
CHAPTER III
Modules

Although this chapter is logicall y self-contained and prepares for future topics,
in practice readers will have had some acquaintance with vector spaces over a
field. We generalize this notion here to modules over rings . It is a standard fact
(to be reproved) that a vector space has a basis, but for module s this is not alway s
the case . Sometimes they do; most often they do not. We shall look into cases
where they do.

For examples of modules and their relations to those which have a basis, the
reader should look at the comments made at the end of §4.

§1. BASIC DEFINITIONS

Let A be a ring . A left module over A, or a left A-module M is an abelian
group, usually written additively, together with an operation of A on M (viewing
A as a multiplicative monoid by RI 2), such that, for all a, b E A and x, y E M
we have

(a + b)x = ax + bx and a(x + y) = ax + ay.

We leave it as an exercise to prove that a( - x) = - (ax) and that Ox = O. . By
definition of an operation, we have lx = x .

In a similar way, one defines a right A-module. We shall deal only with left
A-modules, unless otherwise specified, and hence call these simply A-modules,
or even modules if the reference is clear.
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118 MODULES III, §1

Let M be an A-module. By a submodule N of M we mean an additive sub­
group such that AN c N . Then N is a module (with the operation induced by
that of A on M).

Examples
We note that A is a module over itself.
Any commutative group is a Z-module.
An additive group consisting of 0 alone is a module over any ring.
Any left ideal of A is a module over A.

Let J be a two-sided ideal of A. Then the factor ring AIJ is actually a module
over A. If a E A and x + J is a coset of J in A, then one defines the operation
to be a(x + J) = ax + J. The reader can verify at once that this defines a module
structure on AIJ. More general, if M is a module and N a submodule, we shall
define the factor module below. Thus if L is a left ideal of A , then AlLis also
a module. For more examples in this vein , see §4.

A module over a field is called a vector space . Even starting with vector
spaces, one is led to consider modules over rings . Indeed, let V be a vector space
over the field K . The reader no doubt already knows about linear maps (which
will be recalled below systematically). Let R be the ring of all linear maps of V
into itself. Then V is a module over R. Similarly, if V = K" denotes the vector
space of (vertical) n-tuples of elements of K , and R is the ring of n x n matrices
with components in K , then V is a module over R. For more comments along
these lines , see the examples at the end of §2.

Let S be a non-empty set and M an A-module . Then the set of maps
Map(S , M) is an A-module . We have already noted previously that it is a com­
mutative group, and for f E Map(S, M ), a E A we define af to be the map
such that (af>(s) = af(s ). The axioms for a module are then trivially verified.

For further examples, see the end of this section.

For the rest of this section , we deal with a fixed ring A , and hence may omit
the prefix A-.

Let A be an entire ring and let M be an A-module. We define the torsion
submodule Mtor to be the subset of elements x E M such that there exists
a E A, a '* 0 such that ax = O. It is immediately verified that Mtor is a submodule.
Its structure in an important case will be determined in §7.

Let a be a left ideal, and M a module. We define aM to be the set of all
elements

with a, E a and Xi E M . It is obviously a submodule of M . If a, b are left ideals ,
then we have associativity, namely

a(bM) = (ab)M.
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We also ha ve some obvio us d istributivities, like (a + b)M = aM + bM. If
N, N' are submodules of M , then a(N + N') = aN + «N'.

Let M be an A-module, and N a submodule. We sha ll define a module
structure on the factor group MIN (for the additive group structure). Let
x + N be a coset of N in M, and let a E A. We define a(x + N) to be the
coset ax + N. It is tr ivial to verify that this is well defined (i.e. if y is in the
same coset as x, then aJ' is in the same coset as ax), and that thi s is an opera­
tion of A on MIN sat isfying the required condition , making MIN into a
module, called the factor module of M by N.

By a module-homomorphism one means a map

f :M -+ M'

of one module into another (over the same ring A) , which is an additive group­
homomorphism, and such that

f(a x) = af(x)

for all a E A and x E M. It is then clear that the collection of A-modules is a
category, whose morphisms are the module-homomorphisms usually also
called homomorphisms for simplicity, if no confu sion is possible . If we wish
to refer to the ring A, we also say that f is an A-homomorphism, or also that
it is an A-linear map .

If M is a module, then the identity map is a homomorphism. For any
module M', the map ( : M -+ M' such that ( x ) = 0 for all x E M is a homo­
morphism, called zero.

In the next section, we shall discuss the homomorphisms of a module into
itself, and as a result we shall give further examples of modules which arise in
pract ice . Here we continue to tabulate the translation of basic properties of groups
to modules.

Let M be a module and N a submodule. We have the canonical additive
group-homomorphism

f :M -+ MIN

and one verifies trivially that it is a module-homomorphism.
Equally trivially, one verifies that f is universal in the category of homo-

morphisms of M whose kernel contains N.

If f :M -+ M' is a module-homomorphism, then its kernel and image are
submodules ofM and M' respectively (trivial verification).

Letf: M~ M ' be a homomorphism. By the cokernel offwe mean the factor
modul e M,/Imf = M'/fCM). One may also mean the canonical homomorphism
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M' ~ M,/f(M) rather than the module itself. The context should make clear
which is meant. Thus the cokernel is a factor module of M' .

Canonical homomorphisms discussed in Chapter I, §3 apply to modules
mutatis mutandis. For the convenience of the reader, we summarise these
homomorphisms:

Let N, N' be two submodules of a module M . Then N + N' is also a sub­
module, and we havean isomorphism

NI(N n N') ~ (N + N')IN'.

If M :::::> M' :::::> Mil are modules, then

(MIM")/(M'IM") ~ MIM'.

Iff :M --+ M ' is a module-homomorphism, and N' is a submodule of M', then
f - '(N') is a submodule ofM andwehavea canonical injective homomorphism

! :Mlf-'(N') --+ M'IN'.

Iff is surjective, then! is a module-isomorphism.

The proofs are obtained by verifying that all homomorphisms which ap­
peared when dealing with abelian groups are now A-homomorphisms of
modules. We leave the verification to the reader.

As with groups, we observe that a module-homomorphism which is bijective
is a module-isomorphism. Here again, the proof is the same as for groups,
adding only the observation that the inverse map, which we know is a group­
isomorphism, actually is a module-isomorphism. Again, we leave the verifica­
tion to the reader.

As with abelian groups, we define a sequence of module-homomorphisms

M' £ M.!!. Mil

to be exact if Imf = Ker g. We have an exact sequence associated with a
submodule N of a module M, namely

0--+ N --+ M --+ MIN --+ 0,

the map of N into M being the inclusion, and the subsequent map being the
canonical map. The notion of exactness is due to Eilenberg-Steenrod.

If a homomorphism u: N --+ M is such that

O--+N~M

is exact, then we also say that u is a monomorphism or an embedding. Dually,
if

is exact, we say that u is an epimorphism .
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There are some things in mathematics which satisfy all the axioms of a ring
except for the existence of a unit element. We gave the example of LI(R) in
Chapter II, §1. There are also some things which do not satisfy associativity,
but satisfy distributivity . For instance let R be a ring, and for x, y E R define
the bracket product

[x, y] = xy - yx .

Then this bracket product is not associative in most cases when R is not com­
mutative , but it satisfies the distributive law.

Examples. A typical example is the ring of differential operators with C '
coefficients, operating on the ring of Coo functions on an open set in R ". The
bracket product

[D1, D2] = D 1 0 D2 - D2 0 D 1

of two differential operators is again a differential operator. In the theory of Lie
groups, the tangent space at the origin also has such a bracket product.

Such considerations lead us to define a more general notion than a ring. Let
A be a commutative ring . Let E, F be modules. By a bilinear map

g: E x E~ F

we mean a map such that given x E E, the map y ~ g(x, y) is A-linear , and
given y E E, the map x ~ g(x, y) is A-linear. By an A-algebra we mean a
module together with a bilinear map g : E x E ~ E. We view such a map as a
law of composition on E. But in this book, unles s otherwise specified, we shall
assume that our algebras are associative and have a unit element.

Aside from the examples already mentioned, we note that the group ring
A[G] (or monoid ring when G is a monoid) is an A-algebra, also called the group
(or monoid) algebra . Actually the group algebra can be viewed as a special
case of the following situation.

Let I : A ~ B be a ring-homomorphism such that I(A) is contained in the
center of B , i.e . ,j(a) commutes with every element of B for every a EA . Then
we may view B as an A-module, defining the operation of A on B by the map

(a, b) ~ I(a)b

for all a E A and b E B. The axioms for a module are trivially satisfied, and the
multiplicative law of composition B x B~ B is clearly bilinear (i.e., A-bilinear) .
In this book, unless otherwise specified, by an algebra over A, we shall always
mean a ring-homomorphism as above . We say that the algebra is finitely gen­
erated if B is finitely generated as a ring over I(A) .

Several examples of modules over a polynomial algebra or a group algebra
will be given in the next section, where we also establish the language of
representations .
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§2. THE GROUP OF HOMOMORPHISMS

III, §2

Let A be a ring, and let X, X ' be A-modules. We denote by HomA(X', X)
the set of A-homomorphisms of X' into X . Then HomA(X', X) is an abelian
group, the law of addition being that of addition for mappings into an abelian
group.

If A is commutative then we can make HomA(X', X) into an A-module, by
defining affor a E A and j s HomA(X', X) to be the map such that

(af)(x) = af(x).

The verification that the axioms for an A-module are satisfied is trivial. However,
if A is not commutative, then we view HomA(X', X) simply as an abelian group.

We also view HomAas a functor. It is actually a functor of two variables,
contravariant in the first and covariant in the second. Indeed, let Y be an
A-module, and let

be an A-homomorphism. Then we get an induced homomorphism

Homif, Y) : HomA(X, Y) -+ HomA(X', Y)

(reversing the arrow!) given by

This is illustrated by the following sequence of maps :

X'1. X s. Y.

The fact that HomA(f, Y) is a homomorphism is simply a rephrasing of the
property (gl + g2) 0 f = gl 0 f + g2 0 f, which is trivially verified. If f = id,
then composition withfacts as an identity mapping on g, i.e. g 0 id = g.

If we have a sequence of A-homomorphisms

X' -+ X -+ X",

then we get an induced sequence

HomA(X', Y) +- HomA(X, Y) +- HomA(X", Y).

Proposition 2.1. A sequence

X' ~ X -+ X" -+ 0

is exact if and only if the sequence

HomA(X', Y) +- HomA(X , Y) +- HomA(X", Y) +- 0

is exact for all Y.
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Proof This is an important fact , whose proof is easy. For instance,
suppose the first sequence is exact. If 9 : X " -> Y is an A-homomorphism, its
image in HomA(X, Y) is obtained by composing 9 with the surjective map of
X on X ". If this composition is 0, it follows that 9 = 0 because X -> X " is
surjective. As another example, cons ider a homomorphism g : X -> Y such
that the composition

X' ~X.!!..Y

is O. Then 9 vanishes on the image of A. Hence we can factor 9 through the
factor module,

Since X -> X" is surjective, we have an isomorphism

X /1m A+-+ X" .

Hence we can factor 9 through X ", thereby showing that the kernel of

HomA(X', Y) +- HomA(X, Y)

is contained in the image of

The other conditions needed to verify exactness are left to the reader. So is the
converse.

We have a similar situation with respect to the second variable, but then
the functor is covariant. Thus if X is fixed, and we have a sequence of A­
homomorphisms

Y' -> Y -> Y",

then we get an induced sequence

Proposition 2.2. A sequence

0-> Y' -> Y -> Y",

is exact ifand only if
0-> HomA(X, r") -> HomA(X, Y) -> HomA(X, Y")

is exact for all X .
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The verification will be left to the reader. It follows at once from the defini­
tions .

We note that to say that

0-+ y ' -+ Y

is exact means that Y' is embedded in Y, i.e. is isomorphic to a submodule of
Y. A homomorphism into Y' can be viewed as a homomorphism into Y if we
have Y' c Y. This corresponds to the injection

0-+ HomA(X, y ') -+ HomA(X, Y).

Let Mod(A) and Mod(B) be the categories of modules over rings A and B,
and let F : Mod(A) -+ Mod(B) be a functor. One says that F is exact if F
transforms exact sequences into exact sequences. We see that the Hom
functor in either variable need not be exact if the other variable is kept fixed.
In a later section, we define conditions under which exactness is preserved.

Endomorphisms. Let M be an A-module. From the relations

and its analogue on the right, namely

and the fact that there is an identity for composition, namely idM , we conclude
that HomA(M, M) is a ring, the multiplication being defined as composition
of mappings. If n is an integer ~ 1, we can write [ " to mean the iteration
of f with itself n times , and define r to be id. According to the general
definition of endomorphisms in a category, we also write End, (M) instead of
HomA(M , M) , and we call EndA(M ) the ring of endomorphisms.

Since an A-module M is an abelian group, we see that Homz(M, M) (= set
of group-homomorphisms of M into itself) is a ring, and that we could have
defined an operation of A on M to be a ring-homomorphism A -+ Homz(M, M).

Let A be commutative. Then M is a module over EndA(M). If R is a subring
of End;(M) then M is a fortiori a module over R. More generally , let R be a
ring and let p : R ~ EndA(M) be a ring homomorphism. Then p is called a
representation of Ron M . This occurs especially if A = K is a field . The linear
algebra of representations of a ring will be discussed in Part III, in several
contexts, mostly finite-dimensional . Infinite-dimensional examples occur in anal ­
ysis, but then the representation theory mixes algebra with analysis, and thus
goes beyond the level of this course .

Example. Let K be a field and let V be a vector space over K. Let
D: V ~ V be an endomorphism (K-linear map) . For every polynomial
P(X) E K[X] , P(X) = La;X; with a; E K , we can define
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P(D ) = La;Di:V~ V

as an endomorphism of V. The association P(X ) ~ P(D ) gives a representation

p: K[ X] ~ EndK(V),

which makes V into a K[X] -module. It will be shown in Chapter IV that K[X]
is a principal ring . In §7 we shall give a general structure theorem for modules
over principal ring s, which will be applied to the above example in the context
of linear algebra for finite-dimensional vector space s in Chapter XIV , §3. Readers
acquainted with basic linear algebra from an undergraduate course may wish to
read Chapter XIV alread y at this point.

Exampl es for infinite-dimensional vector spaces occur in analysis . For
instance , let V be the vector space of complex-valued CCfunctions on R . Let
D = d/dt be the derivative (if t is the variable) . Then D : V~ V is a linear map ,
and C[X] has the repre sentation p: C[X] ~ EndC<V) given by P ~ P(D) . A
similar situation exist s in several variables , when we let V be the vector space
of Coo functions in n variables on an open set of R ". Then we let D, = a/ati be
the partial derivative with respect to the i-th variable (i = I, .. . , n) . We obtain
a repre sentation

such that p(X i ) = Di .

Example. Let H be a Hilbert space and let A be a bounded herm itian oper­
ator on A. Then one considers the homomorphism R[X] ~ R[A] C End(H ) ,
from the polynomial ring into the algebra of endomorphisms of H , and one
extends this homomorphism to the algebra of continuous functions on the spec­
trum of A . C/. my Real and Functional Analysis , Springer Verlag , 1993.

Repre sentations form a category as follow s. We define a morphism of a
repre sentation p : R ~ EndA(M ) into a repre sentation p' : R ~ EndA(M ' ) , or in
other words a homomorphism of one representation of R to another , to be
an A-module homomorphism h : M ~ M' such that the following diagram is
commutative for every a E R:

M~M'

P<Cl» )P'<Cl>

M ------;;-- M'

In the case when h is an isomorphism, then we may replace the above diagram
by the commutative diagram
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where the symbol [h] denotes conjugation by h, i.e . for / E EndA(M ) we have
[h]f= h % h- I .

Representations: from a monoid to the monoid algebra. Let G be a
monoid . By a representation of G on an A-module M, we mean a homomor­
phism p : G~ EndA(M) of G into the multiplicative monoid of EndA(M). Then
we may extend p to a homomorphism of the monoid algebra

A[G] ~ EndA(M),

by letting

p( 2: axx) = 2: axp(x).
xeG xeG

Itis immediately verified that this extension of p toA[G] is a ring homomorphism,
coinciding with the given p on elements of G.

Examples: modules over a group ring. The next examples will follow a
certain pattern associated with groups of automorphisms . Quite generally, sup­
pose we have some category of objects , and to each object K there is associated
an abelian group F(K) , functorially with respect to isomorphisms . This means
that if a : K ~ K' is an isomorphism, then there is an associated isomorphism
F(a): F(K) ---+ F(K') such that F(idK ) = idK , and F(ar) = F(a) 0 F(r). Then
the group of automorphisms Aut(K) of an object operates on F(K) ; that is,
we have a natural homomorphism

Aut(K) ~ Aut(F(K)) given by a H F(a) .

Let G = Aut(K) . Then F(K) (written additively) can be made into a module
over the group ring Z[ G] as above . Given an element a = 2: aua E Z[G], with
au E Z, and an element x E F(K), we define

ax = 2: auF(a)x.

The conditions defining a module are trivially satisfied. We list several concrete
cases from mathematics at large, so there are no holds barred on the terminology .

Let K be a number field (i.e. a finite extension of the rational numbers). Let
G be its group of automorphisms . Associated with K we have the following
objects:

the ring of algebraic integers OK ;

the group of units ok;

the group of ideal classes C(K) ;

the group of roots of unity fL(K).

Then G operates on each of those objects, and one problem is to determine the
structure of these objects as Z[G]-modules. Already for cyclotomic fields this
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determination gives rise to substantial theories and to a number of unsolved
problems.

Suppose that K is a Galois extension of k with Galois group G (see Chapter
VI). Then we may view K itself as a module over the group ring k[ G] . In Chapter
VI, §13 we shall prove that K is isomorphic to k[G] as module over k[G] itself.

In topology, one considers a space X; and a finite coveringX. Then Aut(X/Xo)
operates on the homology of X, so this homology is a module over the group
ring .

With more structure , suppose that X is a projective non-singular variety , say
over the complex numbers . Then to X we can associate :

the group of divisor classes (Picard group) Pic(X);

in a given dimension , the group of cycle classes or Chow group CHP(X);

the ordinary homology of X;

the sheaf cohomology in general.

If X is defined over a field K finitely generated over the rationals , we can
associate a fancier cohomology defined algebraically by Grothendieck, and func­
torial with respect to the operation of Galois groups .

Then again all these objects can be viewed as modules over the group ring
of automorphism groups, and major problems of mathematics consist in deter­
mining their structure. I direct the reader here to two surveys, which contain
extensive bibliographies .

[CCFT 91] P. CAssou-NoGUES, T. CHINBURG, A. FROHLICH, M. J . TAYLOR,
L-functions and Galois modules, in L-functions and Arithmetic 1. Coates
and M. J. Taylor (eds.), Proceedings of the Durham Symposium July 1989,
London Math, Soc . Lecture Note Series 153, Cambridge University Press
(1991) , pp. 75-139

[La 821 S. LANG, Units andclass groups in number theory and algebraic geometry,
Bull . AMS Vol. 6 No.3 (1982), pp. 253-316

§3. DIRECT PRODUCTS AND
SUMS OF MODULES

Let A be a ring. Let {MiLE! be a family of modules . We defined their direct
product as abelian groups in Chapter I, §9. Given an element (Xi)iEl of the direct
product, and a E A, we define a(xi) = (axi) ' In other words , we multiply by an
element a componentwise. Then the direct product f1M i is an A-module. The
reader will verify at once that it is also a direct product in the category of
A-modules.
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Similarly , let

M = EBM i
i eI

III, §3

be their direct sum as abelian groups. We define on M a structure of A-module:
If (XJi eI is an element of M, i.e. a family of elements Xi E M, such that Xi = 0
for almost all i, and if a E A, then we define

that is we define multiplication by a componentwise. It is trivially verified that
this is an operation of A on M which makes M into an A-module. If one refers
back to the proof given for the existence of direct sums in the category of abelian
groups, one sees immediately that this proof now extends in the same way to
show that M is a direct sum of the family {MiLe I as A-modules. (For instance,
the map

Aj: M j -+ M

such that Aix) has j-th component equal to X and i-th component equal to 0
for i #- j is now seen to be an A-homomorphism.)

This direct sum is a coproduct in the category of A-modules. Indeed,
the reader can verify at once that given a family of A-homomorphisms
{fi : M, -7 N}, the map f defined as in the proof for abelian groups is also an A­
isomorphism and has the required properties. See Proposition 7.1 of Chapter I.

When I is a finite set, there is °a useful criterion for a module to be a direct
product.

Proposition 3.1. Let M be an A-module and n an integer ~ 1. For each
i = 1, ... , n let ({Ji : M -+ M be an A-homomorphism such that

n

L ({Ji = id and ({Ji a ({Jj = 0
i = 1

ifi #- j .

Then ({Jf = <pdor all i. Let M , = ({Ji(M), and let ({J: M -+ TI M, be such that

({J(x) = (({Jl(X), • .• , ({In(x)).

Then ({J is an A-isomorphism ofM onto the direct product TI Mi'

Proof For eachj, we have

n

({J j = ({Jj a id = ({Jj a L ({Ji = ({Jj 0 ({Jj = ({Jt,
i= 1

thereby proving the first assertion. It is clear that ({J is an A-homomorphism.
Let X be in its kernel. Since

n

X = id(x) = L ({Ji(X)
i = 1
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we conclude that x = 0, so cp is injective. Given elements Yi E M, for each
i = 1, . . . , n, let x = Yl + ... + Yn' We obviously have CPiYi) = 0 if i =1= j .
Hence

for eachj = I, . . . , n. This proves that cp is surjective, and concludes the proof
of our proposition.

We observe that when I is a finite set, the direct sum and the direct product
are equal.

Just as with abelian groups, we use the symbol EEl to denote direct sum.
Let M be a module over a ring A and let S be a subset of M. By a linear

combination of elements of S (with coefficients in A) one means a sum

where {ax} is a set of elements of A, almost all of which are equal to O. These
elements ax are called the coefficients of the linear combination. Let N be
the set of all linear combinations of elements of S. Then N is a submodule of
M, for if

are two linear combinations, then their sum is equal to

L(ax + bJx,
x eS

and if C E A, then

and these elements are again linear combinations of elements of S. We shall call
N the submodule generated by S, and we call S a set of generators for N. We
sometimes write N = A<S). IfS consists of one element x, the module generated
by x is also written Ax, or simply (x), and sometimes we say that (x) is a principal
module.

A module M is said to be finitely generated, or of finite type, or finite over
A, if it has a finite number of generators.

A subset S of a module M is said to be linearly independent (over A) if when­
ever we have a linear combination
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which is equal to 0, then ax = °for a ll XES. If S is linearly independent and if
two linear combinations

are equal, then ax = b, for all XES. Indeed, subtracting one from the other
yields L (ax - bx)x = 0, whence ax - b, =°for all x. If S is linearly indepen­
dent we shall also say that its elements are linearly independent. Similarly, a
family {xiLeI of elements of M is said to be linearly independent if whenever we
have a linear combination

LaiXi = 0,
i e l

then a, = °for all i. A subset S (resp. a family {Xi}) is called linearly dependent
if it is not linearly independent, i.e. if there exists a relation

La.» = ° resp.
xeS

LaiXi = °
i e l

with not all ax (resp . a;) = 0. Warning. Let x be a single element of M which
is linearly independent. Then the family {xiL=l ,....n such that Xi = x for all i
is linearly dependent if n > 1, but the set consisting of x itself is linearly inde­
pendent.

Let M be an A-module , and let {MJieI be a family of submodules. Since
we have inclusion-homomorphisms

we have an induced homomorphism

which is such that for any family of elements (X;)i eI , all but a finite number of
which are 0, we have

,1AX;)) = LXi '
i e I

If ,1* is an isomorphism, then we say that the family {MiLe I is a direct sum
decomposition of M. This is obviously equivalent to saying that every element
of M has a unique expression as a sum

with Xi EM;, and almost all Xi = 0. By abuse of notation, we also write

M = EBM;

in this case.
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If the family {MJ is such that every element of M has some expression as a
sum LXi (not necessarily unique), then we write M = LM i' In any case, if
{MJ is an arbitrary family of submodules, the image of the homomorphism ,1*
above is a submodule of M, which will be denoted by LM i'

If M is a module and N , N' are two submodules such that N + N' = M
and N n N' = 0, then we have a module-isomorphism

M;:::: N EEl N',

just as with abelian groups, and similarly with a finite number of submodules.
We note, of course, that our discussion of abelian groups is a special case

of our discussion of modules, simply by viewing abelian groups as modules
over Z. However, it seems usually des irable (albeit inefficient) to develop first
some statements for abelian groups, and then point out that they are valid
(obviously) for modules in general.

Let M , M', N be modules. Then we have an isomorphism of abelian groups

and similarly

The first one is obtained as follows. Iff: M EEl M' --> N is a homomorphism,
thenfinduces a homomorphismj', : M --> N and a homomorphismj, : M' --> N
by composing f with the injections of M and M' into their direct sum re­
spectively:

M --> M EEl {O} c M EEl M ' ~ N,

M' --> {O} EEl M' c M EEl M' ~ N .

We leave it to the reader to verify that the association

gives an isomorphism as in the first box. The isomorphism in the second box
is obtained in a similar way. Given homomorphisms

and

L: N --> M '
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we have a homomorphism f : N --+ M x M' defined by

f( x) = Ul(X),fz(X)).

It is trivial to verify that the association

III, §3

gives an isomorphism as in the second box.
Of course, the direct sum and direct product of two modules are isomorphic ,

but we distinguished them in the notation for the sake of functoriality , and to
fit the infinite case, see Exercise 22.

Proposition 3.2. Let 0 --+ M' .!.. M .J4 M" --+ 0 be an exact sequence of
modules. The following conditions are equivalent :

1. There exists a homomorphism <p : M" --+ M such that g 0 tp = id.
2. There exists a homomorphism t/J: M --+ M' such that t/J of = id.

If these conditions are satisfied, then we have isomorphisms :

M = 1mfEEl Ker t/J, M = Ker g EEl 1m <p,

M ~ M'EElM".

Proof. Let us write the homomorphisms on the right:

M #. M " --+ O.
'"

Let x E M. Then

x - <p(g(x))

is in the kernel of g, and hence M = Ker g + 1m <po
This sum is direct , for if

x= y+ z

with y E Ker g and z E 1m <p, z = <pew) with WE M ", and applying g yields
g(x) = w. Thus w is uniquely determined by x, and therefore z is uniquely
determined by x. Hence so is y, thereby proving the sum is direct.

The arguments concerning the other side of the sequence are similar and
will be left as exercises, as well as the equivalence between our conditions. When
these conditions are satisfied, the exact sequence of Proposition 3.2 is said to
split . One also says that !/J splits f and cp splits g .
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Abelian categories
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Much in the theory of modules over a ring is arrow-theoretic. In fact, one
needs only the notion of kernel and cokernel (factor modules). One can axi­
omatize the special not ion of a category in which many of the arguments are
valid, especially the arguments used in this chapter. Thus we give this axi­
omatization now, although for concreteness, at the beginning of the chapter,
we continue to use the language of modules. Readers should strike their own
balance when they want to slide into the more general framework.

Consider first a category Q such that Mor(E, F) is an abelian group for
each pair of objects E, F of Q, satisfying the following two conditions:

AB 1. The law of composition of morphisms is bilinear, and there exists
a zero object 0, i.e. such that Mor(O, E) and Mor(E, 0) have precisely
one element for each object E.

AB 2. Finite products and finite coproducts exist in the category.

Then we say that Q is an additive category.
Given a morphism E .!... F in Q, we define a kernel off to be a morphism

E' --+ E such that for all objects X in the category, the following sequence is
exact :

0--+ Mor(X, E') --+ Mor(X, E) --+ Mor(X, F).

We define a cokernel for fto be a morphism F --+ F" such that for all objects X
in the category, the following sequence is exact :

o~ Mor(F", X) ~ Mor(F, X) ~ Mor(E, X) .

It is immediately verified that kernels and cokernels are universal in a suitable
category, and hence uniquely determined up to a unique isomorphism if they
exist.

AB 3. Kernels and cokernels exist.

AB 4. Iff: E --+ F is a morphism whose kernel is 0, thenf is the kernel
of its cokernel. If.r : E --+ F is a morphism whose cokernel is 0,
then f is the cokernel of its kernel. A morphism whose kernel
and cokernel are 0 is an isomorphism.

A category Q satisfying the above four axioms is called an abelian category.
In an abelian caegory, the group of morphisms is usually denoted by Hom,

so for two objects E, F we write

Mor(E, F) = Hom(E, F) .

The morphisms are usually called homomorphisms. Given an exact sequence

0--+ M' --+ M,
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we say that M ' is a subobject of M , or that the homomorphism of M ' into M is a
monomorphism . Dually, in an exact sequence

M ...... M" ...... O,

we say that M " is a quotient object of M , or that the homomorphism of M to
M" is an epimorphism, instead of saying that it is surjective as in the category of
modules. Although it is convenient to think of modules and abelian groups to
construct proofs, usually such proofs will invol ve onl y arrow-theoretic argu­
ment s, and will therefore apply to any abelian category. However , all the abelian
categories we shall meet in this book will have elements, and the kernels and
cokernels will be defined in a natural fashion , close to those for modules , so
readers may restrict their attention to these concrete cases.

Examples of abelian categories . Of course, modules over a ring form an
abelian category, the most common one. Finitely generated modules over a
Noetherian ring form an abelian category , to be studied in Chapter X.

Let k be a field. We consider pairs (V, A) consisting of a finite-dimensional
vector space V over k, and an endomorphism A: V~ V. By a homomorphism
(morphism) of such pairs j: (V , A) ~ (W, B) we mean a k-homomorphism
j: V~ W such that the following diagram is commutative:

V ----+ W
f

It is routinely verified that such pairs and the above defined morphisms form an
abelian category. Its elements will be studied in Chapter XIV .

Let k be a field and let G be a group. Let Modk(G) be the category of finite­
dimensional vector spaces V over k, with an operation of G on V, i .e. a homo­
morphism G~ Autk(V). A homomorphism (morphism) in that category is a k­
homomorphismj: V ~ W such thatj(ax) = aj(x) for all x E V and a E G. It
is immediate that Modk(G) is an abelian category . This category will be studied
especially in Chapter XVIII.

In Chapter XX, §I we shall consider the category of complexes of modules
over a ring . This category of complexes is an abelian category .

In topology and differential geometry , the category of vector bundles over
a topological space is an abelian category.

Sheaves of abelian groups over a topological space form an abelian category ,
which will be defined in Chapter XX, §6.
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§4. FREE MODULES

FREE MODULES 135

Let M be a module over a ring A and let S be a subset of M. We shall say that
S is a basisof M if S is not empty, if S generates M, and if S is linearly independent.
If S is a basis of M, then in particular M i= {O} if A i= {O} and every element of
M has a unique expression as a linear combination of elements of S. Similarly,
let {XJie1 be a non-empty family of elements of M. We say that it is a basisof
M if it is linearly independent and generates M.

If A is a ring, then as a module over itself, A admits a basis, consisting of the
unit element I.

Let I be a non-empty set, and for each i E I, let Ai = A, viewed as an A­
module. Let

Then F admits a basis, which consists of the elements e, of F whose i-th com­
ponent is the unit element of Ajo and having all other components equal to O.

By a free module we shall mean a module which admits a basis, or the zero
module.

Theorem4.1. Let A be a ringand M a module over A. Let I be a non-empty
set, and let {XJiel be a basis of M. Let N be an A-module, and let {yJiel
be a family of elements of N. Then there exists a unique homomorphism
f :M -> N such that f(xJ = Yi for all i.

Proof Let x be an element of M. There exists a unique family {aiLel of
elements of A such that

We define

It is then clear that f is a homomorphism satisfying our requirements, and
that it is the unique SUCh, because we must have

f(x) = LaJ(xJ

Corollary 4.2. Let the notation be as in the theorem, and assume that {yJiel
is a basis of N. Then the homomorphism f is an isomorphism, i.e. a module­
isomorphism.

Proof By symmetry, there exists a unique homomorphism

g :N->M
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such that g(y;) = Xi for all i, and f og and g ofare the respective identity map­
pings.

Corollary 4.3. Two modules having bases whose cardinalities are equalare
isomorphic.

Proof Clear.

We shall leave the proofs of the following statements as exercises.

Let M be a free module over A, with basis {xiLe f ' so that

M = EBAxi'
iel

Let a be a two sided ideal of A. Then aM is a submodule of M. Each nr, is a
submodule of AXi' We have an isomorphism (of A-modules)

M/aM :::::: EB Ax i/axi'
i e I

Furthermore, each Axfax, is isomorphic to A/a, as A-module.

Suppose in addition that A is commutative. Then A/a is a ring. Furthermore
M/aM is afree moduleover A/a, and each Axi/axi isfree over A/a. IfXi is the
imageofXi under the canonical homomorphism

then the singleelement Xi is a basis of Ax.kxx, over A/a.

All of these statements should be easily verified by the reader. Now let A be
an arbitrary commutative ring. A module M is called principal if there exists
an element X E M such that M = Ax. The map

a H ax (for a E A)

is an A-module homomorphism of A onto M, whose kernel is a left ideal a, and
inducing an isomorphism of A-modules

A/a = M.

Let M be a finitely generated module, with generators {VI"' " vn } . Let F
be a free module with basis {e., ... , en}. Then there is a unique surjective
homomorphismf: F~ M such that j'(e.) = Vi' The kernel offis a submodule
MI ' Under certain conditions , M1 is finitely generated (ef. Chapter X, §l on
Noetherian rings), and the process can be continued. The systematic study of
this process will be carried out in the chapters on resolutions of modules and
homology.
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Of course , even if M is not finitely generated , one can carry out a similar
construction , by using an arbitrary indexing set. Indeed, let {v;} (i E l) be a family
of generators . For each i , let F, be free with basis consisting of a single element
e., so F, = A. Let F be the direct sum of the modules F, (i E l) , as in Proposi­
tion 3. I . Then we obtain a surjective homomorphism f : F ~ M such that
f(ej) = Vj' Thus every module is a factor module of a free module .

Just as we did for abelian groups in Chapter I, §7, we can also define the
free module over a ring A generated by a non-empty set S. We let A(S) be the
set of functions <p : S~ A such that <p(x) = 0 for almost all XES. If a E A and
XES , we denote by ax the map <p such that <p(x) = a and <p(y) = 0 for y "* x .
Then as for abelian groups, given <p E A(S) there exist elements aj E A and
x, E S such that

<p = a,xI + . . . + anxw

It is immediately verified that the family of functions {8x } (x E S) such that
8x<x) = I and 8xCY) = 0 for y "* x form a basis for A(S). In other words, the ex­
pression of <p as 2: a.x, above is unique . This construction can be applied
when S is a group or a monoid G, and give s rise to the group algebra as in
Chapter II , §5.

Projective modules

There exists another important type of module closely related to free modules,
which we now discuss .

Let A be a ring and P a module. The following properties are equivalent,
and define what it means for P to be a projective module .

PI. Given a homomorphism f : P --> M" and surjective homomorphism
g : M --> M", there exists a homomorphism h : P --> M making the
following diagram commutative.

P 2. Every exact sequence 0 --> M' --> M" --> P --> 0 splits.

P 3. There exists a module M such that P EB M is free, or in words, P is a
direct summand of a free module.

P 4. The functor M f--> HomACP, M) is exact.

We prove the equivalence of the four conditions.
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Assume P I. Given the exact sequence of P 2, we consider the map f = id
in the diagram

p

;/ j'"
M"~P~O

Then h gives the desired splitting of the sequence.
Assume P 2. Then represent P as a quotient of a free module (cf. Exercise 1)

F -+ P -+ 0, and apply P 2 to this sequence to get the desired splitting, which
represents F as a direct sum of P and some module.

Assume P 3. Since HomA(X EB Y, M) = HomA(X, M) EB HomA(Y, M),
and since M ~ HomA(F, M) is an exact functor if F is free, it follows that
HomA(P, M) is exact when P is a direct summand ofa free module, which proves
P4.

Assume P 4 . The proof of P 1 will be left as an exercise.

Examples. It will be proved in the next section that a vector space over a
field is always free, i.e . has a basis . Under certain circumstances, it is a theorem
that projective modules are free . In §7 we shall prove that a finitely generated
projective module over a principal ring is free. In Chapter X, Theorem 4.4 we
shall prove that such a module over a local ring is free; in Chapter XVI, Theo­
rem 3.8 we shall prove that a finite fiat module over a local ring is free; and in
Chapter XXI , Theorem 3.7, we shall prove the Quillen-Suslin theorem that
if A = k[X\, ... , Xn ] is the polynomial ring over a field k, then every finite pro­
jective module over A is free .

Projective modules give rise to the Grothendieck group . Let A be a ring .
Isomorphism classes of finite projective modules form a monoid . Indeed, if P
is finite projective, let [P] denote its isomorphism class. We define

[P] + [Q] = [P EB Q].

This sum is independent of the choice of representatives P, Q in their class. The
conditions defining a monoid are immediately verified . The corresponding Groth­
endieck group is denoted by K(A).

We can impose a further equivalence relation that P is equivalent to pi if
there exist finite free modules F and F' such that P EB F is isomorphic to
pi EB F'. Under this equivalence relation we obtain another group denoted by
Ko(A) . If A is a Dedekind ring (Chapter II, § I and Exercises 13-19) it can be
shown that this group is isomorphic in a natural way with the group of ideal
classes Pic(A) (defined in Chapter II, §I) . See Exercises II , 12, 13. It is also a
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problem to determine Ko(A) for as many rings as possible, as explicitly as pos­
sible . Algebraic number theory is concerned with Ko(A) when A is the ring of
algebraic integers of a number field. The Quillen-Suslin theorem shows if A is
the polynomial ring as above, then Ko(A) is trivial.

Of course one can carry out a similar construction with all finite modules.
Let [M] denote the isomorphism cla ss of a finite module M . We define the sum
to be the direct sum. Then the isomorphism classes of modules over the ring
form a monoid , and we can associate to this monoid its Grothendieck group .
This construction is applied especiall y when the ring is commutative . There are
many variations on this theme . See for instance the book by Bass, Algebraic
K-theory, Benjamin , 1968 .

There is a variation of the definition of Grothendieck group as follows. Let
F be the free abelian group generated by isomorphism clas ses of finite modu les
over a ring R , or of modules of bounded cardinality so that we deal with sets .
In this free abelian group we let I' be the subgroup generated by all elements

[M] - [M '] - [M il]

for which there exists an exact sequence 0 ~ M' ~ M ~ Mil ~ O. The factor
group FIf is called the Grothendieck group K(R) . We shall meet this group
again in §8 , and in Chapter XX , §3 . Note that we may form a similar Grothendieck
group with any family of modules such that M is in the family if and only if M'
and M il are in the famil y . Taking for the family finite projective modules , one
sees easily that the two possible definitions of the Grothendieck group coincide
in that case.

§5. VECTOR SPACES

A module over a field is called a vector space.

Theorem 5.1. Let V be a vector space over a fi eld K, and assume that
V =t- {O}. Let r be a set ofgenerators of V over K and let S be a subset ofr
which is linearly indep endent. Then there exists a basis <B of V such that
S c <B cr.

Proof Let Z be the set whose elements are subsets T of r which contain S
and are linearly independent. Then T is not empty (it contains S), and we
contend that ::r is inductively ordered. Indeed, if {'Ii} is a totally ordered subset
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of 1: (by ascending inclusion), then U7; is again linearly independent and con­
tains S. By Zorn's lemma, let <:B be a maximal element of 1:. Then <:B is linearly
independent. Let W be the subspace of V generated by <:B . If W i= V, there
exists some element x E r such that x ¢ W. Then <:B u {x} is linearly inde­
pendent, for given a linear combination

we must have b = 0, otherwise we get

x = - Lb-IayYEW.
yE<ll

By construction, we now see that ay = °for all Y E <:B, thereby proving that
<:B u {x} is linearly independent, and contradicting the maximality of <:B. It
follows that W = V, and furthermore that <:B is not empty since V i= {a}. This
proves our theorem.

If V is a vector space i= {a}, then in particular, we see that every set of
linearly independent elements of V can be extended to a basis, and that a basis
may be selected from a given set of generators.

Theorem 5.2. Let V be a vector space over a field K. Then two bases of V
over K have the same cardinality.

Proof. Let us first assume that there exists a basis of V with a finite
number of elements, say {VI' . •. , Vm }, m ~ 1. We shall prove that any other
basis must also have m elements. For this it will suffice to prove : If WI' • • • , w,
are elements of V which are linearly independent over K, then n ~ m (for
we can then use symmetry). We proceed by induction. There exist elements
c l , . . . , c; of K such that

(1)

and some c., say CI , is not equal to 0. Then VI lies in the space generated
by WI' V2,"" Vm over K, and this space must therefore be equal to V itself.
Furthermore, WI' V2 , .•• , Vm are linearly independent, for suppose b l , • • • , bm

are elements of K such that

If b l i= 0, divide by b, and express WI as a linear combination of V2' • • . , Vm •

Subtracting from (1) would yield a relation of linear dependence among the
Vi> which is impossible. Hence b l = 0, and again we must have all b, = °
because the Vi are linearly independent.
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Suppose inductively that after a suitable renumbering of the Vi ' we have
found WI> .. . , w, (r < n) such that

is a basis of V. We express W r+ 1 as a linear combination

with Ci E K. The coefficients of the Vi in this relation cannot all be 0 ; otherwise
there would be a linear dependence among the Wj ' Say Cr+ 1 =1= O. Using an
argument similar to that used above, we can replace vr + 1 by wr + 1 and still have
a basis of V. This means that we can repeat the procedure until r = n, and
therefore that n ~ m, thereby proving our theorem.

We shall leave the general case of an infinite basis as an exercise to the
reader. [Hint: Use the fact that a finite number of elements in one basis is
contained in the space generated by a finite number of elements in another basis.]

If a vector space V adm its one basis with a finite number of elements, say m,
then we shall say that V is finite dimensional and that m is its dimension. In
view of Theorem 5.2, we see that m is the number of elements in any basis
of V. If V = {O}, then we define its dimension to be 0, and say that V is
O-dimensional. We abbreviate ..dimension" by ..dim" or ..dirnj," if the
reference to K is needed for clarity.

When dealing with vector spaces over a field, we use the words subspace
and factor space instead of submodule and factor module.

Theorem 5.3. Let V bea vector space overafield K, andlet W bea subspace.
Then

dirnj, V = dim K W + dimj, V/W.

Iff: V --+ U is a homomorphism of vector spaces over K , then

dim V = dim Ker f + dim Imj.

Proof. The first statement is a special case of the second, taking for f the
canonical map. Let {UdiEl be a basis of 1m f, and let {wj}jEJ be a basis of
Ker f. Let {Vd iel be a family of elements of V such that f(vJ = Ui for each
i E I . We contend that

is a basis for V. This will obviously prove our assertion.
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Let x be an element of V. Then there exist elements {aJjE/ of K almost
all of which are 0 such that

f(x) = L ajUj .
jE/

is in the kernel off, and there exist elements {bj}jEJ of K almost all of which are
osuch that

From this we see that x = L ajVi + L bjwj, and that {Vi'Wj} generates V.
It remains to be shown that the family {vj, wJ is linearly independent. Suppose
that there exist elements c., dj such that

Applyingfyields

0= L cJ (vJ = L c.u.,

whence all Cj = O. From this we conclude at once that all dj = 0, and hence that
our family {vj, Wj} is a basis for V over K, as was to be shown.

Corollary 5.4. Let V be a vector space and W a subspace . Then

dim W ~ dim V.

If V is finite dimensional and dim W = dim V then W = V.

Proof Clear.

§6. THE DUAL SPACE AND DUAL MODULE

Let E be a free module over a commutative ring A . We view A as a free
module of rank lover itself. By the dual module E V of E we shall mean the
module Hom(E, A) . Its elements will be called functionals. Thus a functional
on E is an A-linear map f : E ~ A. If x E E and j" E E V

, we sometimes denote
I(x) by (x,f) . Keeping x fixed, we see that the symbol (x,f) as a function of
IE E V is A-linear in its second argument, and hence that x induces a linear map
on EV, which is 0 if and only if x = O. Hence we get an injection E ~ E VV

which is not always a surjection.
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Let {XJ iEI be a basis of E. For each i E l iei f, be the unique functional such
thatJi(xj) = Dij (in other words , I if i = j and 0 if i * j) . Such a line ar map
exists by general propert ies of bases (Theorem 4 . 1).

Theorem 6.1. Let E be a finit e free module over the commutative ring A .
offinite dimension n. Then EV is also f ree. and dim E V = n. If {xl . · · · . xn}
is a basis for E. and fi is the fun ctional such that fi(xj) = Dij. then {fl ' . . . . f n}
is a basis fo r EV

•

Proof. Let f E E V and let a, = f (Xi) (i = 1, . .. , n). We have

f(CIXI + . .. + c"xn) = cd(xl) + ... + c"f(xn)·

Hence f = o-J, + . .. + «J; and we see that the fi generate E V
• Furthermore,

the y are linearl y independ ent , for if

bdl + . .. + bnfn = 0

with b, E K , then evaluating the left-hand side on Xi yields

bJi(xi) = 0,

when ce b, = 0 for all i . Th is proves our theorem.

Given a basis {xJ (i = I , . .. , n) as in the theorem , we call the basis {fJ
the dual basis. In term s of these bases , we can express an element A of E with
coordinates (a l' . . . • an), and an element B of E v with coordinates (b l , .. . , bn),
such that

B = bdl + . .. + bn!, ,·

Then in term s of these coo rdinates , we see that

(A, B ) = a. b , + .. . + anb" = A . B

is the usual dot product of n-tuples.

Corollary 6.2. When E is f ree fi nite dimensional . then the map E ~ E V V

which to each x E V associates the f unctionalf ~ (r, f) on E V is an isomorphism
of E onto E V V

•

Proof. Note that since {II ' .. . , f,,} is a basis for E V
, it foll ows from the

defin itions that {XI" ' " x,,} is the dual basis in E , so E = E Vv.

Theorem 6.3. Let U, V, W be finite f ree modules over the commutative ring
A. and let

A '"O ~ W~ V~ U ~ O

be an exact sequence of A-homomorphisms . Then the induced sequence
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i.e.

is also exact .
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Proof This is a consequence of P2 , because a free module is projective.

We now consider properties which have specifically to do with vector spaces,
because we are going to take factor spaces. So we assume that we deal with
vector spaces over a field K .

Let V, V' be two vector spaces, and suppose given a mapping

V x V' --+ K

denoted by
(x, x') 1---+ ( x, x' )

for x E V and x' E V'. We call the mapping bilinear if for each x E V the function
x' 1---+ ( x, x' ) is linear, and similarly for each x' E V' the function x 1---+ ( x, x' ) is
linear. An element x E V is said to be orthogonal (or perpendicular) to a subset
S' of V' if ( x, x' ) = 0 for all x' E S'. We make a similar definition in the
opposite direction. It is clear that the set of x E V orthogonal to S' is a sub­
space of V.

We define the kernel of the bilinear map on the left to be the subspace of V
which is orthogonal to V', and similarly for the kernel on the right.

Given a bilinear map as above,

V x V' --+ K ,

let W' be its kernel on the right and let W be its kernel on the left. Let x' be
an element of V'. Then x' gives rise to a functional on V, by the rule x 1---+ ( x, x' ),
and this functional obviously depends only on the coset of x' modulo W' ; in
other words, if x', == x~ (mod W'), then the functionals x 1---+ ( x, x', ) and
x 1---+ ( x, x~ ) are equal. Hence we get a homomorphism

V' ~ V V

whose kernel is precisely W' by definition, whence an injective homomorphism

o~ V'/W' ~ VV.

Since all the functionals arising from elements of V' vanish on W , we can view
them as functionals on V/W , i.e . as elements of (V/W)v . So we actually get an
injective homomorphism

o~ V'/W' ~ (V/ W) v.

One could give a name to the homomorphism

g : V' ~ VV
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such that
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( x, x' ) = <x, g(X'»

for all x E V and x' E V' . However, it will usually be possible to describe it by an
arrow and call it the induced map, or the natural map. Giving a name to it
would tend to make the terminology heavier than necessary.

Theorem 6.4. Let V x V' ~ K be a bilinear map, let W, W' be its kernels
on the left and right respectively, and assume that V' /W' is finite dimensional.
Then the induced homomorphism V' /W' ~ (V/W)v is an isomorphism .

Proof. By symmetry, we have an induced homomorphism

V/W ~ (V '/W')v

which is injective . Since

dim(VI/W')v = dim V'/W'

it follows that V/W is finite dimensional. From the above injective homomor­
phism and the other, namely

o~ V'/W' ~ (V/W)v,

we get the inequalities

dim V/W ~ dim V'/W '

and

dim V'/W' ~ dim V/W,

whence an equality of dimensions. Hence our homomorphisms are surjective
and inverse to each other, thereby proving the theorem.

Remark 1. Theorem 6.4 is the analogue for vector spaces of the duality
Theorem 9.2 of Chapter 1.

Remark 2. Let A be a commutative ring and let E be an A-module . Then
we may form two types of dual :

E" = Hom(E , Q/Z) , viewing E as an abelian group;

EV = HomA(E, A), viewing E as an A-module .

Both are called dual, and they usually are applied in different contexts . For
instance, EV will be considered in Chapter Xlll , while E" will be considered in
the theory of injective modules, Chapter XX, §4. For an example of dual module
EV see Exercise 11. If by any chance the two duals arise together and there is
need to distinguish between them, then we may call E" the Pontrjagin dual.
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Indeed , in the theory of topological groups G, the group of continuous homo­
morphisms of G into R/Z is the classical Pontrjagin dual , and is classically
denoted by GA, so I find the preservation of that terminology appropriate .

Instead of R/Z one may take other natural groups isomorphic to R/Z . The
most common such group is the group of complex numbers of absolute value 1,
which we denote by 8) . The isomorphism with R/Z is given by the map

Remark 3. A bilinear map V x V~ K for which V' == V is called a bilinear
form. We say that the form is non-singular if the corresponding maps

V' ~ VV and V ~ (V') v

are isomorphisms . Bilinear maps and bilinear forms will be studied at greater
length in Chapter XV. See also Exercise 33 of Chapter XIII for a nice example .

§7. MODULES OVER PRINCIPAL RINGS

Throughout this section, we assume that R is a principal entire ring. All modules
are over R, and homomorphisms are R-homomorphisms, unless otherwise specified.

The theorems will generalize those proved in Chapter I for abelian groups.
We shall a lso point out how the proofs of Chapter I can be adjusted with sub­
stitutions of terminology so as to yield proofs in the present case.

Let F be a free module over R, with a basis {XJiEI ' Then the cardinality of
I is uniquely determined, and is called the dimension of F. We recall that this
is proved, say by taking a prime element p in R, and observing that F/ pF is a
vector space over the field R/pR , whose dimension is precisely the cardinality
of I . We may therefore speak of the dimension of a free module over R.

Theorem 7.1. Let F be afree module, and M a submodule. Then M isfree,
and its dimension is less than or equal to the dimension of F.

Proof For simplicity, we give the proof when F has a finite basis {Xi}'
i == 1, . . . , n. Let M, be the intersection of M with (x), .. . , x.) , the module
generated by XI' . . . , x.. Then M I == M n (XI) is a submodule of (XI), and is
therefore of type (alxl) with some al E R. Hence M I is either 0 or free, of di­
mension 1. Assume inductively that M, is free of dirnension js r. Let a be
the set consisting of all elements a E R such th at there exists an element X E M
which can be written
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with b,E R. Then a is obviously an ideal , and is principal, generated say by an
element ar + i - Ifar + 1 = 0, then M r + 1 = M, and we are done with the inductive
step. If ar + 1 #- 0, let WE M r + 1 be such that the coefficient of W with respect
to x, + 1 is a,+ I' If x E M r + 1 then the coefficient of x with respect to x, + 1 is
divisible by ar+ 1, and hence there exists c E R such that x - cw lies in Mr.
Hence

On the other hand, it is clear that M r n (w) is 0, and hence that this sum is direct,
thereby proving our theorem. (For the infinite case, see Appendix 2, §2.)

Corollary 7.2. Let E be a finitely generated module and E' a submodule.
Then E' is finitely generated.

Proof We can represent E as a factor module of a free module F with a
finite number of generators : If VI' • •• , Vn are generators of E, we take a free
module F with basis {x1> ' . • ,xn } and map Xi on Vi ' The inverse image of E' in F
is a submodule, which is free, and finitely generated, by the theorem. Hence
E' is finitely generated. The assertion also follows using simple properties of
Noetherian rings and modules.

If one wants to translate the proofs of Chapter I, then one makes the
following definitions. A free I-dimensional module over R is called infinite
cyclic. An infinite cyclic module is isomorphic to R, viewed as module over
itself . Thus every non-zero submodule of an infinite cyclic module is infinite
cyclic . The proof given in Chapter I for the analogue of Theorem 7.1 applies
without further change .

Let E be a module. We say that E is a torsion module if given x E E, there
exists a E R, a #- 0, such that ax = 0. The generalization of finite abelian group
is finitely generated torsion module. An element x of E is called a torsion element
if there exists a E R, a #- 0, such that ax = 0.

Let E be a module . We denote by E tor the submodule consisting of all torsion
elements of E, and call it the torsion submodule of E. If Etor = 0, we say that
E is torsion free .

Theorem 7.3. Let E be finitely generated . Then E/ Etor is free . There exists
a free submodule F of E such that E is a direct sum

E = Etor E9 F .

The dimension of such a submodule F is uniquely determined .

Proof. We first prove that E/Etor is torsion free . If x E E, let i denote its
residue class mod Etor' Let b E R , b *°be such that bi = 0. Then bx E Etop

and hence there exists c E R , c * 0, such that cbx = 0. Hence x E Etor and
i = 0, thereby proving that E/Etor is torsion free . It is also finitely generated.
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Assume now that M is a torsion free module which is finitely generated . Let
{VI' . . . , vn } be a maximal set of elements of M among a given finite set of
generators {YI' .. . , Ym} such that {VI' ... , Vn} is linearly independent. If Y is
one of the generators, there exist elements a, b l , • . . , bn E R not all 0, such that

ay + biv i + ... + b;»; = 0.

Then a =1= °(otherwise we contradict the linear independence of VI' . .. , vn) .

Hence ay lies in (VI' . . . ,vn) . Thus for each j = 1, , m we can find aj E R,
aj =1= 0, such that ajYj lies in (VI" ' " vn) . Let a = a l am be the product. Then
aM is contained in (VI"", vn) , and a =1= 0. The map

X 1--+ax

is an injective homomorphism, whose image is contained in a free module.
This image is isomorphic to M , and we conclude from Theorem 7.1 that M is
free, as desired .

To get the submodule F we need a lemma.

Lemma 7.4. Let E, E' be modules, and assumethat E' isfree. Let f :E ~ E'
be a surjectivehomomorphism. Then there exists afree submodule F ofE such
that the restriction offto F induces an isomorphism ofF with E', and such that
E = F ED Kerf.

Proof. Let {x;Ler be a basis of E'. For each i, let x, be an element of E such
that j'(x.) = x;. Let F be the submodule of E generated by all the elements Xi'

i E I. Then one sees at once that the family of elements {Xj}jel is linearly inde­
pendent, and therefore that F is free. Given x E E, there exist elements a, E R
such that

Then x - La.x, lies in the kernel off, and therefore E = Kerf + F. It is clear
that Kerf(\ F = 0, and hence that the sum is direct , thereby proving the lemma.

We apply the lemma to the homomorphism E~ E/Etor in Theorem 7.3 to
get our decomposition E = Etor E9 F . The dimension of F is uniquely determined,
because F is isomorphic to E/Etor for any decomposition of E into a direct sum
as stated in the theorem .

The dimension of the free module F in Theorem 7.3 is called the rank of E.
In order to get the structure theorem for finitely generated modules over R,

one can proceed exactly as for abelian groups. We shall describe the dictionary
which allows us to transport the proofs essentially without change.

Let E be a module over R. Let x E E. The map a 1--+ax is a homomorphism
of R onto the submodule generated by x, and the kernel is an ideal, which is
principal, generated by an element mER. We say that m is a period of x. We
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note that m is determined up to multiplication by a unit (if m =1= 0). An element
c E R, c =1= 0, is said to be an exponent for E (resp. for x) if cE = 0 (resp. cx = 0).

Let p be a prime element. We denote by E(P) the submodule of E consisting
of all elements x having an exponent which is a power pr(r ~ 1). A p-submodule
of E is a submodule contained in E(p).

We select once and for all a system of representatives for the prime elements
of R (modulo units) . For instance, if R is a polynomial ring in one variable over
a field, we take as representatives the irreducible polynomials with leading
coefficient 1.

Let mER, m =1= O. We denote by Em the kernel ofthe map x H mx. It consists
of all elements of E having exponent m.

A module E is said to be cyclic if it is isomorphic to RI(a) for some element
a E R. Without loss of generality if a =1= 0, one may assume that a is a product of
primes in our system of representatives, and then we could say that a is the order
of the module.

Let r I ' . . . , rs be integers ~ 1. A p-module E is said to be of type

(P'I, ... , prs )

if it is isomorphic to the product of cyclic modules RI(pri
) (i = 1, .. . , s). If p

is fixed, then one could say that the module is of type (r l , ... , rs) (relative to p).
All the proofs of Chapter I, §8 now go over without change. Whenever we

argue on the size of a positive integer m, we have a similar argument on the
number of prime factors appearing in its prime factorization . If we deal with a
prime power r' . we can view the order as being determined by r, The reader
can now check that the proofs of Chapter I, §8 are applicable .

However, we shall develop the theory once again without assuming any
knowledge of Chapter I, §8. Thus our treatment is self-contained.

Theorem 7.5. Let E be a finitely generated torsion module =1= O. Then E is
the direct sum

E = EB E(p),
p

taken overall primesp such that E(p) =1= 0. Each E(p) canbe written as a direct
sum

E(p) = RI(pVI) EEl .. . EEl RI(pVs )

with 1 ~ VI ~ ••• ~ VS ' The sequence VI' • •• , Vs is uniquely determined.

Proof Let a be an exponent for E, and suppose that a = bewith (b, c) = (1).
Let x, y E R be such that

1 = xb + yc.
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We contend that E = Eb EB Ec • Our first assertion then follows by induction,
expressing a as a product of prime powers. Let VE E. Then

v = xbv + ycv.

Then xbv E E, because cxbv = xav = 0. Similarly, ycv E Eb • Finally Eb n E, = 0,
as one sees immediately. Hence E is the direct sum of Eb and Ec•

We must now prove that E(p) is a direct sum as stated. If YI' .. . , Ym are
elements of a module, we shall say that they are independent if whenever we have
a relation

alYI + ... + amYm = 0

with ai E R, then we must have aiYi = 0 for all i. (Observe that independent
does not mean linearly independent.) We see at once that YI' . . . , Ym are inde­
pendent if and only if the module (y I' . . . , Ym) has the direct sum decomposition

in terms of the cyclic modules (Yi), i = 1, . . . , m.
We now have an analogue of Lemma 7.4 for modules having a prime power

exponent.

Lemma 7.6. Let E be a torsion moduleojexponent p' (r ~ 1)Jor some prime
element p. Let XI E E be an element oj period pro Let E = E/(x l). Let
jil" ' " jim be independent elements ojE. Then for each i there exists a repre­
sentative Yi E E ofYb such that the period ofYi is the same as the period ofYi'
The elements XI> YI, "" Ymare independent.

Proof Let yE Ehave period pn for some n ~ 1. Let Y be a representative of
yin E. Then pny E (XI)' and hence

cER, p{c,

for some s ~ r. If s = r, we see that Y has the same period as Y. If s < r, then
p'cx, has period p'-s, and hence Y has period pn+,-s. We must have

n + r - s ~ r,

because p' is an exponent for E. Thus we obtain n ~ s, and we see that

is a representative for y, whose period is p".
Let Yi be a representative for Yi having the same period. We prove that

XI' YI, ' . . , Ym are independent. Suppose that a, al, ' . . , am E R are elements such
that

aXI + alYI + .. . + amYm = O.
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alYI + ... + amYm = O.

By hypothesis, we must have ajYi = 0 for each i. If pr j is the period of Yi, then
prj divides a.. We then conclude that ajYi = 0 for each i, and hence finally
that ax I = 0, thereby proving the desired independence.

To get the direct sum decomposition of E(p), we first note that E(p) is
finitely generated. We may assume without loss of generality that E = E(p).
Let XI be an element of E whose period pr, is such that r l is maximal. Let
E = E/(x I) ' We contend that dim n, as vector space over R/pR is strictly less
than dim Ep • Indeed, if YI' . . . , Ym are linearly independent elements of Ep

over R/pR , then Lemma 7.6 implies that dim Ep ~ m + 1 because we can always
find an element of (XI) having period p, independent of YI, . . . , Ym ' Hence
dim Ep < dim Ep • We can prove the direct sum decomposition by induction.
IfE #- 0, there exist elements x2 , •• • , X. having periods pr2

, • •• , pr, respectively,
such that r2 ~ .. . ~ rs• By Lemma 7.6, there exist representatives x2, . . . , x;
in E such that x, has period pr jand XI " .. , x, are independent. Since pr, is such
that r l is maximal, we have r l ~ r2 , and our decomposition is achieved.

The uniqueness will be a consequence of a more general uniqueness theorem,
which we state next.

Theorem 7.7. Let E be a finitely generated torsion module, E #- O. Then
E is isomorphic to a direct sum ofnon-zerofactors

R/(ql) \!3 .. . \!3 R/(qr),

where q\ , .. . ,qr are non-zero non-units of R, and q\ 1q21.. · 1qr. The se­
quence of ideals (q\) , .. . , (qr) is uniquelydeterminedby the above conditions.

Proof. Using Theorem 7.5 , decompose E into a direct sum ofp-submodules,
say E(PI) EB . . . EB E(p,), and then decompose each E(P i) into a direct sum of
cyclic submodules of periods pi li . We visualize these symbolically as described
by the following diagram :

E(p,) : r /l ~ r/ 2 ~ . ..

A horizontal row describes the type of the.module with respect to the prime at
the left. The exponents rij are arranged in increasing order for each fixed
i = 1, . .. , I. We let ql ' ... , q, correspond to the columns of the matrix of
exponents, in other words
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The direct sum of the cyclic modules represented by the first column is then
isomorphic to Rj(ql), because, as with abelian groups, the direct sum of cyclic
modules whose periods are relatively prime is also cyclic. We have a similar
remark for each column, and we observe that our proof actually orders the qj
by increasing divisibility , as was to be shown.

Now for uniqueness. Let p be any prime, and suppose that E = Rj(pb) for
some b e R, b =f:. O. Then Ep is the submodule bRj(pb), as follows at once from
unique factorization in R. But the kernel of the composite map

R --. bR --. bRj(pb)

is precisely (p). Thus we have an isomorphism

Rj(p) ;:::: bRj(pb) .

Let now E be expressed as in the theorem, as a direct sum of r terms. An
element

is in Ep if and only if PVi = 0 for all i. Hence Ep is the direct sum of the kernel of
multiplication by p in each term. But Ep is a vector space over Rj(p), and its
dimension is therefore equal to the number of terms Rj(q;) such that p divides qi'

Suppose that p is a prime dividing ql ' and hence qi for each i = 1,.. . , r . Let
E have a direct sum decomposition into d terms satisfying the conditions of the
theorem, say

E = Rj(q'l) EB . .. EB Rj(q~).

Then p must divide at least r of the elements qj, whence r ~ s. By symmetry,
r = s, and p divides qj for all j .

Consider the module pE. By a preceding remark, if we write qi = pbi' then

pE ;:::: Rj(b l) EB . .. EB Rj(br ) ,

and bll·· · Ibr • Some of the b, may be units, but those which are not units
determine their principal ideal uniquely, by induction. Hence if

but (b j + 1) =f:. (1), then the sequence of ideals
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is uniquely determined . Thi s proves our uniqueness statement , and concludes
the proof of Theorem 7.7 .

The ideals (ql), . . . , (qr) are called the invariants of E .
For one of the main applications of Theorem 7.7 to linear algebra , see Chapter

XV, §2.
The next theorem is included for completeness. It is called the elementary

divisors theorem.

Theorem 7.8. Let F be afree module over R, and let M be afinitely generated
submodule * O. Then there exists a basis <B of F , elements e l' .. . , em in this
basis, and non-zero elements ai' . .. . am E R such that :

(i) The elements ale" .. . , amemform a basis of Mover R.

(ii) We have ailaHtfor i = 1, . . . , m - l.

The sequence of ideals (al) ' . .. • (am) is uniquely determined by the preceding
conditions .

Proof. Write a finite set of generators for M as linear combination of a finite
number of elements in a basis for F. These elements generate a free submodule
of finite rank, and thus it suffices to prove the theorem when F has finite rank,
which we now assume . We let n = rank(F) .

The uniqueness is a corollary of Theorem 7 .7 . Suppose we have a basis as
in the theorem. Say at, , as are unit s, and so can be taken to be = 1, and

as+j = qj with ql lq21 I qr non-units . Observe that F/M = F is a finitely
generated module over R, having the direct sum expression

r

F / M = F = EB (R/ qjR)ej EB free module of rank n - (r + s)
j= I

where a bar denotes the class of an element of F mod M . Thus the direct sum
over j = 1, . .. , r is the tor sion submodule of P, whence the elements ql' . .. ,

qr are uniquely determined by Theorem 7.7. We have r + s = m, so the rank
of F/M is n - m, which determines m uniquely . Then s = m - r is uniquely
determined as the number of units among ai ' ... , am' This proves the uniqueness
part of the theorem. Next we prove existence .

Let A be a functional on F, in other words, an element of HomR(F, R). We
let J A = A(M) . Then h is an ideal of R. Select AI such that AI(M) is maximal
in the set of ideals {JA}, that is to say , there is no properly larger ideal in the
set {h}.

Let AI(M) = (a l) . Then al i= 0, because there exists a non-zero element of
M , and expressing this element in terms of some basis for F over R, with some
non-zero coordinate, we take the projection on this coordinate to get a func­
tional whose value on M is not 0. Let XI EM be such that AI(X1) = al ' For
any functional g we must have g(x 1 ) E (a 1) [immediate from the maximality of



154 MODULES III, §7

Al (M)]. Writing x I in terms of any basis of F, we see that its coefficients must
all be divisible by a l. (If some coefficient is not divisible by aI' project on this
coefficient to get an impossible functional.) Therefore we can write X I = aIel
with some element e. E F.

Next we prove that F is a direct sum

F = ReI EEl Ker AI '

Since AI(e l) = 1, it is clear that ReI n Ker Al = O. Furthermore, given X EF
we note that X - AI(x)el is in the kernel of ~I ' Hence F is the sum of the in­
dicated submodules, and therefore the direct sum.

We note that Ker Al is free , being a submodule of a free module (Theorem
7.1). We let

F) = Ker A) and M I = M n Ker A).

We see at once that M = RXI EEl M).

Thus M) is a submodule of F J and its dimension is one less than the dimension
of M. From the maximality condition on AI (M), it follows at once that for any
functional A. onF), the image A.(M)will be contained in A)(M) (because otherwise,
a suitable linear combination of functionals would yield an ideal larger than
(a)). We can therefore complete the existence proof by induction.

In Theorem 7.8, we call the ideals (a,), . . . , (am) the invariants of Min F .
For another characterization of these invariants , see Chapter XIII , Proposition
4.20 .

Example. First, see examples of situations similar to those of Theorem 7.8
in Exerci ses 5, 7 , and 8, and for Dedekind rings in Exercise 13.

Example. Another way to obtain a module M as in Theorem 7.8 is as
a module of relations. Let W be a finitely generated module over R, with genera­
tors w., ..., Wno By a relation among {wI' • •• , Wn} we mean an element
(ai ' . . . , an) E R" such that L aiwi = O. The set of such relations is a sub­
module of R", to which Theorem 7.8 may be applied.

It is also possible to formulate a proof of Theorem 7.8 by considering M as
a submodule of R", and applying the method of row and column operations to
get a desired basis. In this context, we make some further comments which may
serve to illustrate Theorem 7.8. We assume that the reader is acquainted with
matrices over a ring. By row operations we mean: interchanging two rows ;
adding a multiple of one row to another; multiplying a row by a unit in the ring.
We define column operations similarly. These row and column operations
correspond to multiplication with the so-called elementary matrices in the ring .

Theorem 7.9. Assume that the elementary matrices in R generate GLn(R).
Let (xij) be a non- zero matrix with components in R. Then with a finite
number of row and column ope rations, it is possible to bring the matrix to
the form
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o
o

o
with al . .. am "" 0 and al la21... Ia.;

o
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o
o

o
o

o

We leave the proof for the reader. Either Theorem 7.9 can be viewed as
equivalent to Theorem 7.8, or a direct proof may be given . In any case, Theorem
7.9 can be used in the following context. Consider a system of linear equations

with coefficients in R . Let F be the submodule of R n generated by the vectors
X = (x,, .. . , xn ) which are solutions of this system. By Theorem 7.1, we know
that F is free of dimension ~ n. Theorem 7.9 can be viewed as providing a
normalized basis for F in line with Theorem 7.8.

Further example. As pointed out by Paul Cohen , the row and column
method can be applied to module s over a power serie s ring o[[X]], where 0 is
a complete discrete valuation ring . Cf. Theorem 3.1 of Chapter 5 in my Cyclo­
tomic Fields I and II (Springer Verlag , 1990). For instance , one could pick 0 it­
self to be a power serie s ring k[[T]] in one variable over a field k, but in the
theory of cyclotomic fields in the above reference, 0 is taken to be the ring of
p-adic integers. On the other hand, George Bergman has drawn my attention to
P. M. Cohn's "On the structure of G~ of a ring, " IHES Publ. Math. No. 30
(1966), giving examples of principal rings where one cannot use row and column
operations in Theorem 7.9 .

§8. EULER-POINCARE MAPS

The present section may be viewed as providing an example and application
of the Jordan-Holder theorem for modules. But as pointed out in the examples
and references below , it also provides an introduction for further theories .

Again let A be a ring. We continue to consider A-modules. Let r be an
abelian group, written additively. Let cp be a rule which to certain modules
associates an element of I', subject to the following condition:
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IfO -+ M' -+ M -+ M" -+ 0 is exact, then qJ(M) is defined ifand only if qJ(M')
and qJ(M") are defined, and in that case, we have

qJ(M) = qJ(M') + qJ(M").

Furthermore qJ(O) is defined and equal to O.

Such a rule qJ will be called an Euler-Poincare mapping on the category of
A-modules . If M' is isomorphic to M , then from the exact sequence

o-+ M' -+ M -+ 0 -+ 0

we conclude that qJ(M') is defined if qJ(M) is defined, and that qJ(M') = qJ(M).
Thus if qJ(M) is defined for a module M, qJ is defined on every submodule and
factor module of M. In particular, if we have an exact sequence of modules

M' -+ M -+ M"

and if qJ(M') and qJ(M") are defined, then so is qJ(M), as one sees at once by
considering the kernel and image of our two maps, and using the definition.

Examples. We could let A = Z, and let qJ be defined for all finite abelian
groups, and be equal to the order of the group. The value of qJ is in the multi­
plicative group of positive rational numbers.

As another example, we consider the category of vector spaces over a field k.
We let qJ be defined for finite dimensional spaces, and be equal to the dimension.
The values of cp are then in the additive group of integers .

In Chapter XV we shall see that the characteristic polynomial may be con­
sidered as an Euler-Poincare map.

Observe that the natural map of a finite module into its image in the Groth­
endieck group defined at the end of §4 is a universal Euler-Poincare mapping.
We shall develop a more extensive theory of this mapping in Chapter XX, §3.

If M is a module (over a ring A), then a sequence of submodules

is also called a finite filtration, and we call r the length of the filtration. A module
M is said to be simple if it does not contain any submodule other than 0 and M
itself, and if M :F O. A filtration is said to besimple if each MdM,+ 1 is simple.
The Jordan-HOlder theorem asserts that two simple filtrations of a module are
equivalent.

A module M is said to be of finite length if it is 0 or if it admits a simple
(finite) filtration . By the Jordan-Holder theorem for modules (proved the same
way as for groups), the length of such a simple filtration is uniquely deter­
mined, and is called the length of the module. In the language of Euler charac­
teristics, the Jordan-Holder theorem can be reformulated as follows:
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Theorem 8.1. Let ip be a rule which to each simple module associates an
element oja commutative group r ,and such that if M ~ M' then

cp(M) = cp(M').

Then cp has a unique extension to an Euler-Poincare mapping defined on all
modules oJ finite length.

Proof Gi ven a simple filtration

we define
r - 1

cp(M) = Lcp(MJM i + I}'
i = 1

The Jordan-Holder theorem shows immediately that thi s is well-defined, and
that this extension of cp is an Euler-Poincare map.

In particular, we see that the length function is the Euler-Poincare map
taking its values in the additive group of integers, and having the value 1 for an y
simple module.

§9. THE SNAKE LEMMA

This section give s a very general lemma, which will be used many times ,
so we extract it here . The reader may skip it until it is encountered, but already
we give some exercises which show how it is applied: the five lemma in Exercise
15 and also Exercise 26. Other substantial applications in this book will occur
in Chapter XVI , §3 in connection with the tensor product , and in Chapter XX
in connection with complexes, resolutions, and derived funct ors .

We begin with routine comments . Consider a commutative diagram of homo­
morphisms of modules .

N'---,;-+ N

Then f induces a homomorphism

Ker d' ~ Ker d.

Indeed, suppose d'x' = O. Then df (x' } = 0 because df (x' } = hd'(x' } = o.
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Similarly, h induces a homomorphism

Coker d' ~ Coker d

in a natural way as follows. Let y' E N' represent an element of N' / d' M'. Then
hy ' mod dM does not depend on the choice of y' representing the given element ,
because if y" = y' + d'x', then

hy" = hy ' + hd'x' = hy' + dfx' == hy ' mod dM.

Thus we get a map

h* : N' /d'M' = Coker d' ~ N/dM = Coker d ,

which is immediately verified to be a homomorphism.
In practice, given a commutative diagram as above , one sometimes writes f

instead of h, so one writes f for the horizontal maps both above and below the
diagram . This simplifies the notation , and is not so incorrect: we may view
M', N' as the two components of a direct sum, and similarly for M, N . Thenf
is merely a homomorphism defined on the direct sum M' E9 N' into M E9 N .

The snake lemma concerns a commutative and exact diagram called a snake
diagram:

o-----+ N' -----+ N -----+ N il
f 9

Let Z" E Ker d', We can construct elements of N' as follows. Since 9 is
surjective, there exists an element z E M such that gz = Z" . We now move
vertically down by d , and take dz . The commutativity (/'g = gd shows that
gdz = 0 whence dz is in the kernel of 9 in N. By exactness, there exists an
element z' EN' such thatfz ' = dz . In brief, we write

Of course, z' is not well defined because of the choices made when taking inverse
images . However, the snake lemma will state exactly what goes on.

Lemma 9.1. (Snake Lemma). Given a snake diagram as above, the map

J : Ker d" ~ Coker d'

induced by oz" = / -1 0 d o«' z" is well defined, and we have an exact sequence

Ker d' - Ker d - Ker d" ~ Coker d' - Coker d - Coker d"

where the maps besides c5 are the natural ones .
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Proof . It is a routine verification that the class of z' mod Irn d' is in­
dep end ent of th e choices made when ta king inverse images, whence defin ing
the map 6. The proof of the exac tness of the sequence is then routine, and
consists in chasing around diagram s. It should be carried out in full detail
by the reader who wishes to acquire a feeling for thi s type of tr ivialit y. As an
example, we sha ll prove th at

Ker 0 C Im 9*

where g* is the indu ced map on kernels. Suppose the image of z" is 0 in Coker
d', By definition, there exists u' E M' such that Z' = d' u'. Then

dz = fZI = fd'u' = dfu'

by commutativity. Hence
d(z - fu ') = 0,

and z - [u ' is in the kernel of d. But g(z - fu ') = gz = z", This means that z" is
in the image of g*, as desired . All the remaining cases of exactness will be left
to the reader.

The original snake diagr am may be completed by writing in the kernels
and cokernels as follow s (whence the name of the lemm a) :

o

Ker d"

Coker dCoker d

Ker d' -----+ Ker d

Co er d

-----+

j j I
M ' -----+ M -----+ M"- --+

N' -----+ N -----+ N"

I I I
k ' -----+ -----+ "

o

§10. DIRECT AND INVERSE LIMITS

We return to limits, which we considered for groups in Chapter 1. We now
con sider limits in other categories (rings, modules), and we point out that limits
satisfy a universal property , in line with Chapter I , §11.

Let I = {i} be a directed system of indice s , defined in Chapter I , §lO. Let
a be a catego ry , and {AJ a family of objects in a. For each pair i , j such that
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i ~ j assume given a morphism

f ) :Ai --+ Aj

such that, whenever i ~ j ~ k, we have

h 0 f ) = f~ and f: = id.

III, §10

Such a family will be called a directed family of morphisms. A direct limit
for the family {f)} is a universal object in the following category e . Ob(e)
consists of pairs (A, (f i» where A E Ob(Ci) and (l) is a family of morphisms
l :Ai --+ A, i E I , such that for all i ~ j the following diagram is commutative :

(Universal of course means universally repelling .)
Thus if (A, u» is the direct limit, and if (B, (gi» is any object in the above

category, then there exists a unique morphism tp : A --+ B which makes the
following diagram commutative :

For simplicity, one usually writes

omitting the f ) from the notation.

Theorem 10.1. Direct limits exist in the categoryofabelian groups, or more
generally in the category of modules over a ring.

Proof Let {MJ be a directed system of modules over a ring. Let M be
their direct sum. Let N be the submodule generated by all elements

xi) = (. . . ,0, x, 0, . . . , -fj(x) , 0, .. .)
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where, for a given pair of indices (i,j) with j f; i, Xij has component x in M;.
J)(x) in M j , and component 0 elsewhere. Then we leave to the reader the veri­
fication that the factor module MIN is a direct limit, where the maps of M; into
MIN are the natural ones arising from the composite homomorphism

Example. Let X be a topological space, and let x E X. The open neigh­
borhoods of x form a directed system, by inclusion. Indeed, given two open
neighborhoods U and V, then U n V is also an open neighborhood contained in
both U and V. In sheaf theory, one assigns to each U an abelian group A(U) and
to each pair U => V a homomorphism h~ : A (U) -t A (V) such that if U => V => W
then hw o h~ = hI(, . Then the family of such homomorphisms is a directed family.
The direct limit

lim A(U)
U

is called the stalk at the point x. We shall give the formal definition of a sheaf
of abelian groups in Chapter XX, §6. For further reading, I recommend at least
two references. First, the self-contained short version of Chapter II in Hartshorne's
Algebraic Geometry, Springer Verlag, 1977. (Do all the exercises of that section,
concerning sheaves .) The section is only five pages long . Second, I recommend
the treatment in Gunning's Introduction to Holomorphic Functions of Several
Variables, Wadsworth and Brooks/Cole, 1990.

We now reverse the arrows to define inverse limits. We are again given a
directed set I and a family of objects Ai' Ifj f; i we are now given a morphism

satisfying the relations

Ji 0 J{= Jland Ji = id,

if j f; i and i f; k. As in the direct case, we can define a category of objects
(A , /;) with /;: A -+ Ai such that for all i, j the following diagram is com­
mutative :

A universal object in this category is called an inverse limit of the system (A i,J)).
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As before, we often say that

A = limA ;
i

is the inverse limit, omitting thef~ from the notation.

III, §10

Theorem 10.2. Inverse limits exist in the category of groups. in the category
of modules over a ring, and also in the category of rings.

Proof. Let {GJ be a directed family of groups , for instance, and let r be
their inverse limit as defined in Chapter I, §10. Let Pi: r - G, be the projection
(defined as the restriction from the projection of the direct product. since r is
a subgroup of I1 Gi ) . It is routine to verify that these data give an inverse limit
in the category of groups. The same construction also applies to the category of
rings and modules.

Example. LetPbe a prime number . For n~ m we have a canonical surjective
ring homomorphism

f::' : Z/pnZ - Z/pmz .

The projective limit is called the ring of p-adic integers, and is denoted by Zp­
For a consideration of this ring as a complete discrete valuation ring, see Exercise
17 and Chapter XII .

Let k be a field. The power series ring k[[T]] in one variable may be viewed
as the inverse limit of the factor polynomial rings k[T]/(Tn) , where for n ~ m
we have the canonical ring homomorphism

A similar remark applies to power series in several variables .
More generally, let R be a commutative ring and let J be a proper ideal. If

n ~ m we have the canonical ring homomorphism

f::': R/r - R/Jm.
Let RJ = lim R/In be the inverse limit. Then R has a natural homomorphism
into RJ • If R is a Noetherian local ring, then by Krull 's theorem (Theorem 5.6
of Chapter X), one knows that nJ n = {OJ, and so the natural homorphism of R
in its completion is an embedding. This construction is applied especially when
J is the maximal ideal. It gives an algebraic version of the notion of holomorphic
functions for the following reason .

Let R be a commutative ring and J a proper ideal. Define a J-Cauchy se­
quence {xn } to be a sequence of elements of R satisfying the following condition.
Given a posit ive integer k there exists N such that for all n, m ~ N we have
Xn - Xm E r, Define a null sequence to be a sequence for which given k there
exists N such that for all n ~ N we have Xn E r, Define addition and multipli-
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cation of sequences termwise. Then the Cauchy sequences form a ring e, the
null sequences form an ideal X, and the factor ring e/x is called the J-adic
completionof R. Prove these statements as an exerci se , and also prove that there
is a natural isomorphism

e/x "" lim st)».

Thus the inverse limit limR/r is also called theJ-adic completion. See Chapter
XII for the completion in the context of absolute value s on fields.

Examples. In certain situations one wants to determine whether there exist
solutions of a system of a polynomial equationf(X l ' .. . ,Xn ) =0 with coefficients
in a power series ring k[[T]], say in one variable. One method is to consider the
ring mod (TN), in which case this equation amounts to a finite number of equations
in the coefficients . A solution of f(X) = 0 is then viewed as an inverse limit of
truncated solutions . For an early example of this method see [La 52], and for
an extension to several variables [Ar 68] .

[La 52) S. LANG, On quasi algebraic closure , Ann of Math . 55 (1952 ), pp. 373-390

[Ar 68) M. ARTlN, On the solutions of analytic equations, Invent . Math. 5 (1968) , pp.
277-291

See also Chapter XII , §7.

In Iwasawa theory , one considers a sequence of Galois cyclic extensions K;
over a number field k of degree v" with p prime , and with K; C Kn+ l • Let G;
be the Galois group of K; over k. Then one takes the inver se limit of the group
rings (Z / pnZ )[Gn], following Iwasawa and Serre . Cf. my Cyclotomic Fields ,
Chapter 5. In such towers of fields, one can also consider the projective limits
of the modules mentioned as examples at the end of §1. Specifically , consider
the group of pn-th roots of unity IJ.pn , and let K; = Q(lJ.pn+I), with Ko = Q(lJ.p)'
We let

Tp(lJ.) = lim IJ.pn

under the homomorphisms IJ.pn +\ ~ IJ.pn given by ,~ (f' . Then Tp(lJ.) becomes
a module for the projective limit s of the group rings. Similarly, one can consider
inverse limits for each one of the modules given in the examples at the end of
§1. (See Exercise 18.) The determination of the structure of these inverse limits
leads to fundamental problems in number theory and algebraic geometry .

After such examples from real life after basic algebra , we return to some
general considerations about inverse limits .

Let (Ai' I{) = (Ai) and (B io g{) = (B i) be two inverse systems of abelian
groups indexed by the same indexing set. A homomorphism (Ai) -+ (B i) is the
obv ious thing, namely a family of homomorphisms
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for each i which commute with the maps of the inverse systems :

A sequence

III, §10

is said to be exact if the corresponding sequence of groups is exact for each i.
Let (An) be an inverse system of sets, indexed for simplicity by the positive

integers, with connecting maps

We say that this system satisfies the Mittag-Lefller condition ML if for each n,
the decreasing sequence um,n(Am) (m ~ n) stabilizes, i.e. is constant for m
sufficiently large . This condition is satisfied when um ,n is surjective for all m,
n.

We note that trivially, the inverse limit functor is left exact , in the sense that
given an exact sequence

then

is exact.

Proposition 10.3. Assume that (An) satisfies ML. Given an exact sequence

of inverse systems, then

is exact.

Proof The only point is to prove the surjectivity on the right. Let (en) be
an element of the inverse limit. Then each inverse image g-l(Cn) is a coset of
An, so in bijection with An. These inverse images form an inverse system, and
the ML condition on (An) implies ML on (g-l(Cn». Let S; be the stable subset

s, = nu~.n<g-l(cm» '
m~n
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Then the connecting maps in the inverse system (Sn) are surjective, and so there
is an element (bn) in the inverse limit. It is immediate that 9 maps this element
on the given (c.), thereby concluding the proof of the Proposition.

Proposition 10.4. Let (Cn) be an inverse system ofabelian groups satisfying
ML, and let (um ,n) be the system of connecting maps . Then we have an exact
sequence

TI I-uTIo-+ lim C, -+ C, ---+ C, -+ O.

Proof. For each positive integer N we have an exact sequence with a finite
product

N N

o-+ lim c, -+ TI c, .:=.: TI c, -+ O.
l~n~N n=1 n=1

The map u is the natural one, whose effect on a vector is

(0, . . . ,0, cm, 0, .. . , 0) f-+ (0, . . . , 0, um ,m -Icm , 0, . . . , 0).

One sees immediately that the sequence is exact. The infinite products are in­
verse limits taken over N. The hypothesis implies at once that ML is satisfied
for the inverse limit on the left , and we can therefore apply Proposition 10.3 to
conclude the proof.

EXERCISES

1. Let V be a vector space over a field K , and let U, W be subspaces . Show that

dim U + dim W = dim(U + W) + dim(U n W).

2. Generalize the dimension statement of Theorem 5.2 to free modules over a non zero
commutative ring. [Hint: Recall how an analogous statement was proved for free
abelian groups, and use a maximal ideal instead ofa prime number.]

3. Let R be an entire ring containing a field k as a subring. Suppose that R is a finite
dimensional vector space over k under the ring multiplication. Show that R is a field.

4. Direct sums.
(a) Prove in deta il that the condit ions given in Proposition 3.2 for a sequence to

split are equivalent. Show that a sequence 0 ~ M' -4 M ~ M" ~ 0 splits if
and only if there exists a submodule N of M such that M is equal to the direct
sum Im fE9 N , and that if this is the case, then N is isomorphic to M". Complete
all the detail s of the proof of Proposit ion 3.2 .
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(b) Let E and E;(i = I, ... , m) be modules over a ring. Let 'Pi : E, ~ E and
r/J;: E ~ E; be homomorphisms having the following properties :

r/Jjo (fJj = id,

m

I (fJj 0 I/Ij = id.
i=J

if i oF j ,

Show that the map x H (r/JIJC,• •• , I/Imx) is an isomorphism of E onto the direct product
of the E, (i = I, .. . , m), and that the map

is an isomorphism of this direct product onto E.
Conversely , if E is equal to a direct product (or direct sum) of submodules

E; (i = I, .. . , m) , if we let 'P; be the inclusion of E, in E, and r/J; the project ion of
Eon E;, then these maps satisfy the above-mentioned propertie s.

5. Let A be an additive subgroup of Euclidean space R",and assume that in every bounded
region of space, there is only a finite number of elements of A. Show that A is a free
abelian group on ~ n generators. [Hint: Induction on the maximal number of
linearly independent elements of A over R. Let VI ' . . . , Vm be a maximal set of such
elements, and let Ao be the subgroup of A contained in the R-space generated by
VI>• •• ,Vm-I' By induction, one may assume that any element of Ao is a linear integral
combination of VI ' " ' ' Vm-I' Let S be the subset of elements V E A of the form
V = aiv i + ... + amVm with real coefficients aj satisfying

o~ a, < 1

O~am~l.

if i = 1, . . . , m - 1

Ifv;" is an element of S with the smallest am oF 0, show that {VI> ••• , Vm _ I ' v;,,} is a basis
of A over Z.]

Note . The above exercise is applied in algebraic number theory to show that the
group of units in the ring of integers of a number field modulo torsion is isomorphic
to a lattice in a Euclidean space. See Exercise 4 of Chapter VII.

6. (Artin-Tate). Let G be a finite group operating on a finite set S. For w E S, denote
1 . w by [w], so that we have the direct sum

Z(S) = L: Z[w] .
weS

Define an action of G on Z(S) by defining CT[W] = [CTW] (for wE S), and extending
CT to Z(S) by linearity. Let M be a subgroup of Z(S) of rank #[S] . Show that M has
a Z-basis {YW}WE S such that UYw = Yow for all WE S. (Cf. my Algebraic Number
Theory, Chapter IX, §4, Theorem I.)

7. Let M be a finitely generated abelian group. By a semi norm on M we mean a real­
valued function v H Iv I satisfying the following properties:
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Ivl ~ 0 for all v E M;

Invl = Inl Ivl for n E Z;

Iv + W I ~ IvI + IW I for all v, W EM.

By the kernel of the seminorm we mean the subset of elements v such that Iv I = O.
(a) Let Mo be the kernel. Show that Mo is a subgroup. If Mo = {O}, then the

semi norm is called a norm .
(b) Assume that M has rank r. Let VI " ' " vr E M be linearly independent over

Z mod Mo. Prove that there exists a basis {WI" '" Wr} of MIMo such that

;

Iw;1 ~ ~ IvJ
j ~ 1

[Hint : An explicit version of the proof of Theorem 7.8 gives the result.
Without loss of generality, we can asume Mo = {O}. Let MI = (VI " '" vr) .

Let d be the exponent of MIMI ' Then dM has a finite index in M I ' Let nj.j
be the smallest positive integer such that there exist integers nj , I ' . . . , nj.j_1
satisfying

Without loss of generality we may assume 0 ~ nj .k ~ d - I . Then the elements
WI " ' " W r form the desired basis.]

8. Consider the multiplicative group Q* of non-zero rational numbers . For a non-zero
rational number x = alb with a, b E Z and (a, b) = I , define the height

h(x) = log max(]«] , Ibi) .

(a) Show that h defines a seminorm on Q*, whose kernel cons ists of ± 1 (the
torsion group).

(b) Let M I be a finitely generated subgroup of Q*, generated by rational numbers
XI ' • •• , xm . Let M be the subgroup of Q* consisting of those elements X such
that X S E M 1 for some positive integer s . Show that M is finitely generated,
and using Exercise 7, find a bound for the seminorm of a set of generators
of M in terms of the seminorms of x I ' . . . , xm .

Note. The above two exerci ses are applied in questions of diophantine
approximation . See my Diophantine approximation on toruses, Am. J. Math .
86 (1964) , pp . 521-533 , and the discussion and references 1 give in Ency­
clopedia ofMathematical Sciences, Number Theory III , Spr inger Verlag , 1991,
pp . 240-243 .

Localization

9. (a) Let A be a commutative ring and let M be an A-module . Let S be a multiplicative
subset of A. Define S-I M in a manner analogous to the one we used to define
S-IA, and show that S-IM is an S-IA-module .

(b) If 0 ~ M' ~ M ~ M il ~ 0 is an exact sequence, show that the sequence
o~ S-IM' ~ S-IM ~ S-IM" ~ 0 is exact.
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to. (a) If p is a prime ideal , and S = A - p is the complement of p in the ring A, then
s-tM is denoted by M p - Show that the natural map

M~ TI u,
of a module M into the direct product of all localizations Mp where p ranges over
all maximal ideals, is injective .

(b) Show that a sequence 0~ M' ~ M~ M"~ 0 is exact if and only if the sequence
o~ M~ ~ Mp~ M"p~ 0 is exact for all primes p .

(c) Let A be an entire ring and let M be a torsion-free module . For each prime p of
A show that the natural map M~ Mp is injective. In particular A~ Ap is injective,
but you can see that directly from the imbedding of A in its quotient field K .

Projective modules over Dedekind rings

For the next exercise we assume you have done the exercises on Dedekind rings in
the preceding chapter. We shall see that for such rings , some parts of their module theory
can be reduced to the case of principal rings by localization . We let 0 be a Dedekind ring
and K its quotient field.

I I . Let M be a finitely generated torsion-free module over o. Prove that M is projective.
[Hint : Given a prime ideal p, the localized module Mp is finitely generated torsion­
free over op, which is principal. Then Mp is projective, so if F is finite free over 0,

and f : F ~ M is a surjective homomorphism, then fp : Fp~ Mp has a splitting
gp: Mp~ Fp, such thatfp 0 gp = idMp' There exists cp Eo such that cp rf. p and
cpgp(M) C F. The family {cp} generates the unit ideal 0 (why?), so there is a finite
number of elements cPi and elements Xj Eo such that LXjcPi = I. Let

9 = L XjCP,gp,·

Then show that g : M ~ F gives a homomorphism such that fo 9 = idM . ]

12. (a) Let a ,b be ideals . Show that there is an isomorphism of o-rnodules

a$b~ o$ab

[Hint: First do this when a, b are relatively prime . Consider the homomorphism
a $ b ~ a + b , and use Exercise to. Reduce the general case to the relatively
prime case by using Exercise 19 of Chapter II .]

(b) Let a, b be fractional ideals , and letf: a~ b be an isomorphism (of o-rnodules ,
of course) . Thenfhas an extension to a K-linear maPA : K ~ K . Let c = A(l) .
Show that b = ca and that f is given by the mapping me: x ~ cx (multiplication
by c).

(c) Let a be a fractional ideal. For each b E a-I the map mb: a ~ 0 is an element
of the dual a v. Show that 0 -] = a v = Homo( a, 0) under this map, and so
oVv = u ,

13. (a) Let M be a projective finite module over the Dedekind ring o. Show that there
exist free modules F and F' such that F :> M :> F', and F, F ' have the same
rank, which is called the rank of M .

(b) Prove that there exists a basis {et , . . . , en} of F and ideals OJ , ••• , an such that
M = ate, + .. . + 0nen' or in other words, M = $ OJ'



III, Ex EXERCISES 169

(c) Prove that M = 0 n -) Ell a for some ideal a, and that the association M 1--+ a
induces an isomorphism of Ko(o) with the group of ideal classes Pic(o) . (The
group Ko(o) is the group of equivalence classes of projective modules defined at
the end of §4.)

A few snakes

14. Consider a commutative diagram of R-modules and homomorphisms such that each
row is exact :

M ' -----+ M -----+ M" -----+ 0

Ij oj 1-]

o-----+ N' -----+ N -----+ N"

Prove:
(a) Iff, hare monomorphisms then g is a monomorphism.
(b) Iff, h are surjective, then g is surjective.
(c) Assume in addition that 0 -+ M' -+ M is exact and that N -+ N" -+ 0 is exact.

Prove that if any two off, g, h are isomorphisms, then so is the third . [Hint:
Use the snake lemma .]

15. Thefive lemma. Consider a commutative diagram of R-modules and homomorph­
isms such that each row is exact :

M 1 -----+ M 2 -----+ M 3 -----+ M 4 -----+ M 5

1 1 ~ ~ ~
N I -----+ N 2 -----+ N 3 -----+ N 4 -----+ N 5

Prove :
(a) 1f!1 is surjective and!2,/4 are rnonomorphisms, then j, is a monomorphism.
(b) If!5 is a monomorphism and!2,/4 are surjective, then j, is surjective . [Hint :

Use the snake lemma.]

Inverse limits

16. Prove that the inverse limit of a system of simple groups in which the homomorphisms
are surjective is either the trivial group , or a simple group .

17. (a) Let n range over the positive integers and let p be a prime number. Show that
the abelian groups An = Z/pnz form an inverse system under the canonical ho­
momorphism if n ~ m. Let Zp be its inverse limit. Show that Zp maps surjec­
tively on each Z/pnZ; that Zp has no divisors of 0, and has a unique maximal
ideal generated by p. Show that Zp is factorial , with only one prime, namely p
itself.
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(b) Next consider all non zero ideals of Z as forming a directed system, by divisibil­
ity. Prove that

~ Z/(a) = fl z.;
(0) p

where the limit is taken over all non zero ideals (a) , and the product is taken
over all primes p .

18. (a) Let {An} be an inversely directed sequence of commutative rings, and let {Mn}
be an inversely directed sequence of modules , Mn being a module over An such
that the following diagram is commutative :

The vertical maps are the homomorphisms of the directed sequence, and the
horizontal maps give the operation of the ring on the module. Show that~ M n

is a module over~ An .
(b) Let M be a p-divisible group. Show that Tp(A) is a module over Zp.

(c) Let M, N be p-divisible groups . Show that TpCM $ N) = Tp(M) $ Tp(N), as
modules over Zp.

Direct limits

19. Let (A j,f~) be a directed family of modules. Let ak E Ak for some k, and suppose that
the image of ak in the direct limit A is O. Show that there exists some indexj ;;:; k such
that f'(ak) = O. In other words. whether some element in some group Ai vanishes
in the direct limit can already be seen within the original data. One way to see this
is to use the construction of Theorem 10.1 .

20. Let I. J be two directed sets. and give the product I x J the obvious ordering that
(i ,j) ~ (i'.j') if i ~ i' and j ~ j'. Let Aij be a family of abelian groups. with homo­
morphisms indexed by I x J, and forming a directed family. Show that the direct
limits

lim limA j j and lim limA j j
i j j

exist and are isomorphic in a natural way. State and prove the same result for inverse
limits.

21. Let (Mi,f~), (M;, g~) be directed systems of modules over a ring. Bya homomorphism

one means a family of homomorphisms U j : Mi -+ M, for each i which commute with
thef~, g~ . Suppose we are given an exact sequence

of directed systems, meaning that for each i, the sequence
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is exact. Show that the direct limit preserves exactness, that is

0-+ lim M', -+ lim M, -+ lim M " -+ 0

is exact.
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22. (a) Let {Mil be a family of modules over a ring. For any module N show that

Hom(EJj u, N) = Il Hom(M;, N)

(b) Show that

Hom(N, Il M;) = nHom(N, MJ

23. Let {MJ be a directed family of modules over a ring. For any module N show that

lim Hom( N , M i ) = Hom(N, lim M;)

24. Show that any module is a direct limit of finitely generated submodules.

A module M is called finitely presented if there is an exact sequence

where F0' Fl are free with finite bases. The image of F 1 in F0 is said to be the submodule
of relations , among the free basis elements of Fo-

25. Show that any module is a direct limit of finitely presented modules (not necessarily
submodules). In other words, given M, there exists a directed system {M i , fJ} with M;
finitely presented for all i such that

[Hint : Any finitely generated submodule is such a direct limit, since an infinitely
generated module of relations can be viewed as a limit of finitely generated modules of
relations. Make this precise to get a proof.]

26. Let E be a module over a ring. Let {MJ be a directed family of modules. If E is finitely
generated, show that the natural homomorphism

lim Hom(E, M;) -+ Hom(E, lim M;)

is inject ive. If E is finitely presented, show that this homomorphism is an isomorphism.
Hint : First prove the statements when E is free with finite basis. Then, say E is
finitely presented by an exact sequence F 1 -+ F 0 -+ E -+ O. Consider the diagram :

o~ lim Hom(E, M;)~ lim Hom(F0 , M;)~ lim Hom(F l ' M;)

I I I
o~ Hom(E, lim M i )~ Hom(F 0 , lim M i )~ Hom(F t- lim M i)
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Graded Algebras
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Let A be an algebra over a field k. By a filtration of A we mean a sequence of k­
vector spaces A; (i = 0, I, .. .) such that

Ao cAl c A2 c ... and UA; = A ,

and A;Aj c Ai+j for all i, j ~ O. We then call A a filtered algebra. Let R be an
algebra. We say that R is graded if R is a direct sum R = EB R; of subspaces such that
R;Rj c Ri+j for all i, j ~ o.

27. Let A be a filtered algebra. Define R; for i ~ 0 by R; = AdA;_I. By definition,
A_I = {OJ . Let R = EBR;, and R; = gr;(A). Define a natural product on R making
R into a graded algebra, denoted by gr(A), and called the associated graded algebra.

28. Let A, B be filtered algebras, A = UA; and B = UB;. Let L: A -> B be a k-linear
map preserving the filtration, that is L(A;) c B; for all i, and L(ca) = L(c)L(a) for
c E k and a E A; for all i.

(a) Show that L induces a k-linear map

gr;(L): gr;(A) -> gr;(B) for all i.

(b) Suppose that gr;(L) is an isomorphism for all i. Show that L is a k-linear
isomorphism.

29. Suppose k has characteristic O. Let n be the set of all strictly upper triangular ma­
trices of a given size n x n over k.

(a) For a given matrix X E n, let D, (X), . .. ,Dn(X) be its diagonals, so Dl =
D, (X) is the main diagonal, and is 0 by the definition of n. Let n; be the
subset of n consisting of those matrices whose diagonals D, , . . . ,Dn- ; are O.
Thus no = {OJ, nl consists of all matrices whose components are 0 except
possibly for Xnn; n2 consists of all matrices whose components are 0 except
possibly those in the last two diagonals; and so forth. Show that each n, is
an algebra, and its elements are nilpotent (in fact the (i + I )-th power of its
elements is 0).

(b) Let U be the set of elements I + X with X E n. Show that U is a multi­
plicative group.

(c) Let exp be the exponential series defined as usual. Show that exp defines a
polynomial function on n (all but a finite number of terms are 0 when eval­
uated on a nilpotent matrix), and establishes a bijection

exp: n -> U.

Show that the inverse is given by the standard log series.




