
Chapter 17
De Rham Cohomology

In Chapter 14 we defined closed and exact forms: a smooth differential form !

is closed if d! D 0, and exact if it can be written ! D d�. Because d ı d D 0,
every exact form is closed. In this chapter, we explore the implications of the con-
verse question: Is every closed form exact? The answer, in general, is no: in Exam-
ple 11.48, for instance, we saw a 1-form on the punctured plane that is closed but
not exact; the failure of exactness seemed to be a consequence of the “hole” in the
center of the domain. For higher-degree forms, the question of which closed forms
are exact depends on subtle topological properties of the manifold, connected with
the existence of “holes” of higher dimensions. Making this dependence quantitative
leads to a new set of invariants of smooth manifolds, called the de Rham cohomology
groups, which are the subject of this chapter.

Knowledge of which closed forms are exact has many important consequences.
For example, Stokes’s theorem implies that if ! is exact, then the integral of ! over
any compact submanifold without boundary is zero. Proposition 11.42 showed that
a smooth 1-form is conservative if and only if it is exact.

We begin by defining the de Rham cohomology groups and proving some of
their basic properties, including diffeomorphism invariance. Then we prove an im-
portant generalization of this fact: the de Rham groups are in fact homotopy in-
variants, which implies in particular that they are topological invariants. Next, af-
ter computing the de Rham groups in some simple cases, we state a general the-
orem, called the Mayer–Vietoris theorem, that expresses the de Rham groups of
a manifold in terms of those of its open subsets. Using this, we compute all of
the de Rham groups of spheres and the top-degree groups of compact manifolds.
Then we give an important application of these ideas to topology: there is a homo-
topically invariant integer associated with any continuous map between connected,
compact, oriented, smooth manifolds of the same dimension, called the degree of
the map.

At the end of the chapter, we prove the Mayer–Vietoris theorem.
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The de Rham Cohomology Groups

In Chapter 11, we studied the closed 1-form

! D
x dy � y dx

x2C y2
; (17.1)

and showed that it is not exact on R2 X f0g, but it is exact on some smaller do-
mains such as the right half-plane H D f.x; y/ W x > 0g, where it is equal to d� (see
Example 11.48).

As we will see in this chapter, that behavior is typical: closed forms are always
locally exact, so whether a given closed form is exact depends on the global shape
of the domain. To capture this dependence, we make the following definitions.

Let M be a smooth manifold with or without boundary, and let p be a nonneg-
ative integer. Because d W �p.M/!�pC1.M/ is linear, its kernel and image are
linear subspaces. We define

Zp.M/DKer
�
d W �p.M/!�pC1.M/

�
D fclosed p-forms on M g;

Bp.M/D Im
�
d W �p�1.M/!�p.M/

�
D fexact p-forms on M g:

By convention, we consider �p.M/ to be the zero vector space when p < 0 or
p > nD dimM; so that, for example, B0.M/D 0 and Zn.M/D�n.M/.

The fact that every exact form is closed implies that Bp.M/�Zp.M/. Thus, it
makes sense to define the de Rham cohomology group in degree p (or the pth de
Rham group) of M to be the quotient vector space

H
p
dR.M/D

Zp.M/

Bp.M/
:

(It is a real vector space, and thus in particular a group under vector addition. Per-
haps “de Rham cohomology space” would be a more appropriate term, but because
most other cohomology theories produce only groups it is traditional to use the
term group in this context as well, bearing in mind that these “groups” are actually
real vector spaces.) It is clear that Hp

dR.M/D 0 for p < 0 or p > dimM; because
�p.M/D 0 in those cases. For 0� p � n, the definition implies that Hp

dR.M/D 0

if and only if every closed p-form on M is exact.

Example 17.1. The fact that there is a closed 1-form on R2 X f0g that is not ex-
act means that H 1

dR

�
R2 X f0g

�
¤ 0 (see Example 11.48). On the other hand, the

Poincaré lemma for 1-forms (Theorem 11.49) implies that H 1
dR.U / D 0 for any

star-shaped open subset U �Rn. //

The first order of business is to show that the de Rham groups are diffeomorphism
invariants. For any closed p-form ! on M; we let Œ!� denote the equivalence class
of ! in Hp

dR.M/, called the cohomology class of !. If Œ!�D Œ!0� (that is, if ! and
!0 differ by an exact form), we say that ! and !0 are cohomologous.
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Proposition 17.2 (Induced Cohomology Maps). For any smooth map F W M !
N between smooth manifolds with or without boundary, the pullback F � W �p.N /!
�p.M/ carries Zp.N / into Zp.M/ and Bp.N / into Bp.M/. It thus descends to
a linear map, still denoted by F �, from H

p
dR.N / to Hp

dR.M/, called the induced
cohomology map. It has the following properties:

(a) If G W N ! P is another smooth map, then

.G ıF /� D F � ıG� W H
p
dR.P /!H

p
dR.M/:

(b) If Id denotes the identity map of M; then Id� is the identity map of Hp
dR.M/.

Proof. If ! is closed, then d.F �!/D F �.d!/D 0, so F �! is also closed. If ! D
d� is exact, then F �! D F �.d�/ D d.F ��/, which is also exact. Therefore, F �

maps Zp.N / into Zp.M/ and Bp.N / into Bp.M/. The induced cohomology map
F � W H

p
dR.N /!H

p
dR.M/ is defined in the obvious way: for a closed p-form !, let

F �Œ!�D ŒF �!�:

If !0 D ! C d�, then ŒF �!0� D ŒF �! C d.F ��/� D ŒF �!�, so this map is well
defined. Properties (a) and (b) follow immediately from the analogous properties of
the pullback map on forms. �

The next two corollaries are immediate.

Corollary 17.3 (Functoriality). For any integer p, the assignmentM 7!H
p
dR.M/,

F 7! F � is a contravariant functor from the category of smooth manifolds with
boundary to the category of real vector spaces. �

Corollary 17.4 (Diffeomorphism Invariance of de Rham Cohomology). Diffeo-
morphic smooth manifolds (with or without boundary) have isomorphic de Rham
cohomology groups. �

Elementary Computations

The direct computation of the de Rham groups is not easy in general. However, there
are a number of special cases that can be easily computed by various techniques. In
this section, we describe a few of those cases. We begin with disjoint unions.

Proposition 17.5 (Cohomology of Disjoint Unions). Let fMj g be a countable col-
lection of smooth n-manifolds with or without boundary, and let M D

`
j Mj . For

each p, the inclusion maps �j W Mj ,!M induce an isomorphism from H
p
dR.M/ to

the direct product space
Q
j H

p
dR.Mj /.

Proof. The pullback maps ��j W �
p.M/!�p.Mj / already induce an isomorphism

from �p.M/ to
Q
j �

p.Mj /, namely

! 7!
�
��1!; �

�
2!; : : :

�
D
�
!jM1 ;!jM2 ; : : :

�
:
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This map is injective because any smooth p-form whose restriction to each Mj
is zero must itself be zero, and it is surjective because giving an arbitrary smooth
p-form on each Mj defines one on M . �

Because of this proposition, each de Rham group of a disconnected manifold is
just the direct product of the corresponding groups of its components. Thus, we can
concentrate henceforth on computing the de Rham groups of connected manifolds.

Next we give an explicit characterization of de Rham cohomology in degree zero.

Proposition 17.6 (Cohomology in Degree Zero). If M is a connected smooth
manifold with or without boundary, then H 0

dR.M/ is equal to the space of constant
functions and is therefore 1-dimensional.

Proof. Because there are no .�1/-forms, B0.M/D 0. A closed 0-form is a smooth
real-valued function f such that df D 0, and since M is connected, this is true if
and only if f is constant. Therefore, H 0

dR.M/DZ0.M/D fconstantsg. �

Corollary 17.7 (Cohomology of Zero-Manifolds). Suppose M is a manifold of
dimension 0. Then H 0

dR.M/ is a direct product of 1-dimensional vector spaces, one
for each point of M; and all other de Rham cohomology groups of M are zero.

Proof. The statement about H 0
dR.M/ follows from Propositions 17.5 and 17.6, and

the cohomology groups in nonzero degrees vanish for dimensional reasons. �

Homotopy Invariance

In this section we present a profound generalization of Corollary 17.4, one sur-
prising consequence of which is that the de Rham cohomology groups are actually
topological invariants. In fact, they are something much more: they are homotopy
invariants, which means that homotopy equivalent manifolds have isomorphic de
Rham groups. (See p. 614 for the definition of homotopy equivalence.)

The underlying fact that allows us to prove the homotopy invariance of de Rham
cohomology is that homotopic smooth maps induce the same cohomology map. To
motivate the proof, suppose F;G W M !N are smooth maps, and let us think about
what it means to prove that F � D G�. Given a closed p-form ! on N , we need
somehow to produce a .p � 1/-form � on M such that

G�! �F �! D d�;

from which it follows that G�Œ!� � F �Œ!� D Œd�� D 0. One might hope to con-
struct � in a systematic way, resulting in a map h from closed p-forms on N to
.p � 1/-forms on M that satisfies

d.h!/DG�! �F �!: (17.2)

Instead of defining h! only when ! is closed, it turns out to be far simpler to
define a map h from the space of all smooth p-forms on N to the space of smooth
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.p � 1/-forms on M . Such a map cannot satisfy (17.2), but instead we will find a
family of such maps, one for each p, satisfying

d.h!/C h.d!/DG�! �F �!: (17.3)

This implies (17.2) when ! is closed.
In general, if F;G W M ! N are smooth maps, a collection of linear maps

h W �p.N /!�p�1.M/ such that (17.3) is satisfied for all ! is called a homotopy
operator between F � and G�. (The term cochain homotopy is used frequently in
the algebraic topology literature.) The next proposition follows immediately from
the argument in the preceding paragraph.

Proposition 17.8. SupposeM andN are smooth manifolds with or without bound-
ary. If F;G W M ! N are smooth maps and there exists a homotopy opera-
tor between the pullback maps F � and G�, then the induced cohomology maps
F �;G� W H

p
dR.N /!H

p
dR.M/ are equal. �

The key to our proof of homotopy invariance is to construct a homotopy operator
first in the following special case. Let M be a smooth manifold with or without
boundary, and for each t 2 I , let it W M !M � I be the map

it .x/D .x; t/:

If M has empty boundary, then M � I is a smooth manifold with boundary, and all
of the results above apply to it. But if @M ¤¿, then M � I has to be considered
as a smooth manifold with corners. It is straightforward to check that the definitions
of the de Rham groups and induced homomorphisms make perfectly good sense on
manifolds with corners, and Proposition 17.2 is valid in that context as well.

Lemma 17.9 (Existence of a Homotopy Operator). For any smooth manifold M
with or without boundary, there exists a homotopy operator between the two maps
i�0 ; i

�
1 W �

�.M � I /!��.M/.

Proof. For each p, we need to define a linear map h W �p.M � I /! �p�1.M/

such that

h.d!/C d.h!/D i�1! � i
�
0!: (17.4)

Let s denote the standard coordinate on R, and let S be the vector field on M �R
given by S.q;s/ D

�
0; @=@sjs

�
under the usual identification T.q;s/M $ TqM �TsR.

Given a smooth p-form ! on M � I , define h! 2�p�1.M/ by

h! D

Z 1

0

i�t .S ³!/dt:

More specifically, for any q 2M; this means

.h!/q D

Z 1

0

i�t
�
.S ³!/.q;t/

�
dt;

where the integrand is interpreted as a function of t with values in the vector space
ƒp�1.T �qM/. On any smooth coordinate domain U �M; the components of the
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integrand are smooth functions of .q; t/ 2 U � I , so the integral defines a smooth
.p � 1/-form on M . We can compute d.h!/ at any point by differentiating under
the integral sign in local coordinates, which yields

d.h!/D

Z 1

0

d
�
i�t .S ³!/

�
dt:

Therefore, using Cartan’s magic formula, we obtain

h.d!/C d.h!/D

Z 1

0

�
i�t .S ³ d!/C d

�
i�t .S ³!/

��
dt

D

Z 1

0

�
i�t .S ³ d!/C i

�
t d.S ³!/

�
dt

D

Z 1

0

i�t .LS!/dt: (17.5)

To simplify this last expression, we use the flow of S on M � R. (If M has
nonempty boundary, note that S is tangent to @.M �R/D @M �R, so Theorem 9.34
applies.) The flow is given explicitly by �t .q; s/D .q; t C s/, so S is complete. It
follows that we can write it D �t ı i0, and therefore by Proposition 12.36,

i�t .LS!/D i
�
0

�
��t .LS!/

�
D i�0

�
d

dt

�
��t !

��
D
d

dt
i�0
�
��t !

�
D
d

dt
i�t !:

Inserting this into (17.5) and applying the fundamental theorem of calculus, we
obtain (17.4). �

Proposition 17.10. Suppose M and N are smooth manifolds with or without
boundary, and F;G W M ! N are homotopic smooth maps. For every p, the
induced cohomology maps F �;G� W Hp

dR.N /!H
p
dR.M/ are equal.

Proof. The preceding lemma implies that the two cohomology maps i�0 and i�1 from
H
p
dR.M � I / to Hp

dR.M/ are equal. By Theorem 9.28, there is a smooth homo-
topy H W M � I ! N from F to G. Because F D H ı i0 and G D H ı i1 (see
Fig. 17.1),Proposition 17.2 implies

F � D .H ı i0/
� D i�0 ıH

� D i�1 ıH
� D .H ı i1/

� DG�: �

The next theorem is the main result of this section.

Theorem 17.11 (Homotopy Invariance of de Rham Cohomology). If M and
N are homotopy equivalent smooth manifolds with or without boundary, then
H
p
dR.M/ Š H

p
dR.N / for each p. The isomorphisms are induced by any smooth

homotopy equivalence F W M !N .

Proof. Suppose F W M ! N is a homotopy equivalence, with homotopy inverse
G W N !M . By the Whitney approximation theorem (Theorem 6.26 or 9.27), there
are smooth maps zF W M ! N homotopic to F and zG W N !M homotopic to G.
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Fig. 17.1 Homotopic maps

Because homotopy is preserved by composition, it follows that zF ı zG ' F ıG '
IdN and zG ı zF 'G ıF ' IdM ; so zF and zG are homotopy inverses of each other.

Proposition 17.10 shows that, on cohomology,

zF � ı zG� D
�
zG ı zF

��
D .IdM /

� D IdHpdR.M/ :

The same argument shows that zG� ı zF � is also the identity, so zF � W Hp
dR.N /!

H
p
dR.M/ is an isomorphism. �
Because every homeomorphism is a homotopy equivalence, the next corollary is

immediate.

Corollary 17.12 (Topological Invariance of de Rham Cohomology). The de
Rham cohomology groups are topological invariants: if M and N are homeomor-
phic smooth manifolds with or without boundary, then their de Rham cohomology
groups are isomorphic. �

This result is remarkable, because the definition of the de Rham groups of M
is intimately tied up with its smooth structure, and we had no reason to expect that
different differentiable structures on the same topological manifold should give rise
to the same de Rham groups.

Computations Using Homotopy Invariance

We can use homotopy invariance to compute a number of de Rham groups. We begin
with the simplest case of homotopy equivalence. A topological space X is said to
be contractible if the identity map of X is homotopic to a constant map.

Theorem 17.13 (Cohomology of Contractible Manifolds). If M is a contractible
smooth manifold with or without boundary, then Hp

dR.M/D 0 for p � 1.

Proof. The assumption means there is some point q 2 M such that the identity
map of M is homotopic to the constant map cq W M !M sending all of M to q.
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If �q W fqg ,! M denotes the inclusion map, it follows that cq ı �q D Idfqg and
�q ı cq ' IdM ; so �q is a homotopy equivalence. The result then follows from the
homotopy invariance of Hp

dR together with the obvious fact that Hp
dR.fqg/D 0 for

p � 1 because fqg is a 0-manifold. �
In Theorem 11.49, we showed that every closed 1-form on a star-shaped open

subset of Rn is exact. (Recall that a subset U �Rn is said to be star-shaped if there
is a point c 2 U such that for every x 2 U , the line segment from c to x is entirely
contained in U .) The next theorem is a generalization of that result to forms of all
degrees. Despite the apparent specialness of star-shaped domains, this theorem is
one of the most important facts about de Rham cohomology.

Theorem 17.14 (The Poincaré Lemma). If U is a star-shaped open subset of Rn

or Hn, then Hp
dR.U /D 0 for p � 1.

Proof. If U is star-shaped with respect to c, then it is contractible by the following
straight-line homotopy:

H.x; t/D cC t.x � c/: �
Corollary 17.15 (Local Exactness of Closed Forms). LetM be a smooth manifold
with or without boundary. Each point of M has a neighborhood on which every
closed form is exact.

Proof. Every point of M has a neighborhood diffeomorphic to an open ball in Rn

or an open half-ball in Hn, each of which is star-shaped. The result follows from the
Poincaré lemma and the diffeomorphism invariance of de Rham cohomology. �
Corollary 17.16 (Cohomology of Euclidean Spaces and Half-Spaces). For any
integers n� 0 and p � 1, Hp

dR .R
n/D 0 and Hp

dR .H
n/D 0.

Proof. Both Rn and Hn are star-shaped. �
Another case in which we can say quite a lot about de Rham cohomology is in

degree 1. Suppose M is a connected smooth manifold and q is any point in M .
Let Hom

�
�1.M;q/;R

�
denote the set of group homomorphisms from �1.M;q/ to

the additive group R; it is a vector space under pointwise addition of homomor-
phisms and multiplication by constants. We define a linear map ˚ W H 1

dR.M/!

Hom
�
�1.M;q/;R

�
as follows: given a cohomology class Œ!� 2 H 1

dR.M/, define
˚Œ!� W �1.M;q/!R by

˚Œ!�Œ��D

Z

z�

!;

where Œ�� is any path homotopy class in �1.M;q/, and z� is any piecewise smooth
curve representing the same path class.

Theorem 17.17 (First Cohomology and the Fundamental Group). Suppose M
is a connected smooth manifold. For each q 2M; the linear map ˚ W H 1

dR.M/!

Hom
�
�1.M;q/;R

�
is well defined and injective.

Remark. It is actually the case that ˚ is an isomorphism, but we do not quite have
the tools to prove this. See Problem 18-2.
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Proof. Given Œ�� 2 �1.M;q/, it follows from the Whitney approximation theorem
that there is some smooth closed curve segment z� in the same path class as � , and
from Theorem 16.26 that

R
z� ! gives the same result for every piecewise smooth

curve z� in the given class. Moreover, if z! is another smooth 1-form in the same
cohomology class as !, then z! � ! D df for some smooth function f , which
implies Z

z�

z! �

Z

z�

! D

Z

z�

df D f .q/� f .q/D 0:

Thus ˚ is well defined. It follows from Proposition 11.34(c) that ˚Œ!� is a group
homomorphism from �1.M;q/ to R, and from linearity of the line integral that ˚
itself is a linear map.

To see that ˚ is injective, suppose ˚Œ!� is the zero homomorphism. This means
that

R
z� ! D 0 for every piecewise smooth closed curve z� starting at q. If 	 is a

piecewise smooth closed curve starting at some other point q0 2M; we can choose
a piecewise smooth curve ˛ from q to q0, so that the path product ˛ �	 � x̨ is a closed
curve based at q, where x̨ is a backward reparametrization of ˛. It then follows that

0D

Z

˛���x̨
! D

Z

˛

! C

Z

�

! �

Z

˛

! D

Z

�

!:

Thus, ! is conservative and therefore exact. �

It follows from Corollary 16.27 that H 1
dR.M/D 0 when M is simply connected.

The next corollary generalizes that result.

Corollary 17.18. If M is a connected smooth manifold with finite fundamental
group, then H 1

dR.M/D 0.

Proof. There are no nontrivial homomorphisms from a finite group to R. �

I Exercise 17.19. A group 
 is called a torsion group if for each g 2 
 there exists
an integer k such that gk D 1. Show that if M is a connected smooth manifold whose
fundamental group is a torsion group, then H1

dR.M/D 0.

The Mayer–Vietoris Theorem

In this section we state a general theorem that can be used to compute the de Rham
cohomology groups of many manifolds, by expressing them as unions of open sub-
manifolds with simpler cohomology. We use the theorem here to compute all of the
de Rham cohomology groups of spheres and of punctured Euclidean spaces, and the
top-degree cohomology groups of compact manifolds. In the next chapter, we will
use it again as an essential ingredient in the proof of the de Rham theorem. Because
the proof of the Mayer–Vietoris theorem is fairly technical, we defer it to the end of
the chapter.

Here is the setup for the theorem. Suppose M is a smooth manifold with or
without boundary, and U , V are open subsets ofM such thatM DU [V . We have
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four inclusions,

U

U \ V

i �

M;

k
�

V

l

�

j �

(17.6)

which induce pullback maps on differential forms,

�p.U /

�p.M/

k� �
�p.U \ V /;

i�
�

�p.V /
j �
�

l�
�

as well as corresponding induced cohomology maps. Note that these pullback maps
are really just restrictions: for example, k�! D !jU . Consider the following se-
quence of maps:

0!�p.M/
k�˚l�

����!�p.U /˚�p.V /
i��j�

����!�p.U \ V /! 0; (17.7)

where

.k�˚ l�/! D .k�!; l�!/;

.i� � j �/.!; �/D i�! � j ��:
(17.8)

Because pullbacks commute with d , these maps descend to linear maps on the cor-
responding de Rham cohomology groups.

In the statement of the Mayer–Vietoris theorem, we will use the following stan-
dard algebraic terminology. Suppose we are given a sequence of vector spaces and
linear maps:

� � � ! V p�1
Fp�1
���! V p

Fp
��! V pC1

FpC1
���! V pC2! � � � : (17.9)

Such a sequence is said to be exact if the image of each map is equal to the kernel
of the next: for each p,

ImFp�1 DKerFp:

Theorem 17.20 (Mayer–Vietoris). Let M be a smooth manifold with or without
boundary, and let U , V be open subsets of M whose union is M . For each p, there
is a linear map ı W Hp

dR.U \ V /! H
pC1
dR .M/ such that the following sequence,

called the Mayer–Vietoris sequence for the open cover fU;V g, is exact:
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� � �
ı
�!H

p
dR.M/

k�˚l�

����!H
p
dR.U /˚H

p
dR.V /

i��j�

����!H
p
dR.U \ V /

ı
�!H

pC1
dR .M/

k�˚l�

����! � � � : (17.10)

Computations Using the Mayer–Vietoris Theorem

Using the Mayer–Vietoris theorem, it is a simple matter to compute all of the de
Rham cohomology groups of spheres.

Theorem 17.21 (Cohomology of Spheres). For n � 1, the de Rham cohomology
groups of Sn are

H
p
dR.S

n/Š

(
R if pD 0 or pD n;

0 if 0 < p < n:
(17.11)

The cohomology class of any smooth orientation form is a basis for Hn
dR.S

n/.

Proof. Proposition 17.6 shows that H 0
dR.S

n/Š R, so we need only prove (17.11)
for p � 1. We do so by induction on n. For n D 1, note first that any orienta-
tion form on S1 has nonzero integral, so it is not exact by Corollary 16.13; thus
dimH 1

dR

�
S1
�
� 1. On the other hand, Theorem 17.17 implies that there is an in-

jective linear map from H 1
dR.S

n/ into Hom
�
�1
�
S1; 1

�
;R
�
, which is 1-dimensional.

Thus, H 1
dR

�
S1
�

has dimension exactly 1, and is spanned by the cohomology class
of any orientation form.

Next, suppose n� 2 and assume by induction that the theorem is true for Sn�1.
Because Sn is simply connected, H 1

dR.S
n/D 0 by Corollary 17.18. For p > 1, we

use the Mayer–Vietoris theorem as follows. Let N and S be the north and south
poles in Sn, respectively, and let U D Sn X fSg, V D Sn X fN g. By stereographic
projection (Problem 1-7), both U and V are diffeomorphic to Rn (Fig. 17.2), and
thus U \ V is diffeomorphic to Rn X f0g.

Part of the Mayer–Vietoris sequence for fU;V g reads

H
p�1
dR .U /˚H

p�1
dR .V /!H

p�1
dR .U \ V /!H

p
dR .S

n/!H
p
dR.U /˚H

p
dR.V /:

Because U and V are diffeomorphic to Rn, the groups on both ends are trivial
when p > 1, which implies that Hp

dR.S
n/ŠH

p�1
dR .U \ V /. Moreover, U \ V is

diffeomorphic to Rn X f0g and therefore homotopy equivalent to Sn�1, so in the
end we conclude that Hp

dR .S
n/ŠH

p�1
dR

�
Sn�1

�
for p > 1, and (17.11) follows by

induction. As in the nD 1 case, any smooth orientation form on Sn determines a
nonzero cohomology class, which therefore spans Hn

dR.S
n/. �

I Exercise 17.22. Show that � 2�n.Sn/ is exact if and only if
R
Sn �D 0.

Corollary 17.23 (Cohomology of Punctured Euclidean Space). Suppose n � 2
and x 2Rn, and let M DRn X fxg. The only nontrivial de Rham groups of M are



The Mayer–Vietoris Theorem 451

Fig. 17.2 Computing the de Rham cohomology of Sn

H 0
dR.M/ and Hn�1

dR .M/, both of which are 1-dimensional. A closed .n� 1/-form �

onM is exact if and only if
R
S
�D 0 for some (and hence every) .n�1/-dimensional

sphere S �M centered at x.

Proof. Let S �M be any .n� 1/-dimensional sphere centered at x. Because inclu-
sion � W S ,!M is a homotopy equivalence, �� W Hp

dR.M/!H
p
dR.S/ is an isomor-

phism for each p, so the assertion about the dimension of Hp
dR.M/ follows from

Theorem 17.21. If � is a closed .n� 1/-form on M; it follows that � is exact if and
only if ��� is exact on S , which in turn is true if and only if

R
S �D

R
S �
��D 0 by

Exercise 17.22. �

I Exercise 17.24. Check that the statement and proof of Corollary 17.23 remain true
if Rn X fxg is replaced by Rn X xB for some closed ball xB �Rn.

Corollary 17.25. Suppose n � 2, U � Rn is any open subset, and x 2 U . Then
Hn�1

dR .U X fxg/¤ 0.

Proof. Because U is open, there is an .n� 1/-dimensional sphere S centered at x
such that S � U X fxg. Let � W S ,! U X fxg be inclusion and r W U X fxg ! S be
the radial projection onto S . Then r and � are smooth with r ı �D IdS . This implies
�� ı r� D IdHn�1dR

.S/, and therefore r� W Hn�1
dR .S/!Hn�1

dR .U X fxg/ is injective.

Since Hn�1
dR .S/¤ 0 by Theorem 17.21, the result follows. �

Here is an important application of the topological invariance of the de Rham co-
homology groups. Recall the theorem on invariance of dimension (Theorem 1.2);
it is a surprising fact that this purely topological theorem can be proved using
de Rham cohomology. Before proving the theorem, we restate it here for conve-
nience.
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Theorem 17.26 (Topological Invariance of Dimension). A nonempty n-dimen-
sional topological manifold cannot be homeomorphic to an m-dimensional mani-
fold unless mD n.

Proof. If M is a topological n-manifold that is homeomorphic to an m-manifold,
thenM is itself both an n-manifold and anm-manifold. The case in whichm or n is
zero was already taken care of in Chapter 1, so assume that m> n� 1. Because M
is an m-manifold, there is an open subset V �M that is homeomorphic to Rm. Be-
cause an open subset of an n-manifold is itself an n-manifold, any point x 2 V has
a neighborhood U � V that is homeomorphic to Rn. On the one hand, because U
is homeomorphic to Rn, we can use the homeomorphism to define a smooth struc-
ture on U , and then Hm�1

dR .U X fxg/D 0 by Corollary 17.23. On the other hand,
because U is homeomorphic to an open subset of Rm, we can use that homeomor-
phism to define another smooth structure on U , and then Corollary 17.25 implies
that Hm�1

dR .U X fxg/¤ 0. This contradicts the topological invariance of de Rham
cohomology. �

As another application of Corollary 17.23, we prove a generalization of the
Poincaré lemma for compactly supported forms. We will use it below to compute
top-degree cohomology groups.

Lemma 17.27 (Poincaré Lemma with Compact Support). Let n � p � 1, and
suppose ! is a compactly supported closed p-form on Rn. If p D n, suppose in
addition that

R
Rn ! D 0. Then there exists a compactly supported smooth .p � 1/-

form � on Rn such that d�D !.

Remark. Of course, we know that ! is exact by the Poincaré lemma, so the novelty
here is the claim that it is the exterior derivative of a compactly supported form.

Proof. When n D p D 1, we can write ! D f dx for some smooth, compactly
supported function f 2 C1.R/. Define F W R!R by

F.x/D

Z x

�1

f .t/dt:

By the fundamental theorem of calculus, dF D F 0 dx D f dx D !. Choose R > 0
such that suppf � Œ�R;R�. When x < �R, F.x/D 0 by our choice of R. When
x >R, the fact that

R
R! D 0 translates to

F.x/D

Z x

�1

f .t/dt D

Z 1
�1

f .t/dt D 0;

so, in fact, suppF � Œ�R;R�. This completes the proof for the case nD pD 1.
Now assume n � 2, and let B;B 0 � Rn be open balls centered at the origin

such that supp! � B � xB � B 0. By the ordinary Poincaré lemma, there exists a
smooth (but not necessarily compactly supported) .p � 1/-form �0 on Rn such that
d�0 D !. This implies, in particular, that d�0 D 0 on Rn X xB . To complete the
proof, we consider three cases.
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CASE 1: p D 1. In this case �0 is a smooth function. Because Rn X xB is
connected when n � 2, it follows that �0 is equal to a constant c there. Let-
ting � D �0 � c, we find that � is compactly supported and satisfies d� D ! as
claimed.

CASE 2: 1 < p < n. Now the restriction of �0 to RnX xB is a closed .p�1/-form.
Because Hp�1

dR

�
Rn X xB

�
D 0 by Exercise 17.24, there is a smooth .p � 2/-form �

on Rn X xB such that d� D �0 there. If we let  be a smooth bump function that is
supported in Rn X xB and equal to 1 on Rn XB 0, then �D �0�d. �/ is smooth on
all of Rn and satisfies d�D d�0 D !. Because d. �/D d� D �0 on Rn XB 0, � is
compactly supported.

CASE 3: p D n. In this case, we cannot use the same argument as in Case 2
because Hn�1

dR

�
Rn X xB

�
¤ 0. However, it follows from Corollary 17.23 and Exer-

cise 17.24 that the restriction of �0 to Rn X xB is exact provided its integral is zero
over some sphere centered at the origin and contained in Rn X xB . Stokes’s theorem
implies that

0D

Z

Rn
! D

Z
xB0
! D

Z
xB0
d�0 D

Z

@B0
�0:

Thus �0 is exact on Rn X xB , and the proof proceeds exactly as in Case 2. �

For some purposes it is useful to define a generalization of the de Rham coho-
mology groups using only compactly supported forms. LetM be a smooth manifold
with or without boundary and let�pc .M/ denote the vector space of compactly sup-
ported smooth p-forms onM . The pth compactly supported de Rham cohomology
group of M is the quotient space

Hp
c .M/D

Ker
�
d W �

p
c .M/!�

pC1
c .M/

�

Im
�
d W �

p�1
c .M/!�

p
c .M/

� :

Of course, when M is compact, this just reduces to ordinary de Rham cohomology.
But for noncompact manifolds the two groups can be different, as the next theorem
illustrates.

Theorem 17.28 (Compactly Supported Cohomology of Rn). For n� 1, the com-
pactly supported de Rham cohomology groups of Rn are

Hp
c .R

n/Š

(
0 if 0� p < n;

R if pD n:

I Exercise 17.29. Prove this theorem.

In general, a smooth map need not pull back compactly supported forms to com-
pactly supported ones, so it does not induce a map on compactly supported coho-
mology. However, a proper map does pull back compactly supported forms to com-
pactly supported ones, so for a proper smooth map F W M !N there is an induced
cohomology map F � W Hp

c .N /!H
p
c .M/ for each p.
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Compactly supported cohomology has a number of important applications in al-
gebraic topology. One important application is the Poincaré duality theorem, which
is outlined in Problem 18-7.

Another application is to facilitate the computation of de Rham cohomology in
the top degree. Suppose first that M is an oriented smooth n-manifold. There is a
natural linear map I W �nc .M/!R given by integration over M :

I.!/D

Z

M

!:

Because the integral of the exterior derivative of a compactly supported .n�1/-form
is zero, I descends to a linear map, still denoted by the same symbol, from Hn

c .M/

to R. (Note that every smooth n-form on an n-manifold is closed.)

Theorem 17.30 (Top Cohomology, Orientable Compact Support Case). If M is
a connected oriented smooth n-manifold, then the integration map I W Hn

c .M/!R
is an isomorphism, so Hn

c .M/ is 1-dimensional.

Proof. Because a connected 0-manifold is a single point, the 0-dimensional case
is an immediate consequence of Corollary 17.7, so we may assume n � 1. Let�
U;
�
xi
��

be an oriented smooth coordinate chart on M; and let f be a smooth
bump function with compact support in U . Then the n-form defined by �0 D

f dx1 ^ � � � ^ dxn in U and 0 outside U is smooth and compactly supported on M;
and satisfies I.�0/ > 0. Thus, I is surjective, so we need only show that it is injec-
tive. In other words, we have to show the following: if ! is a smooth, compactly
supported n-form on M satisfying

R
M
! D 0, then there is a smooth, compactly

supported .n� 1/-form � such that ! D d�.
Let fUig be a countable cover ofM by open subsets that are diffeomorphic to Rn,

and let Mk D U1 [ � � � [ Uk for each k. Because M is connected, by renumbering
the sequence if necessary, we can arrange the Mk \ UkC1 ¤ ¿ for each k. Since
every compactly supported n-form is supported inMk for some finite k, it suffices to
prove that if ! 2�nc .Mk/ has zero integral, then ! D d� for some � 2�n�1c .Mk/,
and then we can extend � by zero to a compactly supported form on all of M . We
will prove this claim by induction on k.

For k D 1, since M1 D U1 is diffeomorphic to Rn, the claim reduces to
Lemma 17.27. So assume that the claim is true for some k � 1, and suppose !
is a compactly supported smooth n-form on MkC1 D Mk [ UkC1 that satisfiesR
MkC1

! D 0.
Let � 2 �nc .MkC1/ be an auxiliary form that is supported in Mk \ UkC1 and

satisfies
R
MkC1

� D 1. (Such a form is easily constructed by using a bump function
in coordinates as above.) Let f'; g be a smooth partition of unity for MkC1 sub-
ordinate to the cover fMk ;UkC1g (Fig. 17.3),and let c D

R
MkC1

'!. Observe that
'!�c� is compactly supported inMk , and its integral is equal to zero by our choice
of c. Therefore, by the induction hypothesis, there is a compactly supported smooth
.n� 1/-form ˛ on Mk such that d˛ D '! � c� . Similarly,  ! C c� is compactly
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Fig. 17.3 Computing the top-degree cohomology

supported in UkC1, and its integral is
Z

UkC1

. ! C c�/D

Z

MkC1

.1� '/! C c

Z

MkC1

�

D

Z

MkC1

! �

Z

MkC1

'! C c D 0:

Thus by Lemma 17.27, there exists another smooth .n� 1/-form ˇ, compactly sup-
ported in UkC1, such that dˇD !C c� . Both ˛ and ˇ can be extended by zero to
smooth compactly supported forms on MkC1. We compute

d.˛C ˇ/D .'! � c�/C . ! C c�/D .' C /! D !;

which completes the inductive step. �
Theorem 17.31 (Top Cohomology, Orientable Compact Case). If M is a com-
pact connected orientable smooth n-manifold, then Hn

dR.M/ is 1-dimensional, and
is spanned by the cohomology class of any smooth orientation form.

Proof. This follows from the preceding theorem, because Hp
dR.M/ D H

p
c .M/ in

that case, and the integral of any orientation form is nonzero. �
Theorem 17.32 (Top Cohomology, Orientable Noncompact Case). If M is a
noncompact connected orientable smooth n-manifold, then Hn

dR.M/D 0.

Proof. Choose an orientation onM . Let f 2 C1.M/ be a smooth exhaustion func-
tion. By adding a constant, we can arrange that infM f D 0, and then connectedness
and noncompactness of M imply that f .M/D Œ0;1/. For each positive integer i ,
let Vi D f �1

�
.i � 2; i/

�
. Thus, fVig1iD1 is a cover of M by nonempty precompact

open sets, with Vi \ Vj ¤ ¿ if and only if j D i � 1, i , or i C 1. Let f ig be a
smooth partition of unity subordinate to this cover, and for each i , let �i 2�nc .M/

be a smooth n-form compactly supported in Vi \ ViC1 with
R
M
�i D 1.

Suppose ! is any smooth n-form on M; and let !i D  i! for each i , so
!i 2�

n
c .Vi /. Let c1 D

R
V1
!1, so that !1 � c1�1 is compactly supported in V1 and

has zero integral. It follows from Theorem 17.30 that there exists �1 2�nc .V1/ such
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that d�1 D !1� c1�1. Next, choose c2 2R such that
R
V2
.!2C c1�1� c2�2/D 0, so

there exists �2 2�nc .V2/ with d�2 D !2 C c1�1 � c2�2. Continuing by induction,
we can choose cj 2 R and �j 2 �nc .Vj / such that d�j D !j C cj�1�j�1 � cj �j .
Set � D

P1
jD1 �j , with each �j extended to be zero on M X Vj . Because at

most three terms in this sum are nonzero on each Vi , this is a smooth n-form
on M . When we take its exterior derivative, the cj �j terms all cancel, so d� DP
j !j D !. �

Next we consider the nonorientable case. If M is a nonorientable smooth man-
ifold, the key to analyzing its cohomology groups is the orientation covering
y� W �M !M (see Theorem 15.41). Because a finite-sheeted covering map is a proper
map by Exercise A.75, y� induces cohomology maps on both compactly supported
and ordinary de Rham cohomology. The next lemma shows that these maps are all
injective.

Lemma 17.33. Suppose M is a connected nonorientable smooth manifold and
y� W �M !M is its orientation covering. For each p, the induced cohomology maps
y�� W H

p
dR.M/!H

p
dR

� �M �
and y�� W Hp

c .M/!H
p
c

� �M �
are injective.

Proof. First, we prove the lemma for compactly supported cohomology. Suppose
! is a closed, compactly supported p-form on M such that y��Œ!�D 0 2Hp

c

� �M �
.

Then there exists � 2�pc
� �M �

such that d�D y��!. Let ˛ W �M ! �M be the unique

nontrivial covering automorphism of �M (see Fig. 15.9), and let z� D 1
2
.�C ˛��/,

which is also compactly supported. Using the fact that ˛ ı ˛ D Id �M , we com-
pute

˛�z�D 1
2

�
˛��C .˛ ı ˛/��

�
D z�:

Because y� ı ˛D y� , this implies

d z�D 1
2
.d�C d˛��/D 1

2
.d�C ˛�d�/D 1

2
.y��! C ˛�y��!/D y��!:

Let U �M be any evenly covered open subset. There are exactly two smooth
local sections 	1; 	2 W U ! �M over U , which are related by 	2 D ˛ ı 	1. Observe
that

	�2 z�D .˛ ı 	1/
�z�D 	�1 ˛

�z�D 	�1 z�:

Therefore, we can define a smooth global .p � 1/-form ˇ on M by setting ˇjU D
	�z� for any smooth local section 	 W U ! �M ; the argument above guarantees that
the various definitions agree where they overlap. Because suppˇ D y�

�
supp z�

�
, it

follows that ˇ is compactly supported. To determine the exterior derivative of ˇ,
given p 2M; choose a smooth local section 	 defined on a neighborhood U of p,
and compute

dˇD d	�z�D 	�d z�D 	�y��! D .y� ı 	/�! D !;

because y� ı 	 D IdU .
The argument for ordinary de Rham cohomology is the same, but with all refer-

ences to compact support deleted. �



Degree Theory 457

Theorem 17.34 (Top Cohomology, Nonorientable Case). If M is a connected
nonorientable smooth n-manifold, then Hn

c .M/D 0 and Hn
dR.M/D 0.

Proof. First consider the case of compactly supported cohomology. By the preced-
ing lemma, it suffices to show that y�� W Hn

c .M/!Hn
c

� �M �
is the zero map, where

y� W �M !M is the orientation covering of M . Let ˛ W �M ! �M be the nontrivial
covering automorphism as in the preceding proof. Now, ˛ cannot be orientation-
preserving: if it were, the entire covering automorphism group

˚
Id �M ; ˛

	
would

be orientation-preserving, and then M would be orientable by Theorem 15.36. By
connectedness of �M and the fact that ˛ is a diffeomorphism, it follows that ˛ is
orientation-reversing.

Suppose ! is any compactly supported smooth n-form on M; and let y! D y��!.
Because y� is proper, y! is compactly supported, and y� ı ˛D y� implies

˛� y! D ˛�y��! D .y� ı ˛/�! D y��! D y!:

Because ˛ is orientation-reversing, we conclude from Proposition 16.6(d) that
Z
�M
y! D�

Z
�M
˛� y! D�

Z
�M
y!:

This implies that
R
�M y! D 0, so Œy!� D 0 2Hn

c

� �M �
by Theorem 17.31. This com-

pletes the proof that Hn
c .M/D 0.

It remains only to handle ordinary cohomology. IfM is compact, it follows from
the argument above that Hn

dR.M/DHn
c .M/D 0. On the other hand, if M is non-

compact, then so is �M , and Theorem 17.32 shows that Hn
dR

� �M �
D 0. It follows

from Lemma 17.33 that Hn
dR.M/D 0 as well. �

Degree Theory

Now that we know the top-degree cohomology groups of all compact smooth man-
ifolds, we can use them to draw a number of significant conclusions about smooth
maps between certain compact manifolds of the same dimension. They all follow
from the fact that we can associate an integer to each such map, called its degree, in
such a way that homotopic maps have the same degree.

Theorem 17.35 (Degree of a Smooth Map). Suppose M and N are compact,
connected, oriented, smooth manifolds of dimension n, and F W M !N is a smooth
map. There exists a unique integer k, called the degree of F , that satisfies both of
the following conditions.

(a) For every smooth n-form ! on N ,
Z

M

F �! D k

Z

N

!:
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(b) If q 2N is a regular value of F , then

k D
X

x2F�1.q/

sgn.x/;

where sgn.x/DC1 if dFx is orientation-preserving, and �1 if it is orientation-
reversing.

Proof. By Theorem 17.31, two smooth n-forms on either M or N are cohomolo-
gous if and only if they have the same integral. Let � be any smooth n-form on N
such that

R
N � D 1, and let k D

R
M F �� . If ! 2�n.N / is arbitrary, then ! is coho-

mologous to a� , where aD
R
N
!, and therefore F �! is cohomologous to aF �� . It

follows that Z

M

F �! D a

Z

M

F �� D ak D k

Z

N

!:

Thus k satisfies (a), and is clearly the only number that does so.
Next we show that k also has the characterization given in part (b), from which

it follows that it is an integer. Let q 2N be an arbitrary regular value of F . Because
F �1.q/ is a properly embedded 0-dimensional submanifold of M; it is finite. Sup-
pose first that F �1.q/ is not empty—say, F �1.q/D fx1; : : : ; xmg. By the inverse
function theorem, for each i there is a neighborhood Ui of xi such that F is a diffeo-
morphism from Ui to a neighborhood Wi of q, and by shrinking the Ui ’s if neces-
sary, we may assume that they are pairwise disjoint. ThenK DM X .U1[� � �[Um/
is closed inM and thus compact, so F.K/ is closed inN and disjoint from q. LetW
be the connected component of W1 \ � � � \Wm \

�
N XF.K/

�
containing q, and let

Vi D F
�1.W / \ Ui . It follows that W is a connected neighborhood of q whose

preimage under F is the disjoint union V1 q � � � q Vm, and F restricts to a diffeo-
morphism from each Vi to W . Since each Vi is connected, the restriction of F to Vi
must be either orientation-preserving or orientation-reversing.

Let ! be a smooth n-form on N that is compactly supported in W and satisfiesR
N
! D

R
W
! D 1. It follows from part (a) that

R
M
F �! D k. Since F �! is com-

pactly supported in F �1.W /, we have
R
M F �! D

Pm
iD1

R
Vi
F �!. From Proposi-

tion 16.6(d) we conclude that for each i ,
R
Vi
F �! D˙

R
W
! D˙1, with the posi-

tive sign if F is orientation-preserving on Vi and the negative sign otherwise. This
proves (b) when F �1.q/¤¿.

On the other hand, suppose F �1.q/D ¿. Then q has a neighborhood W con-
tained inN XF.M/ (because F.M/ is compact and thus closed). If ! is any smooth
n-form on N that is compactly supported in W , then

R
M
F �! D 0, so k D 0. This

proves (b). �

Much of the power of degree theory arises from the fact that the two different
characterizations of the degree can be played off against each other. For example, it
is often easy to compute the degree of a particular map simply by counting the points
in the preimage of a regular value, with appropriate signs. On the other hand, the
characterization in terms of differential forms makes it easy to prove many important
properties, such as the ones given in the next proposition.
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Proposition 17.36 (Properties of the Degree). Suppose M; N , and P are com-
pact, connected, oriented, smooth n-manifolds.

(a) If F W M ! N and G W N ! P are both smooth maps, then deg.G ı F / D
.degG/.degF /.

(b) If F W M ! N is a diffeomorphism, then degF D C1 if F is orientation-
preserving and �1 if it is orientation-reversing.

(c) If two smooth maps F0;F1 W M ! N are homotopic, then they have the same
degree.

I Exercise 17.37. Prove the preceding proposition.

This proposition allows us to define the degree of a continuous map F W M !N

between compact, connected, oriented, smooth n-manifolds, by letting degF be the
degree of any smooth map that is homotopic to F . The Whitney approximation the-
orem guarantees that there is such a map, and the preceding proposition guarantees
that the degree is the same for every map homotopic to F .

Here are some applications of degree theory.

Theorem 17.38. SupposeN is a compact, connected, oriented, smooth n-manifold,
and X is a compact, oriented, smooth .nC 1/-manifold with connected boundary.
If f W @X ! N is a continuous map that has a continuous extension to X , then
degf D 0.

Proof. Suppose f has an extension to a continuous map F W X!N . By the Whit-
ney approximation theorem, there is a smooth map zF W X ! N that is homotopic
to F . Replacing F by zF and f by zF j@X , we may assume that both f and F are
smooth.

Let ! be any smooth n-form on N . Then d! D 0 because it is an .nC 1/-form
on an n-manifold. From Stokes’s theorem, we obtain

Z

@X

f �! D

Z

@X

F �! D

Z

X

d.F �!/D

Z

X

F �d! D 0:

It follows from Theorem 17.35 that f has degree zero. �
Theorem 17.39 (Brouwer Fixed-Point Theorem). Every continuous map from xBn

to itself has a fixed point.

Proof. Suppose for the sake of contradiction that F W xBn! xBn is continuous and
has no fixed points. We can define a continuous map G W xBn! Sn�1 by

G.x/D
x �F.x/

jx �F.x/j
;

and let gDGjSn�1 W S
n�1! Sn�1. On the one hand, the previous theorem implies

that g has degree zero. On the other hand, consider the map H W Sn�1 � I ! Sn�1

defined by

H.x; t/D
x � tF .x/

jx � tF .x/j
:
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The denominator never vanishes when t D 1 because F has no fixed points, and
when t < 1 it cannot vanish because jxj D 1 while jtF .x/j � t < 1. Thus H is con-
tinuous, so it is a homotopy from the identity to g. It follows from Proposition 17.36
that g has degree 1, which is a contradiction. �

With a little more machinery from algebraic topology, it is possible to give many
more applications of degree theory. For example, it turns out that continuous maps
from Sn to itself (n � 1) are classified up to homotopy by degree (see [Hat02,
Cor. 4.25]). This is not true for other compact orientable manifolds, however; Prob-
lem 17-13 describes a counterexample.

Proof of the Mayer–Vietoris Theorem

In this section we give the proof of the Mayer–Vietoris theorem. For this purpose
we need to introduce some simple algebraic concepts. More details about the ideas
introduced here can be found in [LeeTM, Chap. 13] or in any textbook on algebraic
topology.

Let R be a commutative ring, and suppose we are given a sequence of R-
modules and R-linear maps:

� � � !Ap�1
d
�!Ap

d
�!ApC1! � � � : (17.12)

(In all of our applications, the ring will be either Z, in which case we are looking
at abelian groups and homomorphisms, or R, in which case we have vector spaces
and linear maps. The terminology of modules is just a convenient way to combine
the two cases.) Such a sequence is said to be a complex if the composition of any
two successive applications of d is the zero map:

d ı d D 0 W Ap!ApC2 for each p:

Just as in the case of vector spaces, such a sequence of modules is called an exact
sequence if the image of each d is equal to the kernel of the next. Clearly, every
exact sequence is a complex, but the converse need not be true.

Let us denote the sequence (17.12) by A�. If it is a complex, then the image of
each map d is contained in the kernel of the next, so we define the pth cohomology
group of A� to be the quotient module

Hp.A�/D
Ker.d W Ap!ApC1/

Im.d W Ap�1!Ap/
:

It can be thought of as a quantitative measure of the failure of exactness at Ap . The
obvious example is the de Rham complex of a smooth n-manifold M :

0!�0.M/
d
�! � � �

d
�!�p.M/

d
�!�pC1.M/

d
�! � � �

d
�!�n.M/! 0;

whose cohomology groups are the de Rham groups of M . (In algebraic topology, a
complex as we have defined it is usually called a cochain complex, while a chain
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complex is defined similarly except that the maps go in the direction of decreasing
indices:

� � � !ApC1
@
�!Ap

@
�!Ap�1! � � � :

In that case, the term homology is used in place of cohomology.)
If A� and B� are complexes, a cochain map from A� to B�, denoted by

F W A�! B�, is a collection of linear maps F W Ap ! Bp (it is easiest to use the
same symbol for all of the maps) such that the following diagram commutes for
each p:

� � � � Ap
d� ApC1 � � � �

� � � � Bp

F
�

d
� BpC1

F�
� � � � :

The fact that F ı d D d ı F means that any cochain map induces a linear map on
cohomology F � W Hp.A�/!Hp.B�/ for each p, just as in the case of de Rham
cohomology. (A map between chain complexes satisfying the analogous relations
is called a chain map; the same argument shows that a chain map induces a linear
map on homology.)

A short exact sequence of complexes consists of three complexes A�, B�, C �,
together with cochain maps

0!A�
F
�!B�

G
�! C �! 0

such that each sequence

0!Ap
F
�!Bp

G
�! Cp! 0

is exact. This means that F is injective, G is surjective, and ImF DKerG.

Lemma 17.40 (The Zigzag Lemma). Given a short exact sequence of complexes
as above, for each p there is a linear map

ı W Hp.C �/!HpC1.A�/;

called the connecting homomorphism, such that the following sequence is exact:

� � �
ı
�!Hp.A�/

F �

��!Hp.B�/
G�

��!Hp.C �/
ı
�!HpC1.A�/

F �

��! � � � : (17.13)

Proof. We sketch only the main idea; you can either carry out the details yourself
or look them up.
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The hypothesis means that the following diagram commutes and has exact hori-
zontal rows:

0 � Ap
F� Bp

G� Cp � 0

0 � ApC1

d�
F� BpC1

d�
G� CpC1

d�
� 0

0 � ApC2

d�
F� BpC2

d�
G� CpC2

d�
� 0:

Suppose cp 2 Cp represents a cohomology class; this means that dcp D 0. Since
G W Bp ! Cp is surjective, there is some element bp 2 Bp such that Gbp D
cp . Because the diagram commutes, Gdbp D dGbp D dcp D 0, and therefore
dbp 2KerG D ImF . Thus, there exists apC1 2 ApC1 satisfying FapC1 D dbp .
By commutativity of the diagram again, FdapC1 D dFapC1 D ddbp D 0. Since
F is injective, this implies dapC1 D 0, so apC1 represents a cohomology class in
HpC1.A�/. The connecting homomorphism ı is defined by setting ı Œcp�D



apC1

�
for any such apC1 2ApC1, that is, provided there exists bp 2Bp such that

Gbp D cp; FapC1 D dbp:

A number of facts have to be verified: that the cohomology class


apC1

�
is well

defined, independently of the choices made along the way; that the resulting map ı
is linear; and that the resulting sequence (17.13) is exact. Each of these verifications
is a routine “diagram chase” like the one we used to define ı; the details are left as
an exercise. �

I Exercise 17.41. Complete (or look up) the proof of the zigzag lemma.

Proof of the Mayer–Vietoris Theorem. Suppose M is a smooth manifold with or
without boundary, and U;V are open subsets of M whose union is M . The heart of
the proof is to show that the sequence (17.7) is exact for each p. Because pullback
maps commute with the exterior derivative, (17.7) therefore defines a short exact
sequence of cochain maps, and the Mayer–Vietoris theorem follows immediately
from the zigzag lemma.

We begin by proving exactness at �p.M/, which just means showing that
k�˚ l� is injective. Suppose that 	 2�p.M/ satisfies .k�˚ l�/	 D .	 jU ; 	 jV /D
.0; 0/. This means that the restrictions of 	 to U and V are both zero. Since fU;V g
is an open cover of M; this implies that 	 is zero.

To prove exactness at �p.U /˚�p.V /, first observe that

.i� � j �/ ı .k�˚ l�/.	/D .i� � j �/.	 jU ; 	 jV /D 	 jU\V � 	 jU\V D 0;

which shows that Im.k� ˚ l�/ � Ker.i� � j �/. Conversely, suppose we are given
.�; �0/ 2�p.U /˚�p.V / such that .i��j �/.�; �0/D 0. This means that �jU\V D
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Fig. 17.4 Surjectivity of i� � j�

�0jU\V , so there is a global smooth p-form 	 on M defined by

	 D

(
� on U;

�0 on V:

Clearly, .�; �0/D .k�˚ l�/	 , so Ker.i� � j �/� Im.k�˚ l�/.
Exactness at �p.U \ V / means that i� � j � is surjective. This is the only non-

trivial part of the proof, and the only part that really uses any properties of smooth
manifolds and differential forms.

Let ! 2�p.U \ V / be arbitrary. We need to show that there exist � 2�p.U /
and �0 2�p.V / such that

! D .i� � j �/.�; �0/D i��� j ��0 D �jU\V � �
0jU\V :

(See Fig. 17.4.) Let f'; g be a smooth partition of unity subordinate to the open
cover fU;V g of M; and define � 2�p.U / by

�D

(
 ! on U \ V;

0 on U X supp :
(17.14)

On the set .U \ V / X supp where these definitions overlap, they both give zero,
so this defines � as a smooth p-form on U .Similarly, define �0 2�p.V / by

�0 D

(
�'! on U \ V;

0 on V X supp':
(17.15)

Then we have

�jU\V � �
0jU\V D ! � .�'!/D . C '/! D !;

which was to be proved. �
For use in the next chapter, we record the following corollary to the proof, which

explicitly characterizes the connecting homomorphism ı.
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Corollary 17.42. The connecting homomorphism in the Mayer–Vietoris sequence,
ı W H

p
dR.U \ V /! H

pC1
dR .M/, is defined as follows. For each ! 2 Zp.U \ V /,

there are p-forms � 2�p.U / and �0 2�p.V / such that ! D �jU\V ��0jU\V ; and
then ıŒ!�D Œ	�, where 	 is the .p C 1/-form on M that is equal to d� on U and
to d�0 on V . If f'; g is a smooth partition of unity subordinate to fU;V g, we can
take �D  ! and �0 D�'!, both extended by zero outside the supports of  and
'.

Proof. A characterization of the connecting homomorphism was given in the proof
of the zigzag lemma. Specializing this characterization to the situation of the short
exact sequence (17.7), we find that ıŒ!� D Œ	�, provided there exists .�; �0/ 2
�p.U /˚�p.V / such that

i��� j ��0 D !; .k�	; l�	/D .d�;d�0/: (17.16)

Just as in the proof of the Mayer–Vietoris theorem, if f'; g is a smooth partition
of unity subordinate to fU;V g, then formulas (17.14) and (17.15) define smooth
forms � 2 �p.U / and �0 2 �p.V / satisfying the first equation of (17.16). Given
such forms �, �0, the fact that ! is closed implies that d�D d�0 on U \ V . Thus
there is a smooth .pC 1/-form 	 on M that is equal to d� on U and d�0 on V , and
it satisfies the second equation of (17.16). �

Problems

17-1. Let M be a smooth manifold with or without boundary, and let ! 2
�p.M/, � 2�q.M/ be closed forms. Show that the de Rham cohomology
class of !^� depends only on the cohomology classes of ! and �, and thus
there is a well-defined bilinear mapYW Hp

dR.M/�H
q
dR.M/!H

pCq
dR .M/,

called the cup product, given by Œ!�Y Œ��D Œ! ^ ��.

17-2. Let .M;g/ be an oriented compact Riemannian n-manifold. For each 0�
p � n, the Laplace–Beltrami operator� W �p.M/!�p.M/ is the linear
map defined by

�! D d d�! C d� d!;

where d� is the operator defined in Problem 16-22. A smooth form ! 2

�p.M/ is said to be harmonic if �! D 0. Show that the following are
equivalent for any ! 2�p.M/.
(a) ! is harmonic.
(b) d! D 0 and d�! D 0.
(c) d! D 0 and ! is the unique smooth p-form in its de Rham cohomol-

ogy class with minimum norm k!k D .!;!/1=2. (Here .�; �/ is the
inner product on �p.M/ defined in Problem 16-22.)

[Hint: for (c), consider f .t/D k!Cd.td�!/k2.] [Remark: there is a deep
theorem called the Hodge theorem, which says that on every compact, ori-
ented Riemannian manifold, there is a unique harmonic form in every de
Rham cohomology class. See [Gil95] or [War83] for a proof.]
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17-3. Let .M;g/ be an oriented Riemannian manifold, and let � D dd� C

d�d be the Laplace–Beltrami operator on p-forms as in Problem 17-2.
When p D 0, show that � agrees with the geometric Laplacian �u D
�div.gradu/ defined on real-valued functions in Problem 16-13.

17-4. Suppose U � Rn is open and star-shaped with respect to 0, and ! DP0
!Idx

I is a closed p-form on U . Show either directly or by tracing
through the proof of the Poincaré lemma that the .p � 1/-form � given
explicitly by the formula

�D
X0

I

pX
qD1

.�1/q�1
�Z 1
0

tp�1!I .tx/dt

�
xiq dxi1 ^ � � � ^bdxiq ^ � � � ^ dxip

satisfies d�D !. In the case that ! is a smooth closed 1-form, show that �
is equal to the potential function f defined in Theorem 11.49.

17-5. For each n � 1, compute the de Rham cohomology groups of Rn X
fe1;�e1g; and for each nonzero cohomology group, give specific differ-
ential forms whose cohomology classes form a basis.

17-6. Let M be a connected smooth manifold of dimension n � 3. For any x 2
M and 0 � p � n � 2, prove that the map Hp

dR.M/! H
p
dR.M X fxg/

induced by inclusion M X fxg ,!M is an isomorphism. Prove that the
same is true for p D n� 1 if M is compact and orientable. [Hint: use the
Mayer–Vietoris theorem. The cases p D 0, p D 1, and p D n� 1 require
special handling.]

17-7. Let M1;M2 be connected smooth manifolds of dimension n � 3, and let
M1 #M2 denote their smooth connected sum (Example 9.31). Prove that
H
p
dR.M1 #M2/ŠH

p
dR.M1/˚H

p
dR.M2/ for 0 < p < n� 1. Prove that the

same is true for pD n� 1 if M1 and M2 are both compact and orientable.
[Hint: use Problems 9-12 and 17-6.]

17-8. Suppose M is a compact, connected, orientable, smooth n-manifold.
(a) Show that there is a one-to-one correspondence between orientations

of M and orientations of the vector space Hn
dR.M/, under which the

cohomology class of a smooth orientation form is an oriented basis for
Hn

dR.M/.
(b) Now suppose M and N are smooth n-manifolds with given orienta-

tions. Show that a diffeomorphism F W M !N is orientation preserv-
ing if and only if F � W Hn

dR.N /!Hn
dR.M/ is orientation preserving.

17-9. Prove Theorem 1.37 (topological invariance of the boundary).

17-10. Let p be a nonzero polynomial in one variable with complex coefficients,
and let zp W CP1!CP1 be the smooth map defined in Problem 2-9. Prove
that the degree of zp (as a smooth map between manifolds) is equal to the
degree of the polynomial p in the usual sense.

17-11. This problem shows that some parts of degree theory can be extended to
proper maps between noncompact manifolds. Suppose M and N are non-
compact, connected, oriented, smooth n-manifolds.
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(a) Suppose F W M ! N is a proper smooth map. Prove that there is a
unique integer k called the degree of F such that for each smooth,
compactly supported n-form ! on N ,

Z

M

F �! D k

Z

N

!;

and for each regular value q of F ,

k D
X

x2F�1.q/

sgn.dFx/;

where sgn.dFx/ is defined in Theorem 17.35.
(b) By considering the maps F;G W C ! C given by F.z/ D z and

G.z/ D z2, show that the degree of a proper map is not a homotopy
invariant.

17-12. SupposeM and N are compact, connected, oriented, smooth n-manifolds,
and F W M ! N is a smooth map. Prove that if

R
M
F �� ¤ 0 for some

� 2�n.N /, then F is surjective. Give an example to show that F can be
surjective even if

R
M
F ��D 0 for every � 2�n.N /.

17-13. Let T2 D S1 � S1 be the 2-torus. Consider the two maps f;g W T2! T2

given by f .w; z/D .w; z/ and g.w; z/D .z; xw/. Show that f and g have
the same degree, but are not homotopic. [Suggestion: consider the induced
homomorphisms on the first cohomology group or the fundamental group.]
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