irreducible
algebraic space in Am X pn-I . Let PI = P n k[W] (resp. P n Z[W]), and let
Vi be the projection of V on the first factor . Then VI is the algebraic space
of zeros of PI in Am.

Proof. Let V have generic point (w, x) . We have to prove that every zero
(w ' ) of PI in a field is the projection of some zero (w', x ') of P such that not all
the coordinates of (x') are equal to O. By assumption, not all the coordinates of
(x ) are equal to 0, since we viewed Vas a subset of Am X pn-I. For definiteness ,
say we are dealing with the ca se of a field k. By Chapter VII , Proposition 3.3 ,
the homomorphism k[w] ~ k[w'] can be extended to a place cp of k(w, x ) .

By Proposition 3.4 of Chapter VII, there is some coordinate Xj such that
cp(x;/x) 4= 00 for all i = I, . . . , n. We let xi = cp(x;/x) for all i to conclude the
proof. The proof is similar when dealing with algebraic spaces over Z, replacing
k by Z.

Remarks. Given the point (w') E Am, the point (w', x') in Am X pn-\ may
of course not lie in k(w ') . The coordinates (x ') could even be transcendental
over k(x') . By anyone of the form s of the Hilbert Nullstellensatz, say Corollary
1.3 of Theorem 1.1, we do know that (x') could be found algebraic over k(w'),
however. In light of the various versions of the Nullstellensatz, if a set of forms
has a non-trivial common zero in some field, then it has a non-trivial common
zero in the algebraic closure of the field generated by the coefficients of the
forms over the prime field. In a theorem such as Theorem I .2 below, the conditions
on the coefficients for the forms to have a non-trivial common zero (or a zero
in projective space) are therefore also conditions for the forms to have such a
zero in that algebraic closure.

We shall apply Theorem 3.1 to show that given a finite family of homogeneous
polynomials , the property that they have a non-trivial common zero in some
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algebraically closed field can be expressed in terms of a finite number of universal
polynomial equations in their coefficients. We make this more precise as follows .

Consider a finite set of forms (f) = (fl" .. , f r)' Let d., . . . , d; be their
degrees. We assume d, ~ I for i = I, .. . , r . Eachfi can be written

(I) /; = 2: wi,(v)M(v)(X)

where M(v)(X) is a monomial in (X) of degree d. , and wi,(v) is a coefficient. We
shall say that (f) has a non-trivial zero (x) if (x) =1= (0) and I. (x) = 0 for all i ,
We let (w) = (w)j be the point obtained by arranging the coefficients wi ,(V) of
the forms in some definite order, and we consider this point as a point in some
affine space Am , where m is the number of such coefficients . This integer m is
determined by the given degrees d., .. . , d.. In other words, given such degrees,
the set of all forms (f) = (fl' . .. , fr) with these degrees is in bijection with
the points of Am.

Theorem 3.2. (Fundamental theorem of elimination theory.) Given
degrees d., ... , d., the set of all forms (fl ' . . . ,fr) in n variables having a
non-trivial common zero is un algebraic subspace of Am over Z.

Proof. Let (W) = (Wi,(V» be a family of variables independent of (X) . Let
(F) = (FI , .• • , Fr) be the family of polynomials in Z[W, Xl given by

(2) F i(W, X) = 2: Wi ,(v)M( v)(X)

where M( v)(X) ranges over all monomials in (X) of degree d., so (W) = (W)F'
We call FI , . • • , F; generic forms . Let

a = ideal in Z[W, X] generated by F1, • • • , Fr .

Then a is homogeneous in (X) . Thus we are in the situation of Theorem 3.1,
with a defining an algebraic space a in Am X pn-l . Note that(w) is a specialization
of (W), or, as we also say, (f) is a specialization of (F) . As in Theorem 3.1 ,
let a l be the projection of a on the first factor . Then directly from the definitions,
(f) has a non-trivial zero if and only if (w)j lies in aI' so Theorem 3.2 is a
special case of Theorem 3. 1.

Corollary 3.3. Let (f) be a family of n forms in n variables, and assume
that (w)j is a generic point of Am, i.e. that the coefficients of these forms are
algebraically independent . Then (f) does not have a non-trivial zero .

Proof. There exists a specialization of (f) which has only the trivial zero ,
namely fl = x11 , • • • , f~ = X~n.

Next we follow van der Waerden in showing that a and hence a I are irreducible .

Theorem 3.4. The algebra ic space a I offorms having a non-trivial common
zero in Theorem 3.2 is actually a Z-variety, i.e. it is irreducible . The prime ideal
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p in Z[W, Xl associated with a consists of all polynomials G(W, X ) E Z[W, X]
such that f or some index j there is an integer s ;;; 0 satisfying

(*)j XJG(W, X) :; 0 mod (F1, • •• , Fr); that is, XJG(W, X) EO .

If relation (*) holds fo r one index j , then it holds fo r every j = I , . . . , n. (Of
course, the integer s depends on j .)

Proof. We con stru ct a generic point of a .We select anyone of the variables ,
say Xq , and rewrite the form s F, as follows:

Fi(W , X ) = n + ZiX~i

where Ft is the sum of all monomials except the mon omial containing X~j .

The coefficients (W) are thereby split into two famili es , which we denote by (Y)
and (Z ) , where (Z) = (Z I"'" Zr) are the coefficients of (X~I , .. . , X~r)in

(F1, • • • , Fr), and (Y) is the remaining family of coefficients of F f, . . . , F~ .

We have (W) = (Y, Z), and we may write the polynomials F, in the form

Fi(W, X) = Fi (Y, Z, X) = F r(y, X) + ZiX~j.

Corresponding to the variables (Y, X) we choose quantities (y, x) algebraically
independent over Z . We let

(3) Zi = -n(y,X)/X~i = -n(y, x/xq ) .

We shall pro ve that (y, Z , x) is a generic point of a .
From our con struction , it is immediately clear that Fi ( y , z, x) = 0 for all i ,

and consequently if G(W, X) E Z[W, Xl satisfies (*), then G(y , z, x ) = O.
Con ver sely , let G(Y, Z, X) E Z[Y, Z, Xl = Z[W, Xl satisfy G(y , z, x) = O.

From Taylor' s formula in seve ral variables we obt ain

G(Y, Z , X ) = G(Y, .. . , -FrlX~i + Z, + n / Xgi, . .. , X )

= G(Y, -FrlX~j , X) + 2: rz, + FrlX~j)l-'iHl-'j(Y' Z, X ),

where the sum is taken over term s having one factor (Z, + F r /X~i) to some
power JLi > 0, and some factor HI-'i in Z[Y, Z, X], From the way (y, z, x) wa s
con structed, and the fact that G(y , z, x) = 0, we see that the first term vanishes ,
and hence

G(Y, Z, X) = 2: rz, + FrlX~i)l-'iHl-'j(Y' Z, X).

Clearing denominators of Xq , for some integer s we get

X~G(Y, Z, X) :; 0 mod (Fi, . . . , Fr),

or in oth er word s , (*)q is satisfied . Thi s concludes the proof of the theorem .

Remark, Of course the same statement and proof as in Theorem 3.4
hold s with Z replaced by a field k. In that case , we denote by Ok the ideal in
k[W , Xl generated by the generic form s, and similarly by Pk the associated prime
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ideal . Then

Ok,! = o k n k[W] and Pk ,l = p, n k[W] .

IX, §3

The ideal P in Theorem 3.4 will be called the prime associated with the
ideal of generic forms . The intersection PI = Pn Z[W] will be called the prime
elimination ideal of these forms. If a denote s as before the zeros of P (or of
0), and aI is its projection on the first factor, then PI is the prime associated
with a l . The same terminology will be used if instead of Z we work over a
field k. (Note : homogeneous elements of PI have been called inertia forms in
the classical literature , following Hurwitz . I am avoiding this terminology be­
cause the word "inertia" is now used in a standard way for inertia groups as in
Chapter VII, §2.) The variety of zeros of PI will be called the resultant vari­
ety . It is determined by the given degrees dI ' . . . , dn , so we could denote it
byal(dl, ·· ·,dn)·

Exercise. Show that if P is the prime associated with the ideal of generic
forms , then P n Z = (0) is the zero ideal.

Theorem 3.5. Assume r = n, so we deal with nforms in n variables. Then
PI is principal, generated by a single polynomial, so a) is what one calls a
hypersurface./f(w) is a generic point of a l over afield k, then the transcen­
dence degree of k(w) over k is m - I .

Proof. We prove the second statement first, and use the same notation as in
the proof of Theorem 3.4 . Let Uj = x/xn- Then un = I and (y), (UI" ' " Un-I)
are algebraically independent. By (3) , we have Zi = -Fr(y , u), so

k(w) = key, z) C key, u),

and so the transcendence degree of k(w) over k is ~ m - 1. We claim that this
transcendence degree is m - I . It will suffice to prove that UI' . . . , un-I are
algebraic over k(w) = key, z). Suppose this is not the case . Then there exists a
place cp of k(w, u), which is the identity on k(w) and maps some Uj on 00. Select
an index q such that cp(u;/uq) is finite for all i = I , . . . , n - 1. Let Vi = u;/uq
and v; = cp(u;/uq). Denote by liq the coefficient of X~i in F, and let y* denote
the variables (Y) from which }]q , . . . , Ynq are deleted . By (3) we have for
i = I , .. . , n:

o= y . Udi + z. + F'!'*( y* u)tq q I I ,

= Yiq + Z;/ugi + F'{*(y*, u/uq).

Applying the place yields

o = Yiq + Fr*(y*, v') .

In particular, Yiq E k(y*, v') for each i = I , . . . , n. But the transcendence degree
of k(v') over k is at most n - I, while the elements (Ylq, . . . , Ynq' y*) are
algebraically independent over k, which gives a contradiction proving the
theorem.
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Remark. There is a result (I learned it from [10 80]) which is more precise
than Theorem 3.5 . Indeed, let (1 as in Theorem 3.5 be the variety of zeros of
P, and (11 its projection. Then this projection is birational in the following sense .
Using the notation of the proof of Theorem 3.5, the result is not only that k(w)
has transcendence degree m - lover k, but actually we have

Q( y, z) = Q(w) = Q(y, u) .

Proof. Let PI = (R) , so R is the resultant, generating the principal ideal
PI' We shall need the following lemma.

Lemma 3.6. There is a positive integer s with the following properties. Fix
an index i with 1 ~ i ~ n - 1. For each pair of n-tuples of integers ~ 0

(a) = (0'1' ... ,an) and ({3) = ({3\o ... , (3n)

with 10'1 = I(31 = d., we have

To see this, we use the fact from Theorem 3.4 that for some s,

X~R(W) = QIF( + . . . + QnFn with Qj E Z[W, X] .

Differentiating with respect to lV;,(,B) we get

X~ a:
R

== QiM(,B)(X) mod (FI, . . . , Fn),
i,(,B)

and similarly

We multiply the first congruence by M(a)(X) and the second by M(,B)(X) , and we
subtract to get our lemma.

From the above we conclude that

aR aR
M(a)(X) aw- - M(,B)(X) aw-

i ,(,B) i,(a)

vanishes on (1, i.e . on the point (w, u) , after we put Xn = 1. Then we select

M (a)(X) = Xfi and M(,B)(X) = Xfi- I Xn for i = 1, ... , n - 1,

and we see that we have the rational expression

U · = aRjaw;,(,B) I for /' =
I aRjaW ' 1, ... , n - 1,

i,(a) (w) =(w)

thus showing that Q(u) C Q(w) , as asserted .
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We note that the argument also works over the prime field of characteristic
p . The only additional remark to be made is that there is some partial derivative
aR/a~,(a) which does not vanish on (w) . This is a minor technical matter, which
we leave to the reader .

The above argument is taken from [lo 80], Proposition 3.3 .1 . Jouanolou links
old-time results as in Macaulay [Ma 16) with more recent techniques of com­
mutative algebra, including the Koszul complex (which will be discussed in
Chapter XXI). See also his monographs [Jo 90], [Jo 91].

Still following van der Waerden, we shall now give a fairly explicit deter­
mination of the polynomial generating the ideal in Theorem 3.5 . We deal with
the generic forms Fi(W, X) (i = 1, . .. , n) . According to Theorem 3.5 , the ideal
VI is generated by a single element. Because the units in Z[W] consist only of
± I, it follows that this element is well defined up to a sign . Let

be one choice of this element. Later we shall see how to pick in a canonical way
one of these two possible choices . We shall prove various properties of this
element, which will be called the resultant of F(, . . . , Fn-

For each i = 1, . . . , n we let D, be the product of the degrees with d, omitted;
that is,

/I
Di = d l •• • d, ... dn-

We let d be the positive integer such that d - 1 = 2: (d i - I).

Lemma 3.7. Given one of the indices , say n, there is an element Rn(W) lying
in VI ' satisfying the following properties .

(a) For each i, Rn(W)x 1 == 0 mod (F( , . . . , Fn) in Z[lv, X] .
(b) For each i, Rn(W) is homogeneous in the set of variables (~, ( v), and is of

degree D; in (\¥",(v) , i.e . in the coefficient of Fn-
(c) As a polynomial in Z[W], Rn(W) has content 1, i.e. is primitive.

Proof. The polynomial Rn(W) will actually be explicitly constructed . Let
M u(X ) denote the monomials of degree 10'1 = d. We partition the indexing set
S = {O'} into disjoint subsets as follows .

Let SI = {O'Il be the set of indices such that Mul(X) is divisible by x11 •

Let Sz = {O'z} be the set of indices such that MU2(X) is divisible by X~2 but
not by x11 •

Let S; = {O'n} be the set of indices such that Mun(X) is divisible by X~n but
not by x11 , •• • , X~'!--II .
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Then 5 is the disjoint union of 51> . .. , 5n- Write each monomial as follows:

M CT1(X ) = H CT 1(X )X11 so deg H CT 1 = d - d,

M CT I(X ) = H CTn(X)X~n so deg HCTn = d - d.;

Then the number of pol ynomials

H CT1F1, · · · , H CTnFn (with 0'\ E 5\ , . . . , O'n E 5n)

is precisely equal to the numb er of monomials of degree d . We let R; be the
determinant of the coefficients of the se polynomials, viewed as form s in (X) with
coefficients in Z[W). Then R; = Rn(W) E Z[W). We claim that Rn(W) satisfies
the properties of the lemma .

First we note that if O'n E 5n, then H CTn(X) is divisible by a power of Xi at
most d, - I, for i = I , . . . , n - I. On the other hand, the degree of HCTn(X) in
Xn is determined by the condition that the total degree is d - d.; Hence S; has
exactly D; elements. It follows at once that Rn(W) is homogeneous of degree D;
in the coefficients of Fn, i.e . in (Wn.(V) )' From the con struction it also follows
that R; is homogeneous in each set of variables (l¥;,(V)) for each i = I , ... ,
n - 1.

If we specialize the form s F, (i = I, . . . , n) to Xi i, then R; specializes to I ,
and hence R; *- 0 and R; is primitive . For each o, we can write

where M CT(X ) ( 0' E 5) ranges over all monomials of degree d in (X) , and CCT.CTi(W)
is one of the variables (W) . Then by definition

where 0'\ E 5 I ' . .. , O'n E 5" indexes the columns , and 0' indexes the row s. Let
B = C be the matri x with components in Z[W, X) such that

BC = det(C)1 = Rnl .

(See Chapter XIII , Corollary 4 .17 .) Then for each 0', we have

Given i , we take for 0' the index such that MCT(X) = xi in order to obtain the
first relation in Lemma 3.7 . By Theorem 3.4 , we conclude that R,,(W) E Pl' Thi s
concludes the proof of the lemma.

Of course , we picked an index n to fix idea s . For each i one has a polynomial
R, sati sfying the analogous prop erties , and in particular homogeneous of degree
D, in the variables (Wi,(v) ) which are the coefficients of the form F;.
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Theorem 3.8. Let R be the resultant of the n generic forms F; over Z, in n
variables. Then R satisfies the following properties .

(a) R is the greatest common divisor in Z[W] of the polynomials R I , . .• , Rw
(b) R is homogeneous of degree D; in the coefficients of F; .
(c) Let F; = . . . + ~,(di)Xfi , so ~.(di) is the coefficient ofXfi . Then R contains

the monomial
n

+ Il WD ·- ;(d) ';=1 . I

Proof. The idea will be to specialize the forms FI , .• . , F; to products of
generic linear forms, where we can tell what is going on . For that we need a
lemma of a more general property eventually to be proved . We shall use the
following notation . If fl' .. . ,fn are forms with coefficients (w) , then we write

R(f(, . . . ,In) = R(w).

Lemma 3.9. Let G. H be generic independent forms with deg(GH) = d l .

Then R(GH, F2, • • • , Fn) is divisible by R(G, F2, • • • , Fn)R(H , F2, • • • , Fn).

Proof. By Theorem 3.5, there is an expression

X~R(Fb ' .. , Fn) = Q1Fl + ... + QnFn with Q; E Z[W, X].

Let We, WH , WF2' • . . , WFn be the coefficients of G, H , F2 , . . . , F; respectively,
and let (w) be the coefficients of GH, F2, • •• , Fw Then

R(w) = R(GH, F2 , .•. , Fn ) ,

and we obtain

Hence R(GH, F2, • . . , Fn) belongs to the elimination ideal of G, F2, • . • , Fn in
the ring Z[Wc , WH , WF2" •• , WFn], and similarly with H instead of G. Since
WH is a family of independent variables over Z[Wc, WF2' • . . , WFn], it follow s
that R(G, F2, . . . ,Fn) divides R(GH, F2, . . • ,Fn) in that ring, and similarly for
R(H, F2 , . •• , Fn ) . But (We) and (WH) are independent sets of variables, and so
R(G, F2, . . • , Fn), R(H, F2, . . . ,Fn) are distinct prime elements in that ring, so
their product divides R(GH, F2 , . .. , Fn) as stated, thus proving the lemma.

Lemma 3.9 applies to any specialized famil y of polynomials g, h, fl' ... ,
fn with coefficients in a field k. Observe that for a system of n linear forms in
n variables, the resultant is simply the determinant of the coefficients. Thus if
L I , . • • , L; are generically independent linear forms in the variables Xl' . .. ,Xn ,

then their resultant R(L1, • • • , Ln ) is homogeneous of degree 1 in the coefficients
of L; for each i . We apply Lemma 3.9 to the case of forms fl' . .. ,fn-I, which
are products of generically independent linear forms . By Lemma 3.9 we conclude
that for this specialized family of form, their resultant has degree at least D; in
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the coefficients of Fn , so for the generic forms F1, •• • , F; their resultant has
degree at least D; in the coefficients of Fw Similarly R(Fl , ••• , Fn) has degree
at least D; in the coefficients of F; for each i. But R divides the n elements
R 1(W), . .. , Rn(W) constructed in Lemma 3.7. Therefore we conclude that R has
degree exactly D; in the coefficients of F; . By Theorem 3.5, we know that R
divides each R;. Let G be the greatest common divisor of RJ' . • . , R; in Z[W].
Then R divides G and has the same degree in each set of variables ("i .(V») for
i = 1, . . . , n . Hence there exists c E Z such that G = cR . We must have
c = ±l, because, say, R; is primitive in Z[W] . This proves (a) and (b) of the
theorem .

As to the third part , we specialize the forms to fi = Xf;, i = 1, . . . , n. Then
R; specializes to 1, and since R divides R; it follows that R itself specializes to
± 1. Since all coefficients of the forms specialize to 0 except those which we
denoted by "i.(d;) ' it follows that R(W) contains the monomial which is the product
of these variables to the power D; , up to the sign ± 1. This proves (c), and
concludes the proof of Theorem 3.8.

We can now normalize the resultant by choosing the sign such that R contains
the monomial

n

M - Il WD;- ;(d)';=1 ' I

with coefficient +1. This condition determines R uniquely, and we then denote
R also by

R = Res(F\, . . . , Fn).

Given forms fl' . .. .t, with coefficients (w) in a field K (actually any commu­
tative ring), we can then define their resultant

Res(f\, . . . ,In) = R(w)

with the normalized polynomial R. With this normalization , we then have a
stronger result than Lemma 3.9 .

Theorem 3.10. Let j, = gh be a product offorms such that deg(gh) = d l .

Let f2' . ..• fn be arbitrary forms of degrees d2, . . . . d; Then

Res(gh,f20 ' . . ,fn) = Res(g,f2' . . . ,fn)Res(h, 12, .. . ,fn)'

Proof. From the fact that the degrees have to add in a product of polynomials,
together with Theorem 3.8(a) and (b), we now see in Lemma 3 .9 that we must
have the precise equality in what was only a divisibility before we knew the
precise degree of R in each set of variables.

Theorem 3. lOis very useful in proving further properties of the determinant,
because it allows a reduction to simple cases under factorization of polynomials .
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For instance one has:

IX, §3

Theorem 3.11. Let Fl' .. . . F; be the generic forms in n variables. and let
FI , .• •• t; be the forms obtained by substituting Xn = 0, so that Fl ' . . . , Fn- I

are the generic forms in n - 1 variables. Let n ~ 2. Then

Res(FJ, . . . , Fn-J, X~n) = Res(FJ, . . . , Fn_l)dn.

Proof. By Theorem 3.10 it suffices to prove the assertion when d; = 1. By
Theorem 3.4, for each i = I, . .. , n - 1 we have an expression

with Qj E Z[W, X] (depending on the choice of i). The left-hand side can be
written as a polynomial in the coefficients of FI , • •• , Fn - I with the notation

thus in the generic linear form in XI' . . . , X; we have specialized all the coef­
ficients to °except the coefficient of Xn , which we have specialized to I . Sub­
stitute Xn = °in the right side of (*) . By Theorem 3.4, we conclude that
p(w(n-I ») lies in the resultant ideal of F 1, • • • , Fn- I, and therefore
Res(FI, . . . , Fn- I ) divides p(w(n-I »). By Theorem 3.8 we know that
p(w(n -I») has the same homogeneity degree in Wp (i = I, . . . , n - I)

_ _ I

as Res(F1, ..• , Fn- I ) . Hence there is c E Z such that

One finds c = 1 by specializing FI , • • • , Fn - I to x11, •• • , X~~i respectively,
thus concluding the proof.

The next basic lemma is stated for the generic case, for instance in Macaulay
[Ma 16], and is taken up again in [Jo 90], Lemma 5.6.

Lemma 3.12. Let A be a commutative ring . Let fl ' ... . fn. g] , . . . • gn be
homogeneous polynomials in A[X I' .. . , Xn]. Assume that

as ideals in A[X]. Then

Res(jJ, . . . ,fn) divides Res(gl" .. , gn) in A .

Proof. Express each gj = 2: hijJj with hij homogeneous in A [X]. By spe­
cialization, we may then assume that s, = 2: HijFj where Hij and Fj have alge­
braically independent coefficients over Z. By Theorem 3.4, for each i we have
a relation
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where WH , WF denote the independ ent variable coefficient s of the pol ynomials
Hi} and Fj respectivel y. In part icul ar ,

Not e that Res(g l> . .. , gn) = P(WH , WF ) EO Z[WH , WF ] is a pol ynomial with
integer coe ffic ients . If (wF) is a generic point of the resu ltant variety (11 over
Z , then P(WH, wF) = 0 by (*) . Hen ce Res(FI , . .. , F,,) di vides P(WH, WF), thu s
proving the lemma.

Theorem 3.13. Let A be a commutative ring and let d,• . . . • d" be integers
~ I as usual. Let ], be homogeneous of degree d, in A[X] = A[XI>' . . , Xn] .
Let d be an integer ~ I , and let g;, . .. , gn be homogeneous of degree d in
A[X]. Then

t, 0 g = !i(gl, ... , gn)

is homogeneous of degree dd.. and

Proof. We start with the standa rd relat ion of Theorem 3.4:

(*) XfRes(FI ' ... , Fn) = 0 mod (FI ' ... , F" )Z [WF , X].

We let G I' . .. , Gn be independent generic pol ynomials of de gree d , and let We
denote thei r independent vari able coefficients . Subst ituting G; for X; in (*), we
find

Abbreviate Res(F1, • • • , Fn) by R(F ), and let g; = GfR(F ). By Lemma 3.12 , it
follows that

Res(fl 0 G, . . . , F" 0 G) divides Res(G~R(F) , . . . , G~R(F» in Z[WF , We] .

By Theorem 3.10 and the hom ogeneity of Theorem 3 .8(b) we find that

with integers M, N ~ O. Since Res(G I ' . . . , Gn) and Res(F1, • • • , F,, ) are distinct
prime elements in Z[We , WF] (distinct because they involve independent vari­
ables), it follows that

wi th integers a, b ~ 0 and to = I or - I. Finally , we specialize F; to lV;Xf i and
we specialize G; to V;X f , with independent variables (WI' . . . , W", VI ' .. . , Vn)'
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Substituting in (**) , we obtain
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Res(W]U1Ix1dl, . . . , WnU~nX~d n)

= e Res(U,X1, . . . , UnX~)a Res(W,X11, • • • , WnX~n)b .

By the homogeneity of Theorem 3.8(b) we get

ITov;Udi)dl ...di ...dndn -1 = eITUf-laITw1 1...d;...dnb.
i i j

From this we get at once e = 1 and a, b are what they are stated to be in the
theorem.

Corollary 3.14. Let C = (C jj) be a square matrix with coefficients in A. Let
/;(X) = Fj(CX) (where CX is multiplicationof matrices. viewing X as a column
vector). Then

Res(f], . . . ,fn) = det(C)dl ...s; Res(F) , . .. , Fn)·

Proof. This is the case when d = 1 and gj is a linear form for each i.

Theorem 3.15. Let f" . . . , fn be homogeneous in A[X], and suppose
dn ~ d.for all i. Let h, be homogeneous of degree d; - d, in A[X]. Then

n-'
Res(f]> .. . ,fn-],fn + ? hJ) = Res(f" ... ,fn) in A.

J=]

Proof. We may assume j. = F, are the generic forms , Hi are forms generic
independent from F] , . . . , Fn, and A = Z[WF , WH ], where (WF ) and (WH )

are the coefficients of the respective polynomials . We note that the ideals
(F" . . . , Fn) and (F" . . . , Fn + .2: HjFj) are equal. From Lemma 3.12 we

J ~n

conclude that the two resultants in the statement of the theorem differ by a factor
of 1 or -1 . We may now specialize H ij to 0 to determine that the factor is + 1,
thus concluding the proof.

Theorem 3.16. Let 1T be a permutation of {I, . . . , n}, and let e(1T) be its
sign. Then

Res(F1T(l ) ' • • • , F1T(n») = e(1T)dl • • •d ; Res(F]> ... , Fn).

Proof. Again using Lemma 3.12 with the ideals (F" . . . , Fn) and
(F1T(l ) ' .. • , F1T(n»), which are equal , we conclude the desired equality up to a
factor ± 1, in Z[WF ] . We determine this sign by specializing F, to x«, and using
the multiplicativity of Theorem 3.10. We are then reduced to the case when
F, = Xi' so a linear form ; and we can apply Corollary 3.14 to conclude the proof.

The next theorem was an exercise in van der Waerden 's Moderne Algebra.
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Theorem 3.17. Let LI • .. . • Ln- I , F be generic fo rms in n variables, such
that L1•• •• • Ln - I are of degree I , and F has degree d = dn- Let

dN = I, ... , n)

be (_l)n - j times the j-th minor determinant of the coefficient matrix of the
form s (L t. . . . . Ln- I ) . Then

Res(LI> . . . , Ln - 1, F ) = F(d l> . . . , d n ) .

Proof. We first claim that for all j = I , . . . , n we have the congruence

where as usual, (W) are the coefficients of the forms L\> .. . , L n - I , F. To see
this, we consider the system of linear equations

If C = (C l , ... , c n-I ) is a square matrix with columns ci. then a solution of
a system of linear equations CX = C" satisfies Cramer' s rule

Xjdet(C I, . . . , cn-I) = det(C', . . . , C", . .. , cn-I) .

Using the fact that the determinant is linear in each column , (*) falls out.
Then from the congruence (*) it follows that

whence

Hence by Theorem 3.4 and the fact that Res(LI> " " L n - I> F) = R(W) generates
the elimination ideal , it follows that there exists c E Z[W] such that

Since the left side is homogeneous of degree I in the coefficients WF and homo­
geneous of degree d in the coefficients WLi for each i = I , .. . , n - I , it follows
from Theorem 3.8 that C E Z. Special izing L, to Xiand F toX~ makes dj specialize
to 0 if j =1= nand dll specializes to I . Hence the left side specializes to l , and
so does the right side, whence c = I. This concludes the proof.
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§4. RESULTANT SYSTEMS

The projection argument used to prove Theorem 3.4 has the advantage of
constructing a generic point in a very explicit way. On the other hand, no explicit,
or even effective , formula was given to construct a system of forms defining
al . We shall now reformulate a version of Theorem 3.4 over Z and we shall
prove it using a completely different technique which constructs effectively a
system of generators for an ideal of definition of the arithmetic variety (11 in
Theorem 3.2 .

Theorem 4.1. Given degrees d., ... , d, ~ I, and positive integers m, n. Let
(W) = (l¥;,(v» be the variables as in §3, (2) viewed as algebraically independent
elements over the integers Z. There exists an effectively determinable finite
number of polynomials Rp(W) E Z[W] having the following property. Let (f)
be as in (1), a system of form s of the given degrees with coefficients (w) in
some field k . Then (f) has a non-trivial common zero if and only if Rp(w) = 0
for all p.

A finite family {Rp } having the property stated in Theorem 4.1 will be called
a resultant system for the given degrees . According to van der Waerden
(Moderne Algebra, first and second edition, §80), the following technique of
proof using resultants goes back to Kronecker elimination, and to a paper of
Kapferer COber Resultanten und Resultantensysteme, Sitzungsber. Bayer . Akad.
Miinchen 1929, pp. 179-200) . The family of polynomials {Rp(W)} is called a
resultant system, because of the way they are constructed . They form a set of
generators for an ideal hi such that the arithmetic variety (1 I is the set of zeros
of hi' I don't know how close the system constructed below is to being a set of
generators for the prime ideal PI in Z[W] associated with (1 I' Actually we shall
not need the whole theory of Chapter IV , §10; we need only one of the char­
acterizing properties of resultants .
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Let p , q be positive integers. Let
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f v = voXif + v\Xif - lX2 + + vpX~

9w = woX[ + wlXi -lX2 + + WqX~

be two generic homogeneous polynomials in Z[v, W, Xl> X2] = Z[v, w][X] . In
Chapter IV, §10 we defined their resultant Res(fv, 9w) in case X2 = I, but we
find it now more appropriate to work with homogeneous polynomials. For our
purposes here , we need only the fact that the resultant R(v, w) is characterized
by the following property . If we have a specialization (a , b) of (v, w) in a field
K , and if fa ' f b have a factorization

P

f a = ao n (XI - ai X 2)
i = l

q

9b = bo n (Xl - (3jX2 )
j = 1

then we have the symmetric expression s in terms of the roots:

R(a, b) = Res(fa' f b) = aZbg n(a i - (3j)
l .J

= aZ n 9b(ai' 1) = (-I)P%{; nfa({3j, 1).
I J

From the general theory of symmetric polynomials , it is a priori clear that
R(v, w) lies in Z[v, w], and Chapter IV, §1O give s an explicit representation

where fPv ,w and l/Jv ,w E Z[ v , w, X] . Thi s representation will not be needed . The
next property will provide the basic inductive step for elimination .

Proposition 4.2. Let fa. 9b be homogeneous polynomials with coefficients in
a fi eld K . Then Rta , b) = 0 if and only if the system of equations

has a non-trivial zero in some extension of K (whi ch can be taken to befinite).

If ao = 0 then a zero of 9b is also a zero of f a; and if bo = 0 then a zero of f a

is also a zero of 9b' If aobo * 0 then from the expression of the resultant as a
product of the difference of root s (ai - (3j) the proposition follow s at once .

We shall now prove Theorem 4.1 by using resultants. We do thi s by induction
on n.
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If n = 1, the theorem is obvious .
If n = 2, r = 1, the theorem is again obvious , taking the empty set for (Rp) .

If n = 2, r = 2, then the theorem amounts to Proposition 4.2.
Assume now n = 2 and r > 2, so we have a system of homogeneous equations

o = fl (X) = h eX) = . . . = fr(X)

with (X) = (XI> X2 ) . Let d, be the degree oi ], and let d = max d.. We replace
the family {fj(X)} by the family of all polynomials

f i(X)X1- d; and fi(X)X~-d;, i = 1, . . . , r.

These two families have the same sets of non-trivial zeros, so to prove Theorem
4.1 we may assume without loss of generality that all the polynomials fl , ... ,
fr have the same degree d.

With n = 2, consider the generic system of forms of degree d in (X):

(4) Fi(\¥, X) = 0 with i = 1, ... , r, in two variables (X) = (XI' X2) ,

where the coefficients of F, are Wi,a, ... , \V; ,d so that

(W) = (WI,a ,· · " WI ,d"' " \¥",a, ·· · , \¥",d) '

The next proposition is a special case of Theorem 4.1, but gives the first step
of an induction showing how to get the analogue of Proposition 4.2 for such a
larger system, Let TI> .. . , T, and VI> . .. , U, be independent variables over
Z[W, X). Let F I , •. . , F; be the generic forms of §3 , (2). Let

f = FI (\¥, X)T I + + Fr(W, X)Tr

9 = FI (\¥, X)VI + + Fr(W, X)Vr

so I, 9 E Z[W , T, V][X). Then f , 9 are polynomials in (X) with coefficients in
Z[W, T, V). We may form their resultant

Res(f, g) E Z[W, T, V).

Thus Res(f, g) is a polynomial in the variables (T, V) with coefficients in Z[W].

We let (QJL(W» be the family of coefficients of this polynomial.

Proposition 4.3. The system {QJL(W)} just constructed satisfies the property
of Theorem 4.1. i.e. it is a resultant system for r forms of the same degree d.

Proof. Suppose that there is a non-trivial solution of a special system
Fj(W, X) = 0 with (w) in some field k . Then (w , T, V) is a common non-trivial
zero off, g, so Res(f, g) = 0 and therefore Qiw) = 0 for all JL. Conversely,
suppose that QJL(w) = 0 for all JL . Let /;(X) = Fi(w, X) . We want to show
that/;(X) for i = 1, .. . , r have a common non-trivial zero in some extension of
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k. If all fi are 0 in k[X\, X2] then they have a common non-trivial zero . If, say ,
fl * 0 in k[X], then specializing T2 , . .. , T; to 0 and T\ to I in the resultant
Res(j, g) , we see that

as a polynomial in k[U 2, •• • , Ur ] . After making a finite extension of k if neces­
sary, we may assume that I, (X) splits into linear factors . Let {aJ be the roots
of fl(X\, 1). Then some (ai' I) must also be a zero of f2U2 + .. . + frUn
which implies that (ai' I) is a common zero of f,, · . . ,fr since U2, . . . , U,
are algebraically independent over k. This proves Proposition 4.3.

We are now ready to do the inductive step with n > 2. Again, let

fi(X) = Fi(w , X) for j = I, . . . , r

be polynomials with coefficients (w) in some fields k.

Remark 4.4. There exists a non-trivial zero of the system

fi = 0 (i = 1, ... , r)

in some extension of k if and only if there exist

(x" .. . , Xn-t) * (0, . . . , 0) and (xn, t) * (0, 0)

in some extension of k such that

fi(tXI " ' " tXn-l' xn) = 0 for i = 1, .. . , r.

So we may now construct the system (Rp ) inductively as follows .
Let T be a new variable, and let x(n-I ) = (X" . . . , Xn - 1) . Let

Then gi is homogeneous in the two variables (Xn , Tv . By the theorem for two
variables, there is a system of polynomials (Q/L) in Z[W, x(n-I)] having the
property: if(w. .tn-I) is a point in afield K. then

gi(W. x(n-I) . Xn. T) have a non-trivial common zero for i = 1, .. . , r.

~ Q/L(w, x(n- I» ) = 0 for all J.L .

Viewing each Q/L as a polynomial in the variables (x(n-I)), we decompose each
Q/L as a sum of its homogeneous terms, and we let (HA(l¥, x(n-I))) be the fam­
ily of these polynomials, homogeneous in o«n-I)) . From the homogeneity
property of the forms Fj in (X), it follows that if t is transcendental over K
and gi(w, x(n- l), Xn, T) have a non-trivial common zero for j = I , . . . , r
then gi(w, tx(n -l), Xn, n also have a non-trivial common zero. Therefore
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Q/i(W, tX(n -l)) == 0 for all /-L, and so HA(w, x(n-I)) == O. Therefore we may use the
family of polynomials (HA) instead of the family (Q/i)' and we obtain the property:
if(w, x(n-l)) is a point in afield K. then

gj(W, x(n-I), Xn, T) have a non-trivial common zero for i == 1, . . . , r

<=>HA(w,x(n-l)) == ofor all A.

By induction on n, there exists a family (Rp(W)) of polynomials in Z[W]
(actually homogeneous), having the property: if (w) is a point in a field K, then

HA(w, x(n-l)) have a non-trivial common zero for all A

<=> Rp(w) == 0 for all p,

In light of Remark 4.4, this concludes the proof of Theorem 4.1 by the resultant
method .

§5. SPEC OF A RING

We shall extend the notions of §2 to arbitrary commutative rings.
Let A be a commutative ring . By spec(A) we mean the set of all prime ideals

of A . An element of spec(A) is also called a point of spec(A) .
If f E A, we view the set of prime ideals p of spec(A) containing f as the set

of zeros of f Indeed, it is the set of p such that the image of f in the canonical
homomorphism

A -+ All'

is O. Let 0 be an ideal, and let ~ (0) (the set of zeros of 0) be the set of all
primes of A containing c. Let 0 , b be ideals. Then we have:

Proposition 5.1.
(i) ~(ob) == ~ (0) U ~ (b).

(ii) If{oJ is a family of ideals. then ~(2:0j) == n ~(Oj).
(iii) We have ~ (0) C ~(b) if and only if radtc) :J rad(b), where radtu), the

radical of 0, is the set of all elements x E A such that x" E 0 for some
positive integer n.

Proof. Exercise. See Corollary 2.3 of Chapter X.

A subset C of spec(A) is said to be closed if there exists an ideal 0 of A such
that C consists of those prime ideals p such that 0 C p, The complement of a
closed subset of spec(A) is called an open subset of spec(A). The following
statements are then very easy to verify, and will be left to the reader .
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Proposition 5.2. The union of a finite number of closed sets is closed. The
intersection ofan arbitraryfamily of closed sets is closed.

The intersection of a finite number of open sets is open. The union of an
arbitraryfamily ofopen sets is open.

The empty set and spec(A) itself are both open and closed.

If S is a subset of A, then the set of prime ideals P E spec(A) such that S c: P
coincides with the set of prime ideals p containing the ideal generated by S.

The collection of open sets as in Proposition 5.2 is said to be a topology on
spec(A) , called the Zariski topology .

Remark. In analysis, one considers a compact Hausdorff space S. "Haus­
dorff" means that given two points P, Q there exists disjoint open sets Up, UQ

containing P and Q respectively . In the present algebraic context , the topology
is not Hausdorff. In the analytic context, let R be the ring of complex valued
continuous functions on S. Then the maximal ideals of R are in bijection with
the points of S (Gelfand-Naimark theorem). To each point PES, we associate
the ideal Mp of functions f such that f(P) = O. The association P ~ Mp

gives the bijection . There are analogous results in the complex analytic case.
For a non-trivial example, see Exercise 19 of Chapter XII .

Let A, B be commutative rings and cp : A ~ B a homomorphism. Then cp
induces a map

<p* = specre) = <p -l : spec(B) -> spec(A)

by

Indeed, it is immediately verified that <p - '(p) is a prime ideal of A. Note however
that the inverse image of a maximal ideal of B is not necessarily a maximal ideal
of A. Example ? The reader will verify at once that specto) is continuous, in the
sense that if U is open in spec(B) , then <p -l(U) is open in spec(A).

We can then view spec as a contravariant functor from the category of
commutative rings to the category of topological spaces .

By a point of spec(A) in a field L one means a mapping

spec/e) : spec(L) -> spec(A)

induced by a homomorphism <p: A -> L of A into L.
For example, for each prime number p, we get a point of spec(Z), namely

the point arising from the reduct ion map

Z -> Z/pZ.
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The corresponding point is given by the reversed arrow,

spec(Z) .- spec(ZjpZ).
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As another example, consider the polynomial ring k[X I' .. . , Xn] over a
field k. For each n-tuple (c., . . . , cn) in ka(n) we get a homomorphism

such that cp is the identity on k, and cp(Xj ) = c, for all i. The corresponding
point is given by the reversed arrow

spec k[X] .- specte").

Thus we may identify the points in n-space ka(n) with the points of spec k[X]
(over k) in k' ,

However, one does not want to take points only in the algebraic closure of
k, and of course one may deal with the case of an arbitrary variety V over k
rather than all of affine n-space. Thus let k[XI' . .. , xn ] be a finitely generated
entire ring over k with a chosen family of generators . Let V = spec k[x] . Let A
be a commutative k-algebra, corresponding to a homomorphism k ~ A . Then a
point of V in A may be described either as a homomorphism

or as the reversed arrow

spec(A) --> spec(k[x])

corresponding to this homomorphism. If we put c, = CP(xi), then one may call
(c) = (cI, .. . , Cn) the coordinates of the point in A . By a generic point of V
in a field K we mean a point such that the map cp :k[x] ~ K is injective, i.e . an
isomorphism of k[x] with some subring of K .

Let A be a commutative Noetherian ring. We leave it as an exercise to
verify the following assertions, which translate the Noetherian condition into
properties of closed sets in the Zariski topology.

Closed subsets of spec(A) satisfy the descending chain condition, i.e., if

is a descending chain of closed sets, then we have C, = Cn + I for all sufficiently
large n. Equivalently, let {C;} ieI be a family of closed sets. Then there exists a
relatively minimal element of this family, that is a closed set C io in the family
such that for all i, if C, c C io then C, = Cio. The proof follows at once from
the corresponding properties of ideals, and the simple formalism relating
unions and intersections of closed sets with products and sums of ideals.
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A closed set C is said to be irreducible if it cannot be expressed as the union
of two closed sets

with C 1 i= C and C2 i= C.

Theorem 5.3. Let A be a Noetherian commutative ring. Then every closed
set C can be expressed as a finite union of irreducible closed sets, and this
expression is unique if in the union

C = C 1 u .. · U C,

of irreducible closed sets, we have C, ¢ Cj if i i= j .

Proof. We give the proof as an example to show how the version of Theorem
2.2 has an immediate translation in the more general context of spec(A). Suppose
the family of closed sets which cannot be represented as a finite union of irreducible
ones is not empty. Translating the Noetherian hypothesis in this case shows that
there exists a minimal such set C. Then C cannot be irreducible , and we can
write C as a union of closed sets

C = C' u C",

with C' i= C and en i= C. Since C' and en are strictly smaller than C, then we
can express C' and en as finite unions of irreducible closed sets, thus getting a
similar expression for C, and a contradiction which proves existence.

As to uniqueness, let

C = C1 U ... U C, = ZI U ... u Z,

be an expression of C as union of irreducible closed sets, without inclusion
relations. For each Zj we can write

Z, = (Z, n C I) U . . . u (Z, nCr)'

Since each Z, n C j is a closed set, we must have Zj = Z, n C, for some i. Hence
Zj = C j for some i. Similarly, C j is contained in some Zk' Since there is no
inclusion relation among the Z/s, we must have Zj = C j = Zk' This argument
can be carried out for each Z, and each C j • This proves that each Zj appears
among the C/s and each C j appears among the Z/s, and proves the uniqueness
of our representation. This proves the theorem.

Proposition 5.4. Let C be a closed subset of spec(A). Then C is irreducible
if and only if C = ~(p) for some prime ideal p.

Proof. Exercise .

More properties at the same basic level will be given in Exercises 14-19.
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EXERCISES

IX, Ex

Integrality

I . (Hilbert-Zariski) Let k be a field and let V be a homogeneous variety with generic
point (x) over k. Let ?1 be the algebraic set of zeros in k" of a homogeneous ideal in
k[X] generated by forms II ' . .. .I. in k[X] . Prove that V n ?1 has only the trivial
zero if and only if each Xi is integral over the ring k[f(x)] = k[fI(X), . . . ,lrCx)].
(Compare with Theorem 3.7 of Chapter VII.)

2. Let II ' . .. , Ir be forms in n variables and suppose n > r . Prove that these forms
have a non-trivial common zero .

3. Let R be an entire ring . Prove that R is integrally closed if and only if the local ring
Rp is integrally closed for each' prime ideal p.

4 . Let R be an entire ring with quotient field K . Let t be transcendental over K . Let
I(t) = 2,a;ti E K[t] . Prove:

(a) IfIU) is integral over R[t], then all a, are integral over R.
(b) If R is integrally closed, then R[t] is integrally closed.

For the next exercises, we let R = k[x] = k[X]/p, where p is a homogeneous prime
ideal. Then (x) is a homogeneous generic point for a k-variety V. We let I be the integral
closure of R in k(x) . We assume for simplicity that k(x) is a regular extension of k.

5 . Let z = 2,c.x, with c, E k, and z *- O. If k[x) is integrally closed , prove that k[x /z]
is integrally closed .

6. Define an element IE k(x) to be homogeneous if lUx) = tdl(x) for t transcendental
over k(x) and some integer d. Let I E I. Show that I can be written in the form
1= L/;where each/; is homogeneous of degree i ;;; 0, and where also /; E I . (Some
/; may be 0, of course .)

We let Rm denote the set of elements of R which are homogeneous of degree m.
Similarly for 1m • We note that Rm and 1m are vector spaces over k, and that R (resp. l)

is the direct sum of all spaces Rm (resp. 1m ) for m = 0, I, . . . This is obvious for R, and
it is true for I because of Exercise 6.

7. Prove that I can be written as a sum 1= Rz, + ... + Rz; where each z, is homoge ­
neous of some degree d..

8. Define an integer m ~ I to be well behaved if I'ln = Iqm for all integers q ~ I. If
R = I, then all m are well behaved . In Exercise 7, suppose m ~ max d.. Show that
m is well behaved .

9. (a) Prove that 1m is a finite dimensional vector space over k . Let wo, .. . , WM be a
basis for 1mover k. Then k[lm] = k[w].

(b) If m is well behaved, show that k[lm] is integrally closed .
(c) Denote by k«x» the field generated over k by all quotients x.fx, with xj *- 0,

and similarly for k«w» . Show that k«x» = k«w» .

(If you want to see Exercises 4-9 worked out, see my Introduction to Algebraic
Geometry , Interscience 1958, Chapter V.)
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10. Prove that the resultant defined for n forms in n varia bles in §3 actu ally coi ncides
with the result ant of Chapter IV, or §4 when n = 2.

II . Let a = (f" . . . , f r) be a homogeneous idea l in k[X" . .. , Xn) (with k algebraica lly
closed). Assume that the only zeros of a consist of a finite number of point s
(x(l », . . . , (X(d» in project ive space p n- ' , so the coo rdinates of eac h x U ) can be
taken in k. Let uI' . . . , lin be independent variables and let

Lu(X) = ulX , + . .. + unXn·

Let R ,(u), .. . , R,(u ) E k[ul be a resultant system for f" . . . ,fr' Lu.
(a) Show that the common non-trivial zeros of the system Ri(u) (i = I , . . . , s)

in k are the zeros of the polynomial

f1 Lu(x(j) E k[ II l.
j

(b) Let D(u) be the greatest common divisor of R,(u) , . . . , R,(II) in k[ul . Show
that there exi st integers mj ~ I such that (up to a factor in k)

d

D(u) = f1 Lu(x(j »mj.
r- ,

[See van der Waerden , Moderne Algebra , Second Edit ion , Volume II , §79.l

12. For forms in 2 variables, prove directl y from the definit ion used in §4 that one has

Res(fg , h) = Res(f, h) Res(g, h)

Res(f, g) = ( -1 ) (deg!>( degg)Res(g, f) .

13. Let k be a field and let Z ---'> k be the canonical homomorph ism. If FE Z [W, XL we
denote by F the image of F in k[W, X] under this homomorphi sm. Thus we get R,
the image of the resultant R .

(a) Show that R is a generator of the prime ideal Pk.I of Theorem 3. 5 over the
field k. Thus we may denote R by Rk •

(b) Show that R is absolutely irreducible , and so is Rk • In other words, R, is
irreducibl e over the algebraic closure of k .

Spec of a ring

14 . Let A be a commutative ring. Define spec(A ) to be connecte d if spec(A) is not the
union of two disjoint non-empty closed sets (or equivalently , spec(A) is not the union
of two disjoint, non-empty open sets).

(a) Suppo se that there are idempotents el' e2 in A (that is ey = el and e~ = e2),
'* 0, I , such that e,e2 = 0 and el + e2 = 1. Show that spec(A) is not
connected.

(b) Con versely, if spec(A) is not connected, show that there exist idempotents
as in part (a).

In either case, the existence of the idemp otents is equi valent with the fact that the
ring A is a produ ct of two non-ze ro rings, A = A , X A2.
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15. Prove that the Zariski topology is compact , in other words: let {V J iEl be a family of
open sets such that

UVi = spec(A).
i

Show that there is a finite number of open sets V i" .. . , V i. whose union is spec(A).
[Hint: Use closed sets, and use the fact that if a sum of ideals is the unit ideal, then I
can be written as a finite sum of elements .]

16. Let f be an element of A. Let S be the multiplicative subset {I,J, F ,J3 , . . .} con­
sisting of the powers of f. We denote by Af the ring S-IA as in Chapter II, §3.
From the natural homomorphism A - Af one gets the corresponding map
spec(Af ) - spec(A) .

(a) Show that spec(Af ) maps on the open set of points in spec(A ) which are not
zeros off.

(b) Given a point p E spec(A ), and an open set V containing p, show that there
exists f such that p E spec(Af ) C V .

I7 . Let Vi = spec(Afi) be a finite family of open subsets of spec(A) covering spec(A).

For each i, let aJ/; E Ali' Assume that as functions on Vi n U, we have aJ/; = a/h
for all pairs i, j . Show that there exist s a unique element a E A such that a = aJ/;
in Af , for all i.

18. Let k be a field and let k[x l , • .. , xnl = A C K be a finitely generated subring of
some extension field K. Assume that k(x" . . . , xn) has transcendence degree r. Show
that every maximal chain of prime ideals

A :J PI :J Pz :J ... :J r; :J {O},

with PI oF- A , Pi oF- Pi+ l , Pm oF- {O}, must have m = r .

19. Let A = Z[x" . . . , xnl be a finitely generated entire ring over Z . Show that every
maximal chain of prime ideals as in Exercise 18 must have m = r + 1. Here, r =
transcendence degree of Q(x l , .. • , xn ) over Q.




