
4 
Continuous 

Distributions 

The basic ideas of previous sectiofis were the notions of a random variable, its prob­
ability distribution, expectation, and standard deviation. These ideas will now be 
extended from discrete distributions to continuous distributions on a line, in a plane, 
or in higher dimensions. This chapter concerns continuous probability distributions 
over an interval of real numbers. One example is the normal distribution, seen al­
ready as an approximation to various discrete distributions. A simpler example is the 
uniform distribution on an interval, defined by relative lengths. Another example, 
the exponential distribution, treated in Section 4.2, is the continuous analog of the 
geometric distribution. Each of these distributions is defined by a probability density 
function, like the familiar normal curve associated with the normal distribution. The 
way a continuous distribution can be specified by such a density function is the 
subject of Section 4.1. Change of variable for distributions defined by densities is the 
subject of Section 4.4. 

The concept of a continuously distributed random variable is an idealization which 
allows probabilities to be computed by calculus. This gives models for chance phe­
nomena involving continuous variables. Such models arise both: 

CD as limits from discrete models (e.g., the normal distribution as an approximation 
to the binomial, or the exponential approximation to the geometric discussed 
in Section 4.2), and 

(ij) directly from physical phenomena most naturally modeled by continuous vari­
ables (e.g., the normal distribution as a model for measurement error, or the 
exponential distribution as a model for the lifetime of an atom). 

J. Pitman, Probability
© Springer-Verlag New York, Inc. 1993
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4.1 Probability Densities 
In Chapters 2 and 3 the normal distribution was used as an approximation to the 
distribution of a sum or average of a large number of independent random variables. 
The idea there was to approximate a discrete distribution of many small individual 
probabilities by scaling the histogram to make it follow a continuous curve. The 
function defining such a curve is called a probability density, denoted f(x) here. 
This function determines probabilities over an infinite continuous range of possible 
values. 

The basic idea is that probabilities are defined by areas under the graph of f(x). 
That is, a random variable X has density f(x) if for all a :::; b 

P(a :::; X :::; b) = lb f(x)dx, 

which is the area shaded in the following diagram: 

LL 
a b 

The boxes on pages 262 and 263 show the analogy between a discrete distribution 
of a random variable X defined by the probabilities P(x) = P(X = x) of individual 
values x, and a continuous distribution defined by a rrobability density f(x). In the 
density case, it is of no use to consider P(X = x). This probability is zero for every 
x for a distribution with a density, so it gives no information about the distribution. 
Rather, everything is determined by the density f (x), which gives the probability per 
unit length for values near x. The individual probability P( x) of the event (X = x) is 
replaced everywhere by the infinitesimal probability f(x)dx of the event (X E dx), 
and sums are replaced by integrals. Here (X E dx) stands for the event that X falls 
in an infinitesimal interval of length dx near x, for example, (x :::; X :::; x + dx), or 
(x - dx :::; X:::; x). 

Assuming f is continuous at x, the area representing P(X E dx) is essentially a 
rectangle of sides f(x) and dx, hence area f(x)dx. Note well that it is f(x)dx, not 
just f(x), which is the analog of P(x). It may well be that f(x) > 1 for some values 
of x. Thus f(x) is not a probability, but a probability density. When multiplied by 
small lengths, f(x) gives approximate probabilities of small intervals near x. If you 
cut the interval [a, b] into lots of tiny intervals between a and b, add the probabilities 
of all the tiny intervals, and pass to the limit as the interval widths tend to zero, you 
get the integral formula for P(a :::; X :::; b). So when integrated over an interval, f(x) 
gives the exact probability of the interval. A probability density f (x) thus describes 
a continuous distribution of probability over a number line. 
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Mean, variance and standard deviation. These are defined just as before in terms 
of expectations. 

E(X) = I: xf(x)dx 

If the second integral is finite, then so is the first, and then E(X2) and E(X) can be 
used to calculate Var(X) and SD(X) in the usual way 

Var(X) = E(X2) - [E(X)]2 SD(X) = JVar(X) 

The basic properties of expectation, variance, and standard deviation are the same 
as in the discrete case. For example, Chebychev's inequality holds just as well for 
X with a density as for a discrete random variable X. Proofs of such things parallel 
the discrete case, using properties of integrals instead of properties of sums. 

Independence. Numerical random variables X and Yare called independent if the 
events (X E A) and (Y E B) are independent for any choice of two intervals A 
and B, or more generally any choice of subsets A and B of the line for which the 
probabilities of these events are defined. That is to say 

P(X E A, Y E B) = P(X E A)P(Y E B) 

Only for discrete random variables can this definition be reduced to the case A = 

[x, x] and B = [y, y], when the rule becomes simply 

P(X = x, Y = y) = P(X = x)P(Y = y). 

If X has a distribution with a density, then P(X = x) = 0 for every x, which implies 
P(X = x, Y = y) = 0 = P(X = x)P(Y = y) for all x and y for any random variable 
Y whatever. See Section 5.2 for a more careful treatment of independence of X and 
Y ~ith densities in terms of their joint distribution. Independence of several variables 
is defined by a similar product rule. The basic properties of independent random 
variables are the same in the density case as in the discrete case. In particular, if 
X and Yare independent and both E(X) and E(Y) are defined and finite, then 
E(XY) = E(X)E(Y). The addition rule for the variance of a sum of independent 
random variables follows from this. 
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Discrete Distributions 

Point Probability: 

~(XI 

x 

P(X = x) = P(x) 

So P( x) is the probability that X has integer value x. 

Interval Probability: 

a b 

P(a So X So b) = L P(x) 
a':::;x':::;b 

the relative area under a histogram between a - 1/2 and b + 1/2. 

Constraints: Non-negative with Total Sum 1 

P(x) ~ 0 for all x and LP(x) = 1 
all x 

Expectation of a Function g of X, e.g., X, X2: 

E(g(X)) = Lg(x)P(x) 
all x 

provided the sum converges absolutely. 
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Distributions Defined by a Density 

Immitesimal Probability: 

x x+ dx 

height: f(x) 
area: f(x)d:!; 

P(X E dx) = f(x)dx 

The density f(x) gives the probability per unit length for values near x. 

Interval Probability: 

a b 

P(a::; X ::; b) = lb f(x)dx 

the area under the graph of f(x) between a and b. 

Constraints: Non-negative with Total Integral 1 

f(x) ~ 0 for all x and I: f(x)dx = 1 

Expectation of a Function g of :1:, e.g., X, .K2: 

E (g(X)) = I: g(x)f(x)dx 

provided the integral converges absolutely. 
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Special densities. There are a few particularly important probability densities which 
appear over and over again, both in theory and applications. Most notable are the 
uniform, normal, exponential, gamma, and beta densities. Why these few should be 
so important is not at first obvious, but emerges gradually after study of their proper­
ties and relationships, both with each other and with other discrete distributions. This 
section introduces only the uniform and normal densities. Further developments and 
examples involving other densities follow in subsequent sections. Also, summaries 
of these distributions are given in an Appendix. These include formulae for means, 
variances, etc., which are used routinely in calculations and which you are expected 
to look up as necessary. 

The Uniform Distribution 
A random variable X has uniform distribution on the interval (a, b), if X has density 
f(x) which is constant on (a, b), and 0 elsewhere. The uniform (a, b) density is 

f (x) = { 1/ (b - a) if a <. x < b 
o otherwlse 

The constant value c of the density on (a, b) is l/(b - a), because the total area of 
the rectangle under the density function must be 1: 

(b-a)c=l ==} c=l/(b-a) 

I=l/(b-al 

a b 

As suggested by the verticals at x = a and x = b, the values of f (x) at these endpoints 
do not affect the probabilities defined by areas under the graph. The area of a line 
is zero, and so is the probability that any continuously distributed random variable 
X takes any particular real value. This is an idealization based on the idea that a 
real number is specified with infinite precision. In practice, it would only ever be 
possible to know that X was equal to x to some finite number of decimal places. 
For X distributed uniformly on (a, b), and a < x < b, this event would always have 
strictly positive probability. 

For a uniform distribution, probabilities reduce to relative lengths. So if X has uni­
form (a, b) distribution, then for a < x < y < b, 

( X ) length (x,y) y-x 
Px< <y = =--

length (a, b) b - a 
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as is obvious from the diagram. 

I I I I 
a x y b 

For example, if X has uniform (0,2) distribution, the probability that X is 1.23 
correct to two decimal places is 

1.235 - 1.225 
P(1.225 < X < 1.235) = 2 = 0.01/2 = 0.5% 

A simple rescaling transforms the interval (a, b) into (0,1). The uniform (a, b) distri­
bution then transforms into the uniform (0,1) distribution, whose density is simply 
1 on (0,1), and 0 elsewhere. In terms of random variables, any problem involving 
a uniform (a, b) random variable X reduces easily to one involving a uniform (0, 1) 
random variable U defined by 

U=(X-a)/(b-a) so X = a + (b - a)U 

This kind of scaling or linear change of variable, is a basic technique for reducing 
problems to the simplest case to avoid unnecessary calculation. To illustrate, the 
expected value of X is 

E(X) = E(a + (b - a)U) 

= a + (b - a)E(U) 
1 

= a + (b - a)2 = (a + b)/2 

This is obvious anyway by symmetry, since (a + b)/2 is the midpoint of (a, b). The 
variance of X is 

Var(X) = Var(a + (b - a)U) 

= (b - a)2 Var(U) 

= (b - a)2[E(U2) - (E(U))2] = (b - a)2[1/3 - (1/2)2] = (b - a)2/12 

Here E(U) = 1/2 without calculation, but E(U2) requires an integraL 

E(U2 ) = i: u2 f(u)du 

1 

3 

since U has density f ( u) = 1 for 0 < u < 1, 0 otherwise 
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The Normal Distribution 
A random variable Z has standard normal distribution if Z has as its probability 
density the standard normal density 

(-00 < Z < (0) 

0.4 

.0 

.~ 

~ 

~ 
c, .-:-;:::: 
~ 
i:3 
~ e 
c.... 

0.0 
-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 

The constant 1/",fiir is put in the definition of the standard normal density so the 
total area under the standard normal curve y = ¢( z) is 1. This is the first integral in 
the following box: 

Standard Normal Integrals 

[: ¢(z) dz = 1; [: z¢(z) dz = 0; 

The first and third of these integrals are evaluated in Section 5.3. The second and 
third integrals show that the standard normal distribution has mean 0 and second 
moment 1, hence variance 1. The mean of this distribution is zero, because of the 
symmetry about zero of the standard normal curve. The third integral in the box can 
be reduced to the first integral by integration by parts. 

There is no simple formula for the standard normal probability of an interval 

<1>(a, b) = P(a < Z < b) = lb ¢(z)dz 

Instead, this probability is found, as in Section 2.2, using a table of the standard 
normal c.dJ. 

<1>(b) = <1>( -00, b) = P(Z ::; b) = [boo ¢(z)dz 
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Normal (11,0"2) Distribution 
If Z has standard normal distribution and p, and a are constants with a 2: 0, 
then 

X=p,+aZ 

has mean p" standard deviation a, and variance a2 . The distribution of X is 
called the normal distribution with mean p, and variance a 2, abbreviated nor­
mal (p" ( 2 ). So X has normal (p" ( 2 ) distribution if and only if the standardized 
variable 

Z = (X - p,)/a 

has normal (0,1) or standard normal distribution. To find P(c < X < d), 
change to standard units and use the standard normal table 

P(c < X < d) = P(a < Z < b) = <I>(b) - <I>(a) 

where a = (c - p,)/a Z = (X - p,)/a 

Formula for the normal (p" ( 2) density. For a> 0, the formula is 

1 1 1 ( )2/ 2 -¢>((x - p,)/a) = --e-'2 x-J1- rr 
a /2ira (-00 < x < 00). 

This is the transformation of the standard normal density 1>( z) corresponding to the 
linear change of variable from Z to X = P, + a Z. See Section 4.4 for details of this 
kind of transformation. This formula is rarely used in calculations. It is always simpler 
to transform to standard units as in Example 1 below. If a2 = ° the normal (p" ( 2 ) 

distribution is just the distribution of the constant random variable with value p" with 
probability one at p,. For a2 > 0, the normal (p" ( 2 ) distribution piles up around p, 
for small values of a2 , and become more and more spread out as a2 increases. See 
Figure 1 on the next page. 

Normal approximation to an empirical distribution. The normal distribution is 
often fitted to an empirical distribution of observations. The parameters p, and a are 
usudlly estimated by the mean and standard deviation of the list of observations. This 
is justified by the integral approximation for averages discussed later in this section. 
How well such an approximation works depends on the source of the data and the 
measurement technique. Examples of the kinds of observations where the normal 
approximation has been found to be good are weighings on a chemical balance, 
and measurements of the angular position of a star. 
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FIGURE 1. Some normal (/-t,O'2) densities. 
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The centrallin1it theorem. The appearance of the normal distribution in many 
contexts is explained by the central limit theorem, stated in Section 3.3. According 
to this result, for independent random variables with the same distribution and finite 
variance, as n ----+ 00, the distribution of the standardized sum (or average) of n 
variables approaches the standard normal distribution. It can be shown that this 
happens no matter what the common distribution of the random variables summed 
or averaged, discrete or continuous, provided the distribution has finite variance. 
In particular, the central limit theorem implies that the distribution of the sum or 
average of a large number of independent measurements will typically tend to follow 
the normal curve, even if the distribution of the individual measurements does not. 
This mathematical fact is the basis for most statistical applications of the normal 
distribution. 

History. The normal distribution is also known as the Gaussian distribution, and 
in France as Laplace's distribution. Gauss (1777-1855) and Laplace (1749-1827) 
brought out the central role of the normal distribution in the theory of errors of ob­
servation. Quetelet (1796-1874) and Galton (1822-1911) fitted the normal distribu­
tion to empirical data such as heights and weights in human and animal populations. 
But the normal distribution was actually first discovered around 1720 by Abraham 
De Moivre (1667-1754), as the approximation to the binomial (n, p) distribution for 
large n described in Section 2.2. 
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Problem 1. 

Solution. 

Problem 2. 

Solution. 

Problem 3. 

Solution. 

Section 4.1. Probability Densities 269 

Repeated measurements. 
Suppose a long series of repeated measurements of the weight of a standard kilogram 
yield results that are normally distributed with a mean of one kilogram and an SD 
of 20 micrograms. 

About what proportion of measurements are correct to within 10 micrograms? 

By converting to standard units, this is P( -0.5 :::; Z :::; 0.5) = 21}>(0.5) -1 = 38.29%. 

In 100 measurements, what is the probability that more than 45 measurements will 
be correct to within 10 micrograms? 

It seems reasonable to assume that each measurement is correct to within 10 micro­
grams with chance 38.29%, independently of all others. Out of 100 measurements, 
the number correct to within 10 micrograms has the binomial (100, 0.3829) distribu­
tion. This is approximately normal, with 

f1 = 38.29 a = VlOO x 0.3829 x (1 - 0.3829) = 4.86 

The probability that more than 45 measurements are correct to within 10 micrograms 
is approximately 

1- I}> (45.5 - 38.29) = 1- 1}>(1.48) = 6.94% 
4.86 

In the long series of measurements, some errors are positive and some are negative. 
What is the approximate average absolute size of these errors? 

Here X = observed weight - 1 kilogram, in micrograms, and has normal (0,202 ) 

distribution. We want EIXI. In terms of a standard normal variable Z, X = 20Z, so 

EIXI = 20EIZI = 20 i: Izl¢(z)dz 

= 40 LX! z¢(z) dz by symmetry 
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Example 2. 

Problem 1. 

Solution. 

Problem 2. 

Solution. 

Problem 3. 

Solution. 

Problem 4. 

Solution. 

Further Examples 

Radial distance. 
Suppose a bacterial colony appears at a point uniformly distributed at random on a 
circular plate of radius 1. Let R be the distance of the point from the center of the 
plate. 

Find the probability density of R. 

The basic assumption is that the probability of the colony 
appearing in any particular region of the plate is propor­
tional to the area of the region. From the diagram, for 
0< r < 1, 

P(R E dr) = Area of annulus from r to r + dr 
Total area 

1l'(r + dr)2 - 1l'r2 d ---'----'---- = 2r r 

by ignoring the term involving (dr)2. So R has density 

{ 2r 0 < r < 1 
f(r) = 0 otherwise 

Find P( a :s; R :s; b) for 0 < a < b < 1. 

P(a:S;R:S;b)= lb2rdr=r2!: =b2 _a2 

(This can also be done using areas in the plane.) 

Find the mean and variance of R. 

100 11 2 11 E(R) = rf(r)dr = 2r2dr = _r3 
-00 0 3 0 

100 11 2 11 E(R2) = r2 f(r)dr = 2r3dr = 4r4 
-00 0 0 

2 2 1 4 1 Var(R) = E(R ) - (E(R)) = - - - = -
2 9 18 

2 
3 

1 
-
2 

Suppose 100 bacterial colonies are distributed independently and uniformly at ran­
dom on a circular plate of radius 1. What is the probability that the mean distance 
of the colonies from the center of the plate is at least 0.7? 

The problem is to find P(AlOO > 0.7) where 

AlOO = (Rl + R2 + ... + R lOO )/100 



Example 3. 

Problem 1. 

Solution. 

Problem 2. 

Solution. 

Problem 3. 

Solution. 

Remark. 
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and the R are independent random variables with the same distribution as that of 
R calculated in Problem 1. Basic formulae for means and SDs derived in Chapter 3 
still apply to give E(AlOO) = E(R) = 0.667 

fll SD(AlOO) = SD(R)/·J!OO = V 18 . Wo ~ 0.0236 

Using the normal approximation, the required probability is approximately 

1 - <1> (0.7 - 0.667) = 1 - <1>(1.40) = 8.7o/c 
0.0236 0 

A distribution with inf1nite mean. 
Suppose that X has probability density 

f(x) = { ~/(1 + x)2 

Find P(X > 3). 

if x> 0 
otherwise 

roo 1 1 1
00 

P(X>3)= J3 (1+x)2 dx =-1+x 3 

1 

4 

Let Xl, X 2, X 3 , X 4 be independent random variables with the same distribution as 
X. Find the chance that exactly two of these variables are greater than 3. 

Since P(Xi > 3) = P(X > 3) = 1/4, and the random variables Xi are independent, 
the events (Xi> 3), i = 1,2,3,4, are four independent events, each with probability 
1/4. The number of these events which occur is therefore a binomial (4, 1/4) random 
variable. Call this random variable N. The required probability is then 

Find E(X). 

27 
128 

roo x roo ( 1 1) 
E(X) = Jo (1 + X)2 dx = Jo 1 + x - (1 + x)2 dx 

100 1 1
00 

= -- dx - 1 = log (1 + x) - 1 = 00 
o l+x 0 

The long-run interpretation is that the average (Xl + ... + Xn)/n of independent 
random variables chosen according to this distribution will, with overwhelming prob­
ability, tend to increase beyond all finite bounds as n ----+ 00. 
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FiHing a Curve to an Empirical Distribution 
The empirical distribution of a data list (Xl, ... , Xn) can be displayed in a histogram, 
as in Figure 4 at the end of Section 1.3. This histogram smoothes out the data to 
display the general shape of the empirical distribution. Such a histogram often follows 
a smooth curve, say y = f(x), as shown in Figure 2. Since histograms are non­
negative it is natural to assume that f(x) ;::: 0 for every x. 

FIGURE 2. A smooth curve fitted to a data histogram. 

30 40 50 60 70 

The basic idea is that if (a, b) is a bin interval, then the area of the bar over (a, b) 
should approximately equal the area under the curve from a to b. Summing such 
approximations over bins, and interpolating between the cut points, suggests a more 
general approximation: for any interval (a, b) the proportion of data in the interval 
should be approximately the area under the curve from a to b. Since the area under 
the curve can be evaluated as an integral, this amounts to the following: 

Integral Approximation 
for Empirical Proportions 

If a histogram of an empirical distribution follows the curve y = f(x), then the 
proportion Pn (a, b) of observations between a and b is approximated by 

Since Pn ( -00,00) = 1, whatever the empirical distribution, any reasonable approx­
imation f(x) to a data histogram must satisfy 

1: f(x) dx = 1 (1) 
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Then f(x) is a probability density function, and the empirical distribution of the data 
is approximated by the theoretical probability distribution with density f (x). 

Averages and Integrals 
Given a data list (Xl"'" xn) and an interval (a, b), the method of indicators provides 
a useful way to express the proportion of values in (a, b) as an average. Define the 
indicator function of (a, b) by 

ifxE(a,b) 
otherwise 

Given a list (Xl"'" Xn), the number of i such that Xi E (a, b) can be calculated by 
going through the list and for each i adding 1 if Xi E (a, b) and adding 0 otherwise. 
The term added for the ith element of the list is I(a,b) (x;). The empirical proportion 
of values in (a, b) is therefore 

In words: the proportion of x-values in (a, b) is the average of I(a,b) (x) as X ranges 
over the n values in the list. Suppose now that the empirical distribution is well 
approximated by a theoretical distribution with density f(x). The integral approxi­
mation for empirical proportions becomes an integral approximation for an empirical 
average: 

1 n lb 100 

;, ~I(a,b)(Xi) = Pn(a,b) ~ a f(x)dx = -00 I(a,b) (x)f(x) dx 

where the last equality holds because I(a,b) (X) = 0 for X outside (a, b). The point of 
writing the integral approximation this way is that it suggests a very useful general­
ization for other functions g(x) besides g(x) = I(a,b)(x). 

Integral Approximation for Averages 
If the empirical distribution of a list (Xl, ... , x n ) is well approximated by the 
theoretical distribution with density f (x), then the average of a function g( x) 
over the n values in the list is approximated by the integral of g(x) times the 
density f(x) over all values of x: 

1 n 100 

;, ~ g(Xi) ~ -00 g(x)f(x) dx 
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Notice that the left-hand average is E[g(X)] for X picked at random from the list of 
n values (Xl"'" Xn). The right-hand integral is E[g(X)] for a random variable X 
with density f (x). 

Apart from indicator functions g(x), the integral approximation is most commonly 
applied to the powers g(x) = xk: 

1 n Joo 
;;;, ~ x~:::::J -00 xk f(x) dx 

The left side is the average value of xk as X ranges over values in the data list, and is 
called the kth moment of the empirical distribution. The right side is called the kth 
moment of the theoretical distribution with density f(x). The cases k = 1 and k = 2 
together imply that the mean and variance of the empirical distribution are close to 
the mean and variance of the theoretical distribution. Thus if a data histogram looks 
like a normal curve, then the mean and variance of the data can be used to estimate 
the parameters of the normal curve. 

Heuristic derivation of the integral approximation for averages. For g(x) the 
indicator of an interval, this is just the integral approximation for proportions. A 
step function g(x) that has a finite number of different values on a finite number of 
disjoint intervals can be written as a finite linear combination 

of indicator functions of intervals. So for a step function g(x) the integral approx­
imation for the average follows by combining the integral approximation for the 
proportions Pn(ai, bi ), using the linearity properties of sums and integrals. The ap­
proximation for a more general function g(x) is obtained by approximating g(x) by 
a step function, much as in the usual approximation of integrals by Riemann sums. 
o 

How good is the integral approximation for an average? This depends both 
on how closely the empirical distribution conforms to the theoretical density f(x), 
and on how rapidly g(x) varies as a function of x. (If g(x) grows too rapidly for 
large absolute values of X the integral J::"oo g(x)f(x) dx might not even be defined.) 
Provided a data histogram follows the density curve closely, and g(x) is a fairly 
smooth function of x that does not grow too rapidly for large lxi, the data average 
~ L:~ g(Xi) will be well approximated by J::"oo g(x)f(x) dx. 

The law of averages. This is a probabilistic way to make the statement of the 
previous paragraph more precise. If the data list (Xl"'" x n ) is obtained by a pro­
cess of repeated measurements of some kind, it may be reasonable to assume that 
(Xl, ... ,xn ) is the result of independent random sampling of points from the theo­
retical distribution with density f(x). More formally, (Xl"'" xn ) is regarded as the 
observed result of (X I, ... , X n) for a sequence of independent random variables 
Xi, each distributed like X with density f(x). According to the law of averages of 
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Section 3.3, which holds just as well for X with a density as for discrete X, provided 
the integral that defines E[g(X)] is absolutely convergent, for large n it is highly 
probable that 

1 n Joo 
-;;; ~9(Xi) ~ E[g(X)] = -00 g(x)f(x)dx 

Assuming Var[g(X)] < 00, Chebychev's inequality gives for any t > 0 

Provided n is large enough that Var[g(X)Jlnt2 is small, the integral approximation 
for the average of n values of g(Xi ) will probably be correct to within E. Note that 
the variance of g(X) will tend to be small provided g(x) does not vary too rapidly 
over the typical range of values x of X, and provided g( x) does not grow too rapidly 
for less typical values x in the tails of the distribution of X. So the factor Var(g[X]) 
in the above probability estimate captures nicely the idea of the previous paragraph 
that the integral approximation for averages will tend to work better for smoother 
functions g(x). The estimate given by Chebychev's inequality is very conservative. 
More realistic approximations to the probability of errors of various sizes in the 
integral approximation for averages are provided by the normal approximation. 

The Monte-Carlo method. It may be that the integral J~oo g(x)f(x)dx is difficult 
to evaluate by calculus or numerical integration, but it is easy to generate pseudo­
random numbers Xi distributed according to density f (x). The value of the integral 
can then be estimated by the average value of g(Xi ) for a large number of such 
Xi. For instance, the value of f01 g(x)dx can be estimated this way using Xi with 
uniform (0,1) distribution. Assuming that some bound on Var[g(X)] is available 
(e.g., if g(x) is a bounded function of x), error probabilities can be estimated using 
Chebychev's inequality or a normal approximation. The same method can be applied 
in higher dimensions to approximate multiple integrals. 

Exercises 4. 1 
1. What is the probability that a standard normal random variable has value 

a) between a and 0.001? b) between 1 and LOOP 

2. Suppose X has density f(x) = c/x4 for x> 1, and f(x) = a othelWise, where c is a 
constant. Find a) c; b) E(X); c) Var(X). 

3. Suppose X is a random variable whose density is f(x) = cX(l - x) for a < x < 1, and 
f(x) = a othelWise. Find: 

a) the value of c; b) P(X ~ 1/2); c) P(X ~ 1/3); 
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d) P(I/3 < X ::; 1/2); e) the mean and variance of X. 

4. Suppose X with values in (0,1) has density f(x) = cx2 (1 - X)2 for 0 < x < 1. Find: 

a) the constant C; b) E(X); c) Var(X). 

5. Suppose that X is a random variable whose density is 

1 
f(x) = 2(1 + Ixl)2 (-oo<;r<oo) 

a) Draw the graph of f(x). b) Find P( -1 < X < 2). 

c) Find P(IXI > 1). d) Is E(X) defined? 

6. Suppose X has normal (IL, 0'2) distribution, and P(X ::; 0) = 1/3, P(X ::; 1) = 2/3. 

a) What are the values of fL and O'? b) What if instead P(X ::; 1) = 3/4? 

7. Suppose the distribution of height over a large population of individuals is approxi­
mately normal. Ten percent of individuals in the population are over 6 feet tall, while 
the average height is 5 feet 10 inches. What, approximately, is the probability that in a 
group of 100 people picked at random from this population there will be two or more 
individuals over 6 feet 2 inches tall? 

8. Measurements on the weight of a lump of metal are believed to be independent and 
identically distributed; each measurement has mean 12 grams and SD 1.1 gram. 

a) Find the chance that a single measurement is between 11.8 and 12.2 grams, 
assuming that individual measurements are normally distributed. 

b) Estimate the chance that the average of 100 measurements is between 11.8 and 
12.2 grams. For this calculation, is it necessary to assume that individual mea­
surements are normally distrihuted? Explain. 

9. Suppose X l ,X2 ,X3 ,X4 are independent uniform (0,1) random variables, and let 
54 = Xl + X 2 + X3 + X 4 . Use the normal approximation to calculate P(54 2: 3) 
approximately. 

10. The distribution of repeated measurements of the weight of an object is approximately 
normal with a mean of 9.7800 gm and a standard deviation of 0.0031 gm. Calculate: 

a) the chance that the next measurement will be between 9.7840 and 9.8000 gm; 

b) the proportion of measurements smaller than 9.7794 gm; 

c) the weight that the next measurement has a 10% chance of exceeding. 

11. A large lot of marbles have diameters which are approximately normally distributed 
with a mean of 1 cm. One third have diameters greater than 1.1 cm. Find: 

a) the standard deviation of the distribution; 

b) the proportion whose diameters are within 0.2 cm of the mean; 

c) the diameter that is exceeded by 75% of the marbles. 

12. Consider a point picked uniformly at random from the area inside one of the following 
shapes: 
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(0,2) 
~)LS 

(-2,0) (1,0) 

(0,2) 

(-2,0) (2,0) (-1,0) 

(2,1) 

(1, -1) 

(0, -2) 
In each case find the density function of the x coordinate. 

13. Suppose a manufacturing process designed to produce rods of length 1 inch exactly, in 
fact produces rods with length distributed according to the density graphed below. 

6 
0.9 1.0 1.1 

For quality control, the manufacturer scraps all rods except those with length between 
0.925 and 1.075 inches before he offers them to buyers. 

a) What proportion of output is scrapped? 

b) A particular customer wants 100 rods with length between 0.95 and 1.05 inches. 
Assuming lengths of successive rods produced by the process are independent, 
how many rods must this customer buy to be 95% sure of getting at least 100 of 
the prescribed quality? 

14. Another manufacturer produces similar rods by a process that produces lengths with the 
same mean and standard deviation as in Exercise 13, but with a distribution following the 
normal curve. This manufacturer uses the same quality control procedure of scrapping 
rods not within 0.075 inches of 1 inch in length. 

a) What proportion of output is scrapped by this manufacturer? 

b) If you were the customer with requirements as in part b) in Exercise 13, which 
manufacturer would you prefer? Explain. 

15. Standard normal c.d.f. in terms of the error function. Many calculators and com-

puter languages have built in the error function erf(x) = (2/ yI7r) fox e- t2 dt. 

a) Find JL and a 2 so that P( IX I :s: x) = erf( x) if X has normal (It, a 2 ) distribution. 

b) Express erf(x) in terms of the standard normal cd.f. <I>(z). 

c) Express <I> ( z) in terms of erf( x ) . 
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4.2 Exponential and Gamma Distributions 
One of the things most commonly described by a distribution with a density is a 
random time of some kind. Some examples are: 

(i) the lifetime of an individual picked at random from some biological population; 

(ii) the time until decay of a radioactive atom; 

(iii) the length of time a patient survives after an operation of some kind; 

(iv) the time it takes a computer to process a job of some kind. 

Such random times will be regarded as random variables with range the interval 
[0, (0). Assume the distribution of a random time T is defined by a probability density 
f(t) for 0::; t < 00, so for 0::; a < b < 00 

P(a < T ::; b) = lb f(t) dt 

If T is interpreted as the lifetime of something, the probability of the thing surviving 
past time s is 

P(T> s) = 100 f(t) dt 

This is a decreasing function of s, called the survival function. By the difference rule 
for probabilities 

P( a < T ::; b) = P(T > a) - P(T > b) 

So the probability of the random time falling in any interval can be found from the 
survival function. 

The simplest model for a random time with no upper bound on its range is the 
exponential distribution. This distribution fits the lifetimes of a variety of inanimate 
objects that experience no aging effect. More importantly, many models for systems 
that evolve randomly over time, called stochastic processes, are built up from some 
combination of independent exponential random times. A case in point is the Pois­
son process on a time line, which models the tim~s of successive arrivals of some 
kind, such as the times customers arrive at a store. In this model, the successive in­
terarrival times are independent exponential random variables. And the time of the 
rth arrival has a gamma distribution. These exponential and gamma distributions, 
studied in this section, are the continuous analogs of the geometric and negative 
binomial distributions of Section 3.4. 

The following section introduces the concept of a death or hazard rate associated 
with a random time. For the exponential distribution this is constant over time, but 
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for more general distributions the death rate varies over time, indicating an aging 
effect. 

Exponential Distribution 
A random time T has exponential distribution with rate..\, denoted exponential (A), 

where A is a positive parameter, if T has probability density 

f(t) = Ae- At (t 2 0) 

Equivalently, for 0 ::::; a < b < 00 

To see that f(t) is a probability density on [0,00), let a = 0, and let b --+ 00 to find 
the total probability of Ion [0,00). Set a = t and let b --+ 00 to get the next formula 
for the survival function. Calculation of the mean and SD are left as an exercise. 

Exponential Survival Function 
A random time T has exponential distribution with rate A if and only if T has 
survival function 

P(T>t)=e- At (t20) 

Mean and SD: E(T) = SD(T) = t 

Note that the rate A is the inverse of the mean, so an exponential random time with 
a large rate is likely to be small, and one with a small rate is likely to be large. A 
better interpretation of A as a hazard rate will be given shortly. 

Memoryless Property 
of the Exponential Distribution 

A positive random variable T has exponential (A) distribution for some A > 0 
if and only if T has the memoryless property 

P(T> t + siT> t) = P(T > s) (s20, t20) 

In words: Given survival to time t, the chance of surviving a further time s is 
the same as the chance of surviving to time s in the first place. 
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FIGURE 1. Exponential densities for .\ == 0.5,1,2. 

A=2 

A=l 

A = 1/2 

° 1 2 3 4 5 t 

The memoryless property follows immediately from the formula for the survival 
function, as you should check. The converse hinges on the fact that if T has the 
memoryless property then the survival function G(t) = P(T > t) must be a solution 
of the functional equation 

G(t + s) = G(t)G(s) (t>o, s>O) 

with G(t) decreasing and bounded between 0 and 1. It can be shown that every 
such function G(t) is of the form e- At for some A. 

Thinking of T as the lifetime of something, the memoryless property is this: What­
ever the current age of the thing, the distribution of the remaining lifetime is the 
same as the original lifetime distribution. Some things, such as atoms or electrical 
components, have this property, hence exponential lifetime distribution. But most 
forms of life do not have exponential lifetime distribution because they experience 
an aging process. 

Interpretation of the rate A. For something with an exponentially distributed life­
time, A is the constant value of the instantaneous death rate or hazard rate. That is to 
say, .\ measures the probability of death per unit time just after time t, given survival 
up to time t. To see why, for a time t and a further length of time ~, calculate 

P(T :s: t + ~ IT> t) = 1 - P(T > t + ~ IT> t) 
= 1 - P(T >~) by the memoryless property 

= 1- e-A~ 
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= 1- [1-'\~ + ~,\2~2 _ ... J 
2 

~ ,\~ for small ~ 

where ~ is an approximation with error negligible in comparison to ~ as ~ ----+ O. 
Less formally, for an infinitesimal time increment dt, the result of this calculation is 
that 

P(T :::; t + dt IT> t) = >.. dt or 

P(t < T:::; t+dt)/dt = >..P(T > t) 

Since the left side is the density of T at time t, this explains why the exponential (>..) 
density at t is the death rate>" times the probability e- At of survival to time t. The 
characteristic feature of exponentially distributed lifetimes is that the death rate is 
constant, not depending on t. Other continuous distributions on (0,00) correspond 
to a time-dependent death rate >..(t): see Section 4.3. 

Reliability. 
Under suitably constant conditions of use, some kinds of electrical components, for 
example, fuses and transistors, have a lifetime distribution well fitted by an expo­
nential distribution. Such a component does not wear out gradually. Rather, it stops 
functioning suddenly and unpredictably. No matter how long the component has 
been in use, the chance that it survives a further time interval of length ~ is always 
the same. This probability must then be e->'~ for some rate>.., called the failure rate 
in this context. The lifetime distribution is then exponential with rate >... Roughly 
speaking, so long as it is still functioning. such a component is as good as new. 

Suppose the average lifetime of a particular kind of transistor is 100 working hours, 
and that the lifetime distribution is approximately exponential. Estimate the proba­
bility that the transistor will work for at least 50 hours. 

Since the mean of the exponential distribution is 1/>.., put 

1/>.. = 100 so >.. = 0.01 

and calculate P(T > 50) = e->'50 = e-O.5 = 0.606 ... 

Given that the transistor has functioned for 50 hours, what is the chance that it fails 
in the next minute of use? 

From the interpretation of >.. = 0.01, as the instantaneous rate of failure per hour 
given survival so far, the chance is about 0.01 x 1/60 ~ 0.00017. 

Radioactive decay. 
Atoms of radioactive isotopes like Carbon 14, Uranium 235, or Strontium 90 remain 
intact up to a random instant of time when they suddenly decay, meaning that they 
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split or turn into some other kind of atom, and emit a pulse of radiation or particles 
of some kind. This radioactive decay can be detected by a Geiger counter. Let T be 
the random lifetime, or time until decay, of such an atom, starting at some arbitrary 
time when the atom is intact. It is reasonable to assume that the distribution of T 
must have the memoryless property. Consequently, there is a rate A > 0, the rate 
of decay for the isotope in question, such that T has exponential (A) distribution: 
P(T > t) = e-)"t. 

Probabilities here have a clear interpretation due to the large numbers of atoms typ­
ically involved (for example, a few grams of a substance will consist of around 1023 

atoms). Assume a large number N of such atoms decay independently of each other. 
Then, by the law of large numbers, the proportion of these N atoms that survives 
up to time t is bound to be close to e-)..t, the survival probability for each individual 
atom. This exponential decay over time of the mass of radioactive substance has 
been experimentally verified, confirming the hypotheds that lifetimes of individual 
atoms are exponentially distributed. The decay rates A for individual isotopes can 
be measured with great accuracy, using this exponential decay of mass. These rates 
A show no apparent dependence on physical conditions such as temperature and 
pressure. 

A common way to indicate the rate of decay of a radioactive isotope is by the half 
life h. This is the time it takes for half of a substantial amount of the isotope to 
disintegrate. So 

e-)"h = 1/2 or h = log (2)/ A 

In other words, the half life h is the median of the atomic lifetime distribution 

P(T::; h) = P(T > h) = 1/2 

The median lifetime is smaller than the mean lifetime 1/ A, by the factor of log (2) = 
0.693147 .... This is due to the very skewed shape of the exponential distribution. 

Numerical illustration. Strontium 90 is a particularly dangerous component of 
fallout from nuclear explosions. The substance is toxic, easily absorbed into bones 
when eaten, and has a long half-life of about 28 years. Assuming this value for the 
half-life h, let us calculate: 

a) The decay rate A: From above, this is 

A = logh (2) = 0.693147 ... /28 = 0.0248 per year 

b) The mean lifetime of a Strontium 90 atom: This is 

1 h 

A log (2) 
28 -:-:-:--::-::--:-:-:- = 40.4 years 

0.693147 ... 
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c) The probability that a Strontium 90 atom survives at least 50 years: This is 

P(T> 50) = e-,X50 = e-O.0248x50 = 0.29 

d) The proportion of one gram of Strontium 90 that remains after 50 years. This 
proportion is the same as the above probability, by the law of large numbers. 

e) The number of years after a nuclear explosion before 99% of the Strontium 90 
produced by the explosion has decayed. Let y be the number of years. Then 

e-O.0248y = 1/100 so y = log (100)/0.0248 ~ 186 years 

Relation to the geometric distribution. The exponential distribution on (0,00) is 
the continuous analog of the geometric distribution on {1, 2, 3, ... }. For instance, in 
the formulation of the memoryless property it was assumed that sand t range over 
all non-negative real numbers. This property for integers sand t, and an integer­
valued random variable T, is a characterization of the geometric distribution. An 
exponential distribution is the limit of rescaled geometric (p) distributions as the 
parameter p tends to O. More precisely, if C has geometric (p) distribution, so that 
P(C > n) = (1 - p)n, and p is small so that E(C) = l/p is large, then the rescaled 
variable C / E( C) = pC has approximately exponential distribution with rate>' = 1: 

P(pC > t) = P(C > tip) ~ (1 - p)t/p Conly ~ because tip may not be an integer) 

by the usual exponential approximation (l-p) ~ e-P for small p. This approximation 
has been used already in the gambler's rule example in Section 1.6. The factor of 
log (2) which appeared there was the median of the exponential distribution with 
rate 1. 

Relation to a Poisson process. A sequence of independent Bernoulli trials, with 
probability p of success on each trial, can be characterized in two different ways as 
follows: 

I. Counts of successes. The distribution of the number of successes in n trials 
is binomial (n, p), and numbers of successes in diSjoint blocks of trials are 
independent. 

II. Times between successes. The distribution of the waiting time until the first 
success is geometric (p), and the waiting times between each success and the 
next are independent with the same geometric distribution. 

After a passage to the limit by discrete approximations, as in Section 3.5, these 
characterizations of Bernoulli trials lead to the two descriptions in the next box of a 
Poisson arrival process with rate >.. This means a Poisson random scatter of points, 
as in Section 3.5, for points now called arrivals on the interval (0,00) interpreted 
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Example 3. 

as a time line, instead of hits on a region in the plane. In the diagram inside the 
box, arrivals are at times marked x on the time line. Think of arrivals representing 
something like calls coming into a telephone exchange, particles arriving at a counter, 
or customers entering a store. 

Two Descriptions of a Poisson Arrival Process 
I. Counts of arrivals. The distribution of the number of arrivals N (1) in a 
fixed time interval Iof length t is Poisson (.\t), and numbers of arrivals in 
disjoint time intervals are independent. 

N(I) = 2 
A 

fixed interval I 

II. Times between arrivals. The distribution of the waiting time WI until the 
first arrival is exponential (.\), and WI and the subsequent waiting times W2 , 

W3 , ... between each arrival and the next are independent, all with the same 
exponential distribution. 

These two descriptions of a random arrival process are equivalent. 

Probabilities of events defined by a Poisson arrival process can be calculated from 
whichever of these two descriptions is more convenient. 

Telephone calls. 
Suppose calls are coming into a telephone exchange at an average rate of 3 per 
minute, according to a Poisson arrival process. So, for instance, N(2, 4), the number 
of calls coming in between t = 2 and t = 4, has Poisson distribution with mean 
.\ ( 4 - 2) = 3 x 2 = 6 ; and W3 , the waiting time between the second and third calls, 
has exponential (3) distribution. Let us calculate: 

a) The probability that no calls arrive between t = 0 and t = 2: Since N(O, 2], the 
number of calls arriving in this interval has Poisson (6) distribution, this is 

P(N(0, 2] = 0) = e-6 = 0.0025 

b) The probability that the first call after t = 0 takes more than 2 minutes to 
arrive. From the exponential (3) distribution of WI this is 

The answer is the same as in a) because the events are, in fact, identical. 
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c) The probability that no calls arrive between t = 0 and t = 2 and at most four 
calls arrive between t = 2 and t = 3. By independence of N(O, 2] and N(2, 3], 
this is 

32 33 34 
P(N(0, 2] = 0) . P(N(2, 3] ~ 4) = e-6 . e-3(1 + 3 + , + , + ,) = 0.0020 

2. 3. 4. 

d) The probability that the fourth call arrives within 30 seconds of the third. This 
is 

P(W4 ~ 0.5) = 1 - P(W4 > 0.5) = 1 - e-3xO.5 = 0.7769 

e) The probability that the first call after t = 0 takes less than 20 seconds to 
arrive, and the waiting time between the first and second calls is more than 3 
minutes. By independence of WI and W2, this is 

P(WI < 1/3) . P(W2 > 3) = (1 - e-3X20/60)e-3X3 

D The probability that the fifth call takes more than 2 minutes to arrive. Since 
the arrival time of the fifth call is the sum of the first five interarrival times, 
the problem is to find P(WI + W2 + W3 + W4 + W5 > 2) where the Wi are 
independent, all with exponential (3) distribution. The general technique for 
finding the distribution of a sum of continuously distributed random variables 
is not discussed until Section 5.4. But this particular problem is solved easily 
by recoding it in terms of the Poisson distributed counts. The fifth call takes 
more than 2 minutes to arrive if and only if at most four calls arrive between 
t = 0 and t = 2. So the required probability is 

P(WI + W2 + W3 + W4 + W5 > 2) = P(N(0,2] ~ 4) 

62 63 64 
= e-6 (1 + 6 + 2T + 3! + 4!) = 0.2851 

Gamma Distribution 
As in the previous example, let WI, W2, ... be independent exponential (A) vari­
ables, and interpret the Wi as the waiting times between arrivals in a Poisson process 
with rate A. The method used in the last part D of the example can be used to find 
the distribution of the time Tr of the rth arrival, for any r = 1,2, .... Here is a 
general statement of the result: 
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Poisson Arrival Times (Gamma Distribution) 
If Tr is the time of the rth arrival after time 0 in a Poisson process with rate .\ or 
if Tr=W1+W2+·· ,+Wr where the Wi are independent with exponential (>.) 
distribution, then Tr has the gamma (r, >.) distribution defined by either (1) or 
(2) for all t > 0: 

(1) Density: 
(>'W- I 

P(Tr E dt)/dt = P(Nt = r - 1)>' = e-J..t (r _ I)! >. 

where Nt, the number of arrivals by time t in the Poisson process with rate >., 
has Poisson (>.t) distribution. In words, the probability per unit time that the 
rth arrival comes around time t is the probability of exactly r - 1 arrivals by 
time t multiplied by the arrival rate. 

r-I (>. )k 
(2) Right tail probability: P(Tr > t) = P(Nt ::::; r -1) = 'L,e-J..t+ 

k=O 
because Tr>t if and only if there are at most r-1 arrivals in the interval (0, t]. 

(3) Mean and SD: 

Formula (2) is the extension of the numerical example t) above from the case r = 
5, >. = 3, t = 2 to general r, >., and t. Formula (1) for the density can be derived 
from (2) by calculus. But here is a neater way. For the rth arrival to come in an 
infinitesimal interval of time of length dt just after time t, it must be that: 

A: there is an arrival in the time dt, 
where P(A) = >'dt, by the local interpretation of the arrival rate >.; 

and (since the possibility of more than one arrival in the infinitesimal interval can 
be safely ignored), that: 

B: there were exactly r - 1 arrivals in the preceding time t, 
where P(B) = P(Nt = r - 1) = e-J..t(>'W- I /(r - I)! 

The5e events A and B are defined by arrivals in disjoint time intervals, so they 
are independent by the basic assumptions of a Poisson process. Multiplying their 
probabilities gives formula (1) for P(AB) = P(Tr Edt). The formulae (3) for the 
mean and S D are immediate from the representation of Tr as a sum of r independent 
exponential (A) variables, and the formulae for the case r = 1, when the gamma 
(1, >.) distribution is just exponential (A). 

The full extent of the analogy between Bernoulli trials and a Poisson process is 
brought out in the display on pages 288 and 289. In this analogy the continuous 
gamma (r, >.) distribution of the time until the rth arrival corresponds to the discrete 
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negative binomial (r, p) distribution of the number of trials until the rth success, as 
derived in Section 3.4. As the display shows, the formulae relating the gamma to the 
Poisson distribution are like similar formulae relating the negative binomial to the 
binomial distribution. 

FIGURE 2. Gamma density of the rth arrival for r = 1 to 10. Note how the distributions shift to 

the righl and flatten out as r increases, in keeping with the formulae r /.\ and Vi /.\ for the mean 

and SD. Due to the central limit theorem, the gamma (r,.\) distribution becomes asymptotically 

normal as r -+ 00. 

5 10 15 20 25 

time in multiples of 1/,\ 
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Summary of Properties of a Bernoulli (p) Trials Process 

4 4 6 10 2 12 4 16 ? 
II II II II II II II II II 

-+- WI- TI - W2----~~ T2~WtT3~W4-T4· W5-··· 
000 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 000 1 000 

\ T/j = 4 + 6 + 2 + 4 = 16 

1. a) The probability of success per trial is p. 

b) The events of successes on different trials are independent. 

c) The long-run average success rate is p. 

2. a) The number N n of successes in n trials has binomial (n,p) distribution 
with 

P(Nn=k)= (~)pkqn-k (k=O,l, ... ,n, n=1,2, ... ) 

E(Nn ) = np and SD(Nn ) = Vnpq where q = 1 - p 

b) As n -+ 00 the asymptotic distribution of (Nn - E(Nn )) /SD(Nn) is 
standard normal. 

3. The waiting times WI, W 2 , ... between successes are independent geometric 
(p) random variables with 

P(Wk > n) = P(no successes in n trials) 

=P(Nn=O)=qn (n=1,2, ... ) 

P(Wk = n) = P(no successes in first n - 1 trials and trial n is a success) 

= P(Nn- 1 = O)p = qn-Ip (n = 1,2, ... ) 

and (k = 1,2, ... ) 

4. a) The waiting time Tr = WI + ... + Wr until the rth success has negative 
binomial (r,p) distribution shifted to {r, r + I, ... } with 

P(Tr > n) = P(Nn < r) (n = 1,2, ... , r = 1,2, ... ) 

P(Tr = n) = P(r - 1 successes in first n- 1 trials and trial n is a success) 

= P(Nn - 1 = r - l)p 

and (r = 1,2, ... ) 

b) As r -+ 00 the distribution of (Tr - E(Tr)) /SD(Tr) converges to 
standard normal. 
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Summary of Properties of a Poisson (.\) Arrival Process 

)( )( x 

1. a) P(arrival in interval ~t) ::::: A~t as ~t ~ O. 

b) The events of arrivals in disjoint intervals are independent. 

c) The long-run average rate of arrivals per unit time is A. 

2. a) The number Nt of arrivals in time t has Poisson (At) distribution with 

and 

(k = 0,1, ... , t 2 0) 

SD(Nt ) = 5t 

b) As t ~ 00 the asymptotic distribution of (Nt - E(Nt )) /SD(Nt ) 
is standard normal. 

3. The waiting times WI, W 2 , ... between arrivals are independent exponential 
(A) random variables with 

P(Wk > t) = P(no arrivals in time t) 

= P(Nt = 0) = e->.t (t 2 0) 

P(Wk Edt) = P(no arrivals in time t, arrival in time dt) 

= P(Nt = O)P(arrival in time dt) = e- At Adt 

and (k = 1,2, ... ) 

(t 2: 0) 

4. a) The waiting time Tr = WI + ... + Wr until the rth arrival has gamma 
(r, A) distribution with 

P(Tr > t) = P(Nt < r) (t 20, r = 1,2, ... ) 

P(Tr Edt) = P(r - 1 arrivals in time t and arrival in time dt) 

= P(Nt = r - l)Adt 

and (r = 1,2, ... ) 

b) As r ~ 00 the distribution of (Tr - E(Tr )) /SD(Tr ) converges to 
standard normal. 
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Example 4. 

Problem. 

Solution. 

Discussion. 

Sum of two lifetimes. 

A component with lifetime that is exponentially 
distributed with failure rate 1 per 24 hours is put 
into service with a replacement component of the 
same kind which is substituted for the first one 
when it fails. What is the median of the total time 
to failure of both components? 

The problem is to find m such that P(T2 ;::: m) = 

1/2, where T2 = WI + W2 is the sum of two inde­
pendent exponential lifetimes with rate A = 1/24 

y 

per hour. But from formula (2) on page 286 2 

where N m has Poisson (Am) distribution. Put x = 
Am. Then m = X/A where x solves 

1/2 = e- x (1 + x) 

eX = 2 + 2x 

Some trial and error with a calculator gives x ~ 
1.675. So the median is about 1.675/(1/24) ~ 
40.3 hours. 

1 

O-+---+----'--+---x 
o 1 2 

Note how the Poisson formula for P(T2 ;::: t) can be used here for the gamma (2, A) 
distribution of the sum T2 = WI + W2 of two independent exponential (A) variables, 
even though these exponential random variables are not originally defined as inter­
arrival times for a Poisson process. Technically, this is because the distribution of 
a sum of independent random variables is determined by the distributions of the 
individual variables. Section 5.4 goes into this in more detail. Intuitively, you may as 
well suppose the two lifetimes WI and W2 are just the first two in an infinite sequence 
of independent exponentially distributed lifetimes of components replaced one after 
another. In that case the times of replacements would make a Poisson process, with 
Nt representing the total number of replacements by time t. 

Gdmma Distribution for Non-Integer Shape 
Parameter 
A gamma distribution is defined for all positive values of the parameters r and A by 
a variation of the density formula (1) on page 286 for integer r. A random variable 
T has gamma distribution with parameters r and A, or gamma (r, A) distribution, if 



Section 4.2. Exponential and Gamma Distributions 291 

T has probability density 

t?O 
t < 0 

is a constant of integration, depending on r, called the gamma function. The parame­
ter r is called the index or shape parame~er. And 1/ A is a scale parameter. Comparison 
with formula (1) on page 286 shows that 

f(r) = (r - I)! (r = 1,2, ... ) 

You should think of the gamma function f (r) as a continuous interpolation of the 
factorial function (r - I)! for non-integer r. Integration by parts gives the following: 

Recursion formula for the gamma function: f (r + 1) = r f (r) (r > 0) 

Since it is easy to see that r(1) = 1, the recursion formula implies r(r) = (r - I)! 
for integer r by mathematical induction. 

But there is no explicit formula for f(r) except in case r is a positive integer, or 
a positive half-integer, starting from f(I/2) = y'Jr. See Exercise 5.3.15. Section 5.3 
shows that for half integer r the gamma distributions arise from sums of squares of 
independent normal variables. 

As will be shown in Section 5.4, several algebraic functions of gamma random vari­
ables have distributions which are easy to compute. See the gamma distribution 
summary for a survey. In applications, the distribution of a random variable may be 
unknown, but reasonably well approximated by some gamma distribution. Then re­
sults obtained assuming a gamma distribution might provide useful approximations. 

For non-integer values of r the gamma (r, A) distribution has a shape which varies 
continuously between the shapes for integers r, as illustrated by the following dia­
grams: 

In Figures 3, 4, and 5, both horizontal and vertical scales change from one figure to 
the next. Figure 3 shows how the gamma (r, A) density is unbounded near zero for 
o < r < l. As r -+ 0 the distribution piles up more and more near zero, approach­
ing the distribution of a constant random variable with value O. This is a discrete 
distribution, which does not have a probability density, but assigns probability one 
to the point zero, and may be thought of as the gamma (0, A) distribution. 
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FIGURE 3. Gamma (r, >.) densities for>. = 1 and r a multiple of 1/4, 0 < r ::; 1. 
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FIGURE 4. Gamma (r, >.) densities for>. = 1 and r a multiple of 1/4, 1::; r ::; 2. 
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Exercises 4.2 
1. Suppose a particular kind of atom has a half-life of 1 year. Find: 

a) the probability that an atom of this type survives at least 5 years; 

b) the time at which the expected number of atoms is 10% of the original; 

c) if there are 1024 atoms present initially, the time at which the expected number 
of atoms remaining is one; 

d) the chance that in fact none of the 1024 original atoms remains after the time 
calculated in c). 

2. A piece of rock contains 1020 atoms of a particular substance. Each atom has an expo­
nentially distributed lifetime with a half-life of one century. How many centuries must 
pass before 

a) it is most likely that about 100 atoms remain; 

b) there is about a 50% chance that at least one atom remains. What assumptions 
are you making? 

3. Suppose the time until the next earthquake in a particular place is exponentially dis­
tributed with rate 1 per year. Find the probability that the next earthquake happens 
within 

a) one year; b) six months; c) two years; d) 10 years. 

4. Suppose component lifetimes are exponentially distributed with mean 10 hours. Find: 

a) the probability that a component survives 20 hours; 

b) the median component lifetime; 

c) the SD of component lifetime; 

d) the probability that the average lifetime of 100 independent components exceeds 
11 hours; 

e) the probability that the average lifetime of 2 independent components exceeds 
11 hours. 

5. Suppose calls are arriving at a telephone exchange at an average rate of one per second, 
according to a Poisson arrival process. Find: 

a) the probability that the fourth call after time t = 0 arrives within 2 seconds of the 
third call; 

b) the probability that the fourth call arrives by time t = 5 seconds; 

c) the expected time at which the fourth call arrives. 

6. A Geiger counter is recording background radiation at an average rate of one hit per 
minute. Let T3 be the time in minutes when the third hit occurs after the counter is 
switched on. Find P(2 ~ T3 ~ 4). 

7. Let 0 < p < 1. For the exponential distribution with rate A, find a formula for the 100pth 
percentile point tp such that P(T ~ t p ) = 100p%. 
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8. Transistors produced by one machine have a lifetime which is exponentially distributed 
with mean 100 hours. Those produced by a second machine have an exponentially dis­
tributed lifetime with mean 200 hours. A package of 12 transistors contains 4 produced 
by the first machine and 8 produced by the second. Let X be the lifetime of a transistor 
picked at random from this package. Find: 

a) P(X ~ 200 hours); b) E(X); c) Var(X). 

9. Gamma function and moments of the exponential distribution. Consider the 
gamma function f(r) = Jooo xT-1e-xdx (r > 0) 

a) Use integration by parts to show that f('r + 1) = rf(r) (r > 0) 

b) Deduce from a) that r(r) = (r - I)! (r = 1,2, ... ) 

c) If T has exponential distribution with rate 1, then 

(n=0,1,2, ... ) and SD(T) = 1 

d) If T has exponential distribution with rate A, then show AT has exponential 
distribution with rate 1, hence 

(n=0,1,2, ... ) and SD(T) = 1/ A 

10. Geometric from exponential. 

a) Show that if T has exponential distribution with rate A, then int(T), the greatest 
integer less than or equal to T, has a geometric (p) distribution on {O, 1,2, ... }, 
and find p in terms of A. 

b) Let Tm = int(mT)/m, the greatest multiple of l/m less than or equal to T. 
Show that T has exponential distribution on (0, (0) for some A, if and only if 
for every m there is some pm such that mT m has geometric (Pm) distribution on 
{O, 1,2, ... }. Find pm in terms of A. 

c) Use b) and Tm ::; T ::; Tm + l/m to calculate E(T) and SD(T), from the 
formulae for the mean and standard deviation of a geometric random variable. 

11. Suppose the probability that a given kind of atom disintegrates in any particular mi­
crosecond, given that it was alive at the beginning of the microsecond, is A x 10-6 

where A > ° is a constant. Let T be the random lifetime of the atom in seconds. 

a) Show that the distribution of T is approximately exponential with parameter A. 
[Hint: Consider P(T ~ t) for t a multiple of 10-6 .] 

b) What is the chance that the atom has a lifetime of between 1 and 2 seconds? 

12. Gamma distribution. Derive the following features of the gamma (r, A) distribution 
for all positive r: 

a) For r ~ 1 the mode (i.e., the value that maximizes the density) is (r -1)/ A. What 
if 0< r < I? 

b) For k > 0, the kth moment of T with gamma (r, A) distribution is 

In particular E(T) = r / A. 
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c) SD(T) = IFI>'" and Skewness(T) = 21IF· 

13. Suppose that under normal operating conditions the operating time until failure of 
a certain type of component has exponential (A) distribution for some A > O. And 
suppose that the random variables representing lifetimes of different components of 
this type may be regarded as independent. 

a) The average lifetime of 10,000 components is found to be 20 days. Estimate the 
value of A based on this information. 

b) Assuming the exponential lifetime model with A = 5% per day, let Nd be the 
number of components among 10,000 components which survive more than d 
days. Find E(Nd) and SD(Nd) for d = 10,20,30. 

14. Interpretation of the rate. In Exercise 13, the exponential model with A = 5% per 
day implies the probability of a component failing in the first day of its use is: 
a) exactly 5%; b) approximately 5%, but slightly less; 
c) approximately 5%, but slightly more. Without doing any numerical calculations, 
pick out which of a), b), or c) is true, and explain your choice. Confirm your choice by 
numerical calculation of the exact probability. 

15. Satellite problem. Suppose that a system using one of the components described in 
Exercise 13, with failure rate 5% per day, is sent up in a satellite together with three 
spare components of the same type. Assume that as soon as the original component 
fails, it is replaced by one of the spares, and when that component fails it is replaced 
by a second spare, and so on. The total operating time of the component plus three 
spares is then Trotal = Tl + T2 + T3 + T4 where Tl is the operating time of the first 
component, T2 is the operating time of the first spare, and so on. Assuming that the 
satellite launch is successful, and normal operating conditions obtain once the satellite 
is in orbit, calculate: 

a) E(Ttotad); b) SD(T"otal); c) P(Ttotal ;:: 60 days). 

16. [n the satellite problem of Exercise 15, how many spares would have to be provided 
to make P(Ttotal :::: 60 days) at least 90%? 

17. Another type of component has lifetime distribution which is approximately gamma 
(2, A) with A = 10% per day. 

a) Redo Exercise 15 for this type of component, making similar independence as­
sumptions. After calculating the answers to a) and b), guess without calculation 
whether the answer to c) should be larger or smaller than under the original 
assumptions of the satellite problem. Confirm your guess by calculation. 

b) Redo Exercise 16 for this type of component. 
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4.3 Hazard Rates (Optional) 
Let T be a positive random variable with probability density f (t), where t ranges 
over (0,00). Think of T as the lifetime of some kind of component. The hazard rate 
>.(t) is the probability per unit time that the component will fail just after time t, 
given that the component has survived up to time t. Thus 

P(T E dt IT> t) = >.(t)dt 

where (T Edt) stands for the event (t < T ~ t + dt) that the component fails in an 
infinitesimal time interval of length dt just after time t. As usual, this is shorthand for 
a limit statement: 

>.(t) = lim P(TE(t,t+~t)IT>t) 
~t--tO ~t 

Depending on what lifetime T represents in an application, the hazard rate >.(t) 
may also be called a death rate or failure rate. For example, T might represent the 
lifetime of some kind of component. Then >.(t) would represent the failure rate for 
components that have been in use for time t, estimated, for example, by the number 
of failures per hour among similar components in use for time t. 

In practice, failure rates can be estimated empirically as suggested above. Often it 
is found that empirically estimated hazard rates based on large amounts of data 
tend to follow a smooth curve. It is then reasonable to fit an ideal model in which 
>.(t) would usually be a continuous function of t. The exponential distribution of the 
previous section is the simplest possible model corresponding to constant failure rate 
>.(t) = >. for some>. > 0. Other distributions with densities on (0, (0) correspond to 
time-varying failure rates. The following box summarizes the basic terminology and 
analytic relationships between the probability density, survival function, and hazard 
rate. 

Formulae (1), (2), and (3) in the box are simply definitions, and (4) is the usual 
integral for the probability of an interval. Formulae (4) and (5) are equivalent by the 
fundamental theorem of calculus. Informally, (5) results from 

f(t)dt = P(T Edt) by (1) 

= P(T > t) - P(T > t + dt) by the difference rule 

= G(t) - G(t + dt) by (2) 

= -dG(t) 
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Probability density: 

Survival function: 

Hazard rate: 

Random Lifetimes 
P(T Edt) = f(t)dt 

P(T> t) = G(t) 

P(T E dtlT > t) = )..(t)dt 

Survival from density: G(t) = Joc f(u)du 

f(t) ___ dG(t) 
Density from survival: dt 

Hazard from density and survival: ).. (t) = f (t) 
G(t) 

Survival from hazard: G(t) = exp (-lot )"(U)dU) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

To ohtain (6), use P(AIB) = P(AB)/ P(B), with A = (T Edt), B = (T > t). Since 
A c B, AB = A, 

P(T Edt) f(t)dt 
)..(t)dt = P(T E dtlT > t) = P(T> t) = G(t) 

by (1) and (2). 

The most interesting formula is (7). To illustrate, in case )"(t) = ).. is constant, 

lot )..(u)du = )..t 

so (7) becomes the familiar exponential survival probability 

P(T > t) = e-)"t if T has exponential ()..) distribution. 

In general, the exponential of the integral in (7) represents a kind of continuous 
product obtained as a limit of discrete products of conditional probabilities. This is 
explained at the end of the section. Formula (7) follows also from (5) and (6) by 
calculus as you can check as an exercise. 
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Example 1. 
Problem. 

Solution. 

Linear failure rate. 
Suppose that a component has linear increasing failure rate, such that after 10 hours 
the failure rate is 5% per hour, and after 20 hours 10% per hour. 

(a) Find the probability that the component survives 20 hours. 

(b) Calculate the density of the lifetime distribution. 

(c) Find the mean lifetime. 

By assumption, 

A(t) = (t/2)% = t/200 

(a) The required probability is by (7) 

P(survive 20 hours) = G(20) = exp (_120 A(U)dU) 

The integral inside the exponent is 

120 udu 1 21 20 

o 200 = 400 u 0 = 1 

Thus P(survive 20 hours) = e- 1 ~ 0.368 

(b) Put t instead of 20 above to get 

G(t) = exp (_t2 /400) 

Now by (5) 

d 
f(t) = - dt G(t) 

= 2~0 exp ( - :~O) 
You can sketch the density by calculating a few points, as in the following 

table and graph: 

t 0 5 10 15 20 

f(t) 0 0.023 0.039 0.043 0.037 
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20 30 40 50 60 

(c) The mean can be calculated from 

E(T) = 100 tf(t) dt 

but there is a shortcut for examples like this where the survival function G(t) 
is simpler than the density f(t). This is to use the following formula: 

Mean Lifetime from Survival Function 

E(T) = 100 G(t) dt (8) 

This follows by integration by parts from the previous formula for E(T), using 
dG(t) 
-- = - f (t). It is the continuous analog of the formula 

dt 

E(T) = LP(T 2 n) 
n=l 

valid for a random variable T with possible values 0,1,2, . ... In the present 
example, (8) gives 

E(T) = 100 
exp (_t 2 /4(0) dt (9) 

Now the problem is that you cannot integrate the function exp (-t2 /400) in 
closed form. But you should recognize this integral as similar to the standard 
Gaussian integral 

roo e-z2/2 dz = ~ Joo e- z2 / 2 dz = ~& = E 
10 2 -00 2 V'2 

Since t2/400 = ~ ( t rn)2, make the change of variable z = t/10y'2, dz = 
2 1Oy2 

dt/10y'2, dt = 10y'2dz in (9) to get 

E(T) = 10v'21°° e- z2 / 2 dz = 1Ov'2~ ::::0 17.72 
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Derivation ofthe formula G(t) = exp (- J~ >.(u) du). Recall that the exponential 
of a sum is the product of exponentials. An integral is a kind of continuous sum, 
so an exponential of an integral is a kind of continuous product. In this case, the 
continuous product is a limit of discrete products of conditional probabilities. To see 
how, divide the time interval [0, t] into a very large number N of very small intervals 
of length say ~ = t / N. Survival to time t means survival of each of the N successive 
intervals of length ~ between 0 and t 

G(t) = P(T > t) = P(T > N~) 

= P(T > ~, T > 2~, ... ,T > N~) 

= P(T > ~)P(T > 2~IT >~) .. ·P(T > N~IT > (N -1)~) 

= [1 - P(T S ~)] [1 - P(~ S T S 2~ IT> ~)] ... 

~ [1 - ~>'(O)] [1 - ~>.(~)] [1 - ~>'(2~)]··· [1 - ~>. ((N - 1)~)] 

for small ~, by the definition of >.(t) 
~ e-t..'x(O)e-t..,X(t..) ... e-t..'x((N-l)t..) 

for small ~, by the approximation 1 - x ~ e- X for small x 

~ exp [_~ ~' A(i~}l 

~ exp [-1\(U)dU] 
for small ~, by a Riemann sum approximation of the integral. 

As ~ -+ 0, the errors in each of the three approximations ~ above tend to zero. 
So the approximate equality between the first and last expressions not involving ~ 
must in fact be an exact equality. This is (7). 

Note how the exponential appears here, as always, as the limit of a product of more 
and more factors all approaching 1 in the limit. 

Exercises 4.3 
1. For T with survival function G(t) = peT > t), find: 

a) P(Ts::b); b) P(a s::Ts:: b). 

2. Use the formulae of this section to show that the hazard rate .\Ct) is constant if and only 
if the distribution is exponential (.\) for some A. 

3. Business enterprises have the feature that the longer an enterprise has been in business, 
the less likely it is to fail in the next month. This indicates a decreasing failure rate. 
One that has been successfully fitted to empirical data of lifetimes of businesses is 
.\(t) = a/(b + t), where a, b, and t are greater than O. For this .\(t): 
a) find a formula for G(t); b) find a formula for J(t). 
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4. Weibull distribution. Show that the following are equivalent: 

(i) ),(t) = ),ata - I for constants)' > 0 and a > 0 

(ii) G(t) = e- At '" 

(iii) f(t) = ),ata-Ie-At'" 

301 

This is called the Weibull distribution with parameters), and a. This family of distri­
butions is widely used in engineering practice. It can be verified both theoretically and 
practically that the distribution of the lifetime of a component which consists of many 
parts, and fails when the first of these parts fails, can be well approximated by a Weibull 
distribution. 

5. Moments of the Weibull distribution. Let T have the Weibull distribution described 
in Exercise 4. a) Show that E(Tk) = f(1 + ~), -1;- b) Find E(T) and Var(T). 

6. Suppose that a component is subject to failure at constant rate 5% per hour for the first 
10 hours in use. After 10 hours the component is subject to additional stress producing 
a failure rate of 10% per hour. 

a) Find the probability that the component survives 15 hours. 

b) Calculate and sketch the survival probability function. 

c) Calculate and sketch the probability density function. 

d) Find the mean lifetime. 

7. Second moment from survival function. 

a) Show that E(T2) = 2 Jooo tG(t) dt 

b) Use this formula to calculate the SD of the component in Example l. 

e) If 100 components of this type operate independently, what approximately is the 
probability that the average lifetime of these components exceeds 20 hours' 

8. Suppose the failure rate is ),( t) = at + b for t 2' O. 

a) For what parameter values a and b does this make sense' 

b) Find the formula for G(t). c) Find the formula for f(t). 

d) Find the mean lifetime. e) Find the SD of the lifetime. 

9. Calcu1us derivation ofG(t) = exp{- J; ),(u)du} (Formula (7» 

a) Use (5) and (6) to show ),(t) = -1:t logG(t). 

b) Now derive (7) by integration from 0 to t. 

10. Suppose a component has failure rate ),(t) which is an increasing function of t. 

a) For s, t > 0, is P(T> s + tiT> s) larger or smaller than P(T > tl' 
b) Prove your answer. 

c) Repeat a) and b) for ),(t) which is decreasing. 
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4.4 

Example 1. 

Change of Variable 
Many problems require finding the distribution of some function of X, say Y = g(X), 
from the distribution of X. Suppose X has density Ix(x), where a subscript is 
now used to distinguish densities of different random variables. Then provided the 
function y = g(x) has a derivative dy/dx which does not equal zero on any interval 
in the range of X, the random variable Y = g(X) has a density Jy(y) which can be 
calculated in terms of Ix (x) and the derivative dy / dx. How to do this calculation is 
the subject of this section. 

Linear Functions 
To see why the derivative comes in, look first at what happens if you make a linear 
change of variable. For a linear function y = ax + b, the derivative is the constant 
dy / dx = a. The function stretches or shrinks the length of every interval by the same 
factor of lal. 

Uniform distributions. 
Suppose X has the uniform (0,1) distribution, with density 

Ix(x) = { ~ O<x<l 
otherwise 

Then for a> 0, you can see that Y = aX + b has the uniform (b, b + a) density 

Jy(y) = { ~/a, b<y<b+a 
otherwise 

Similarly, if a < 0, then Y = aX + b has the uniform (b + a, b) distribution 

Jy(y) = { ~/Ial, b+a<y<b 
otherwise 

You might guess the density of Y = aX + b at y was the density of X at the 
corresponding point x = (y - b)/a. But this must be divided by lal, because the 
probability density gives probability per unit length, and the transformation from x 
to ax + b multiplies lengths by a factor of lal: 

Linear Change of Variable for Densities 

1 (y - b) 
laX+b(Y) = ~ Ix -a-
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FIGURE 1. Linear change of variable for uniform densities. The graphs show the densities of 

Y = aX + b for various a and b, where X has uniform (0.1) distribution. Notice how if a > 1 
the range is spread out and the density decreased. And if 0 < a < 1 the range is shrunk and the 

densi~' increased. Adding b > 0 shifts to the right by b, and adding b < 0 shifts to the left by -b. 

Density of X Density of 2X Density of 2X - 1 
2 2 

1 1 

O~----~----~---, O~----~----.----+ O~----,,----~---. 

-1 o 1 2 -1 o 1 2 -1 o 1 2 

Density of 0.5X Density of 0.5X + 1 Density of -0.5X 
2 2 2 

1 1 1 

O~----~~--.----, O~--L-+----,----~ 

-1 o 
Example 2. 

2 -1 o 1 2 -1 o 1 2 

Normal distributions. 
Take X with standard normal density ¢(x). a = (j > 0, and b = J-l. The linear 
change of variable formula then gives the density of the normal (J-l, (j2) distribution, 
displayed on page 267. 

One-to-One DiHerentiable Functions 
Let X be a random variable with density Ix (x) on the range (a, b). Let Y = g( X) 
where 9 is either strictly increasing or strictly decreasing on (a, b). For example, X 
might have an exponential distribution on (0, (0), and Y might be X 2 ,,;x, or 1/ X. 
The range of Y is then an interval with endpoints g(a) and g(b). 

The aim now is to calculate the probability density function Jy (y) for y in the range 
of Y. For an infinitesimal interval dy near y, the event (Y E dy) is identical to the 
event (X E dx), where dx is an infinitesimal interval near the unique x such that 
y = g( x). See Figure 2, where each of the two shaded areas represents the probability 
of the same event 

P(Y E dy) = P(X E dx) where y = g(x) 
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Example 3. 
Problem. 

Solution. 

This identity P(Y E dy) = P(X E dx), where y = g(x), makes 

fy(y)dy = fx(x)dx 

and so dx /dY Jy(y) = fx(x) dy = fx(x) dx where y = g(x) 

The case of a decreasing function 9 is similar except that the calculus derivative 
dy / dx now has a negative sign. This sign must be ignored because it is only the 
magnitude of the ratio of lengths of small intervals which is relevant. To summarize: 

One-to-One Change of Variable for Densities 
Let X be a random variable with density fx(x) on the range (a, b). 
Let Y = g(X) where 9 is either strictly increasing or strictly decreasing on 
(a, b). The range of Y is then an interval with endpoints g(a) and g(b). And 
the density of Y on this interval is 

Jy(y) = fx(x) / I ~~ I where y = g(x) 

The equation y = g(x) must be solved for x in terms of y, and this value of 
x substituted into fx(x) and dy/dx. This will leave an expression for Jy(y) 
entirely in terms of y. 

Square root of an exponential variable (illustrated by Figure 2) 
Let X have the exponential density, fx(x) = e- X (x> 0) 
Find the density of Y = fl. 
Step 1. Find the range of y: here 0 < x < 00, y = .;x, so 0 < y < 00. 

Step 2. Check the function is one-to-one by solving for x in terms of y: here x = y2 

dy dy d 1 
Step 3. Calculate dx: here dx = dx ..;x = 2.;x 

Step 4. Plug density of X and the result of Step :3 into Jy(y) = fx(x) / I ~~ I : 

Step 5. Use result of Step 2 to eliminate x from the right side 

Jy(y) = e-Y -- = 2ye-Y 2/ 1 2 
2# 

(y > 0) 
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FIGURE 2. Change of variable formula for densities. The diagram shows the graph of y = g(x) 
for the increasing function g(x) = y'x, x> o. Density fx(x) is graphed upside down below the 

x-axis. Density jy(y) is graphed on the side of the y-axis. The densities are as in Example 3. 

y+ dy= g(x+ dx) 

--Y---I Y = g(x) 

x+ dx 

4 

Log of uniform. 
Let X have uniform (0,1) distribution. 

Find the distribution of Y = -A -1 log (X) , where A > O. 

This follows the steps of the previous example in a slightly different order. Here 
y = -A-1logx has 

dy 1 
- = - - < 0 for 0 < x < 1 
dx Ax 

so y decreases from 00 to 0 as x increases from a to 1. The density of Y is then 

Jy (y) = f x (x) / I ~~ I = 1/ A~ = Ax 

where -A-1logx=y, or x=e->'y, so 

(y > 0) 
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Discussion. 

Problem 2. 

Solution. 

Discussion. 

Conclusion: Y is exponentially distributed with rate A. 

This way of obtaining an exponential variable as a function of a uniform (0,1) vari­
able is a standard method of simulating exponential variables by computer. The next 
section shows how any distribution on the line can be obtained as the distribution 
of a function of a uniform variable. 

Find the distribution of -A -1 log (1 - X), where A > 0. 

Clearly the technique used to solve Problem 1 could be repeated. But this is unneces­
sary. It is intuitively clear (and easy to check) that X' = 1- X is also a uniform (0, 1) 
random variable, so -A -1 log (1 - X) = -A -1 log (X') has the same distribution as 
-A -1 log (X). Therefore, -A -1 log (1 - X) also has exponential (A) distribution. 

The justification of the short argument in the last solution is the change of variable 
principle. This principle, stated for discrete random variables in Section 3.1, is worth 
restating here. The principle can often be used as in the last example to eliminate 
calculations by reducing a change of variables problem to one whose solution is 
already known: 

Change of Variable Principle 
If X has the same distribution as Y, then g(X) has the same distribution as 
g(Y), for any function g. 

Many,to-one functions. Suppose the function y = g(x) has a derivative that is 
zero at only a finite number of points. Now some values of y may come from more 
than one value of x. Consider Y = g(X) for a random variable X. As shown in the 
diagram, Y will be in an infinitesimal interval dy near y when X is in one of possibly 
several infinitesimal intervals dx near points x such that g( x) = y. 

y = g(x) 

y+dY~-----1~------~r-------~----­
y-r-----,~------~~------~+_-----

~ {x:g(xt = y} / 
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Now 

P(Y E dy) = I: P(X E dx) 
{x:g(x)=y} 

This gives 

Jy(y) = I: fx(x) / I ~~ I 
{x: g(x)=y} 

Density of the square of a random variable. 
Suppose X has density fx(x). Find a formula for the density of Y = X2. 

Here, for y > 0, there are two values x such that x 2 = y, 
namely, x = JY and x = -JY. Since dy/dx = 2x, 

Jy(y) = I: fx(x)/12xl 
{x=±y'Y} 

= [fx(JY) + fx(-JY)J/2JY. 

y 

x=+fii 
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Expectation of a function of X. If you just want to calculate the expectation of 
Y = g(X), it is not necessary to calculate the density of Y, and usually simpler not 
to. For instance, there is no need to use the linear change of variable formula for 
densities to calculate E(Y) or SD(Y) tor Y = aX +b. Instead use the simple scaling 
rules 

E(aX + b) = aE(X) + b and SD(aX + b) = laISD(X) 

whenever E(X) or SD(X) are defined. More generally, if Y = g(X), where both 
X and Y have densities, then 

E(Y) = i: yJy(y) dy = i: g(x)fx(x) dx 

Often the second integral is easier to evaluate than the first. The equality of the two 
integrals is the density analog of the basic discrete formula for the expectation of a 
function of X that was derived in Section 4.1. The equality of integrals can also be 
checked by the calculus technique of substitution 

y = g(x), dy = g'(x)dx. 
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Example 6. 

Problem 1. 

Solution. 

Problem 2. 

Solution. 

Problem 3. 

Solution. 

Problem 4. 

Solution. 

Example 7. 

Problem 1. 

Further Examples 
Here are some more geometric problems solved by the same basic technique of 
finding the probability in an infinitesimal interval by calculus. 

Projection of a uniform random variable on a circle. 
A point is picked uniformly at random from the perimeter of a unit circle. 

Find the probability density of X, the x-coordinate of the point. 

From the diagram, since two places on the circle 
map to one x-value, 

P(X E dx) = 2IdBI/27r = IdBI/7r 

where x = cos B, 0 < B < 7r. So 

dx = -sinB=-~ 
dB 
dB 1 

dx V1 - x2 

P(X E dx) = ~ I dB 1= 1 
dx 7r dx 7rv"f=X2 

(-1<x<1) 

Find E(X). 

Easily, E(X) = 0, since the density of X is symmetric about O. 

Find the probability density of Y = IX!, the absolute value of X. 

Since two x values +y and -y, with the same probability density, map to any given 
value of y with 0 < y < 1, P(Y E dy) = 2 x P(X E dy), and so 

Find E(Y). 

2 
Jy(y) = ~2 

7rv 1. - y-

E(Y) = - Y dy = --J1=Y2 211 2 11 
7r 0 J1=Y2 7r 0 

(0 < y < 1) 

2 

Projection of a uniform random variable on a sphere. 
Let 8 be the latitude, between -7r /2 and 7r /2, of a point chosen uniformly at random 
on the surface of a unit sphere. 

Find the probability density of 8. 
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From the diagram: 

---+--7 ~d(} ------------'" 
r-----------------.ltd(} 

of 21T cos(} ---~ 

P(8 E dB) = Indicated Area = 21Tcos(}d(} 
Total Surface Area 41T 
cos () 1T 1T 

fe«(}) = -2- (-"2 < () < "2) 

Let Y be the vertical coordinate of the point on the sphere, between -1 and 1. Find 
the probability density of Y. 

P(Y E, dy) = P( 8 E dB) with y = sin B, which implies that dy = cos B dB and 

cos B dB dy 
P(Y E dy) = P(8 E dB) = fe(B)dB = 2 = -, 2 (-l<y<l) 

Conclusion: Y has uniform (-1, 1) distribution. 

This calculation shows that the surface area of the sphere between two parallel 
planes cutting the sphere depends only on the distance between the planes, and not 
on exactly how they cut the sphere. This fact was discovered by Archimedes. The 
formula 41Tr2 for the total surface area, used in Problem 1, is a consequence. 

Exercises 4.4 
1. Suppose X has an exponential (),) distribution. What is the distribution of eX for a 

constant e > O? 

2. Scaling of gamma distributions. Show that a nndom variable T has gamma (r,),) 
distribution, if and only if T = Td)" where Tl has gamma (r, 1) distribution. 

3. Suppose U has uniform (0, 1) distribution. Find the density of U 2 

4. Suppose X has uniform distribution on (-1, 1). Find the density of Y = X2. 

5. Suppose X has uniform [-1,2] distribution. Find the density of X2 
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6. Cauchy distribution. Suppose that a particle is 
fired from the origin in the (x, y)-plane in a straight 
line in a direction at random angle <P to the x-axis, 
and let Y be the y-coordinate of the place where 
the particle hits the line {x = I}. Show that if <P has 
uniform (-7r /2, 7r /2) distribution, then 

y 

(1, Y) 

1 
fy(y) = 7r(1 + y2) 

o I'--..l.---+----~ X 

This is called the Cauchy distribution. Show that 
the Cauchy distribution is symmetric about 0, but 
that the expectation of a Cauchy random variable is 
undefined. 

7. Show that if U has uniform (0,1) distribution, then tan (7rU - ~) has the Cauchy 

distribution, as in Exercise 6. 

8. Arcsine distribution. Suppose that Y has the Cauchy distribution as in Exercise 6. 
Let Z = 1/(1 + y2). 

a) Show Z has density 

1 
fz(z) = -r=== 

7rJz(l-z) 
(0 < z < 1) 

b) Show P(Z ~ x) = (2/7r)arcsin(v'x) (0 < x < 1). 

c) Find E(Z). d) Find Var(Z). 

[This arcsine distribution of Z is the special case r = s = 1/2 of the beta(r, s) dis­
tribution. This distribution arises naturally in the context of random walks. If Sn = 
Xl + ... + Xn for Xi with values ±1 determined by tosses of a fair coin, and Ln is 
the last time k ~ n such that Sk = 0, then the limit distribution of Ln/n as n ~ 00 

is the arcsine distribution. See Feller, An Introduction to Probability Theory and Its 
Applications, Vol. I.] 

9. Weibull distribution. 

a) Show that if T has the Weibull (A, a) distribution, with density 

(t > 0) 

where A > 0 and a > 0, then TO. has an exponential (A) distribution. (Note the 
special case when a = 1.) 

b) Show that if U is a uniform (0,1) random variable, then T = (-A -l!og U)!; 
has a Weibull (A, a) distribution. 

10. Let Z be a standard normal random variable. Find formulae for the densities of each of 
the following random variables: 

a) IZI; b) Z2; c) l/Z; d) 1/Z2. 

11. Explain how the calculations of Example 7 imply the formula 47rr2 for the surface area 
of a sphere of radius r. 
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Cumulative Distribution Functions 
One way to specify a probability distribution on the line is to say how much prob­
ability is at or to the left of each point x. In terms of a random variable X with the 
given distribution, this probability is a function of x, 

F(x) = P(X ~ x) 

called the cumulative distribution function (c.d.f.) of X. For example, the standard 
normal c.d.f. is the function F(x) = <1?(x) used in calculations with the normal distri­
bution. But the cumulative distribution function can be defined for any distribution 
of a random variable X over the line, whether continuous, discrete, or neither. 

If you can define or calculate the c.d.f. of X then, by using the rules of probability, 
you can find the probability of any event determined by X, for example, the prob­
ability that X falls in an interval, or the probability that X is an even integer. To 
clarify terminology, the distribution of X refers broadly to the assignment of prob­
abilities to all such events determined by X. Technically, this means probabilities 
defined for a collection of subsets of the line, satisfying the rules of probability, now 
including the infinite sum rule of Section 3.4. The c.d.f. just gives the probabilities 
of the intervals (-00, xl as a function of the point x. 
Interval probabilities. The formula P(a < X ~ b) = F(b)-F(a), a consequence of 
the difference rule for probabilities, is familiar from the special case of the standard 
normal c.d.f. Because probabilities must be non-negative, this shows that a c.d.f. 
F (x) must be a non decreasing function of x 

FIGURE 1. Graph of a continuous c.d.f 

1 - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -;---------

F(b)=:-I 

p(a<X<b)=F~ 

F(a) --.....",r 

0-------.£ 
a b possible values of X 

The distributiOn is called continuous if the c.dJ. is a continuous function. Then it 
can be shown that 

P(X = x) = 0 for all x 

so it makes no difference in formulae involving the c.d.f. whether inequalities are 
strict or weak. For example, using the rule of complements, 

P(X > x) = 1 - F(x) 

P(X ~ x) = 1 - F(x) 

whatever the distribution of X 

if the distribution of X is continuous 
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More generally, it can be shown that the c.d.f. determines the probability of every 
interval, and also the probability of more complicated sets by the addition rule. To 
summarize: 

A probability distribution over the line is completely determined by its c.d.f. 

Most distributions of practical interest are either discrete or defined by densities. 
These two cases will now be discussed in more detail. 

Discrete Case 

Here is an illustration: 

FIGURE 2. Individual probabilities and the c.d.f. for an indicator variable. Consider the c.dJ 

of an indicator variable X which is 0 with probability 0.3 and 1 with probability 0.7. The value of 

F(x) is 0 for x < 0 because there is no chance for X:::; x for a negative x. The value of F(x) is 

0.3 for 0:::; x < 1, because for such an x the event (X :::; x) is the same as the event (X = 0), 
which has probability 0.3. And the value of F(x) is 1 for 1 :::; x < 00, because for these x the 

event (X:::; x) is certain. Thus F(x) jumps by 0.3 = P(O) at x = 0 and by 1-0.3 = 0.7 = P(I) 
at x = 1. 

P( x) :..1.-1---+-------11-----
o 1 x 

F(,) :...J...1 __ --+1 __ +-1 __ _ 

o 1 x 

In general, the c.d.f. of a discrete random variable X looks like a staircase with a 
rise of P(x) = P(X = x) at each possible value x of X: 

F(x) = L P(y) 
y'5,x 

and P(x) is the jump of the c.d.f. at x: 

P(x) = F(x) - F(x-) 
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where F(x-) = P(X < x) is the limit of values of F approaching x from the left. 
Figure 3 gives a more interesting example. 

FIGURE 3. The c.d.f. and individual probabilities for the binomial (100,0.5) distribution. Here 

F(x) is the probability of getting x or less heads in 100 fair coin tosses, P(x) is the probability 

of exactly x heads. The value of F(x) is simply the sum of values P(y) over all integers y less 

than or equal to x. Each integer x introduces a new term P(x) into the sum. Thus the graph of F 
jumps by P(x) at each integer x, and is flat between. Put another way, the probability P(x) of an 

individual value x shows the difference between F(x) and F(x-), where F(x-) = F(x - 1) is 

the value of F(y) for any y in the interval [x - 1, x). 

1.0.---------------------------------~=_----------~ 

F(x) 

0.5 

o.o+-----------~~--------,_----------_,----------~ 
30 40 50 60 70 

02,---------------------------------------------------~ 
F(x) 0:1 J 

o. (I +~ ----~,t---'-' -I---l-~__I___L__LI___'_I_+I---'-I---'-I---L-I----'---JL-L-L--L-, +-r ------I 

30 40 50 60 70 

Density Case 

As usual in this case, sums become integrals. So if X has density f(x), then F(x) is 
the area under the density function to the left of x 

F(x) = P(X ::; x) = lXoo f(y)dy 

Similarly, discrete differences become derivatives, 

dF(x) = F(x + dx) - F(x) = P(X E dx) = f(x)dx 

so f(x) = dF(x) = F'(x) 
dx 

That is to say, the density f(x) is the slope at x of the c.dJ. This is an instance of 
the fundamental theorem of calculus. Conversely, it can be shown that if the c.d.f. is 

x 

x 
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everywhere continuous, and differentiable at all except at perhaps a finite number of 
points, then the corresponding distribution has density f (x) = F' (x). In this density 
case, F(x) is a particular choice of an indefinite integral of f(x), namely, the one 
which vanishes at -00. 

FIGURE 4. The c.d.f. and density for the normal (50,25) distribution. This distribution, with mean 

50 and variance 25, is the usual normal approximation to the preceding binomial distribution. Its 

c.d.f. and density are just scale changes of the standard normal ones plotted in Section 2.2. 

1.0,-------------------==------, 

F (x) 

0.5 

O.O+------------=~~----------~------------~------------~x 
30 40 50 60 70 

0.1,-------------------------, 

f(x) 

0.05 

O.O+-----~~----~------------~------------~--~~~----~x 
30 40 50 60 70 

A distribution with a density can be specified by a formula for the density f(x), or 
by a formula for the c.d.f. F(x). Either of these functions can be obtained from the 
other by calculus. 

You might think that every continuous distribution has a density, but this turns out 
not to be so. Still, you don't have to worry about continuous distributions without 
densities in this course. The famous mathematician Poincare thought such distribu­
tions "were invented by mathematicians to confound their ancestors". For a nice 
picture of one, see Mandelbrot's book, The Fractal Geometry of Nature. 
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The uniform (0, 1) distribution. 
The density is 

J(x) = { ~ 
and the c.d.f. is 

for 0 < x < 1 
otherwise 

for 0 ::; x ::; 1 
for x < 0 
for x> 1 

Here is an application: If U is uniform (0,1), 
then so is X = 21U - ~I, because 

P(X~; x) = P (21u - ~I::; x) 
= P (~ - ~ < U < ~ + ~) 2 2- -2 2 

= F(x) 

1 

f(x} 

o 
1 

F(x) 

o 
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1 x 

1 x 

as defined above. This technique is an alternative to the method of the previous 
section for calculating the distribution of a function of a random variable. 

Uniform on a disc. 
Let (X, Y) be a point chosen uniformly at random from the unit disc 
{( x, y) : x 2 + y2 ::; I}. Calculate the c.dJ. and density function of X. 

It is easiest to find the density function first. Sup-
pose ixl ::; 1. The event (X E dx) is shaded in 
the diagram. For small dx the event in question 
is approximately a rectangle with height 2V1 - x2 

and width dx. Dividing by the total area 7r gives its 
probability, then dividing by dx gives the density 

J(x) = { 5V1 - x2 Ixl ::; 1 
otherwise 

---;----~-rr_+_--~x 

as graphed on the right. This is half an ellipse ob­
tained by rescaling the upper semi-circle. The c.dJ. 
F (x), which represents the relative area of the disc 
to the left of x, is now obtained by calculus 

F(x) = J(z)dz = - 2~dz Jx 1 JX 
-1 7r -1 

-1 1 
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This is not a very easy integral. Still, because F(x) has derivative f(x) which you 
know, and F(x) is 0 for x::; -1 and 1 for x ~ 1, you should be able to sketch the 
graph of F(x) and see it must have the shape shown below. Some more calculus 
(or consulting a table of integrals) gives 

F(x) = ~ + ~ [xJ(l- x2 ) + arcsinx] (Ixl ::; 1). 

1.-----------~--

F(x) 

-1 o 1 

Maximum and Minimum of Independent 
Random Variables 
Cumulative distribution functions make it easy to find the distribution of the maxi­
mum and minimum 

and 

of a collection of independent random variables Xl, X 2 , ... , X n . Let Fi denote the 
c.dJ. of Xi, i = 1, ... , n. The c.dJ. of either the maximum or the minimum of the 
X's can be written in terms of the individual distribution functions Fi, once you 
notice the following key facts: 

For any number x: 

(a) Xmax is less than or equal to x if and only if all the X's are less than or 
equal to x; 

(b) Xmin is greater than x if and only if all the X's are greater than x. 

The c.dJ. of the maximum is then 

Fmax(x) = P(Xmax ::; x) (-oo<x<oo) by definition 

= P(XI ::; x, X 2 ::; x, ... , Xn ::; x) by (a) 

= P(XI ::; x)P(X2 ::; x)··· P(Xn ::; x) by independence 

= FI(x)F2 (x)··· Fn(x) 
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The c.d.f. of the minimum is 

Fmin(X) = P(Xmin ~ x) (-00 < x < 00) 

= 1 - P(Xmin > x) 

= 1 - P(X1 > x, X2 > x, ... , Xn > x) by (b) 

= 1- (1 - F1(X))(1 - F2 (x))··· (1 - Fn(x)). 
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It is best not to try and memorize these formulae. Just remember (a) and (b), and 
derive the formulae when you need them. 

Minimum of independent exponential variables is exponential. 
Let Xl, X 2 ,···, Xn be independent random variables, and suppose Xi has expo­
nential distribution with rate Ai, i = 1, ... , n. 

Find the distribution of Xmin the minimum of Xl"'" X n . 

For i = 1, ... ,n, the c.d.f. of Xi is 

if x < 0 
if x ~ 0 

Since the X's are non-negative, so is their minimum. So Xmin has c.d.f. 

For x ~~ 0, 

Fmin(X) = 1 - e->I1 Xe - A2X ... e- AnX 

= 1 - e-(Al+A2+"+An)X 

(x < 0) 

This is the c.d.f. of the exponential distribution with rate A1 + A2 + ... + An. So 
the minimum of independent exponential variables with rates Ai is simply a new 
exponential variable with rate the sum of the rates Ai. 

Expected lifetime of a circuit. 
An electrical circuit consists of five components, connected as in the following dia­
gram. The lifetimes of the components, measured in days, have independent expo-
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Problem. 

Solution. 

nential distributions with rates indicated in the diagram. 

What is the expected lifetime of the circuit? 

We want E(L), where L denotes the lifetime of the circuit. Let L top and Lboltom 
denote the lifetimes of the top and bottom parts of the circuit. Then L top and Lbottom 

are independent, and 

since the top and bottom parts are linked in parallel. 

Now L top is the minimum of three independent exponential lifetimes, since the top 
consists of three components linked in series. By Example 3, L top has exponential 
distribution with rate 0.3 + 0.4 + 0.3 = 1. So the top is expected to last about 1 day. 
By a similar argument, Lbottom has exponential (0.2) distribution, so the bottom is 
expected to last about 1/0.2 = 5 days. 

Since L is the maximum of L top and Lbottom , its c.d.f. is 

Since L is a positive random variable 

E(L) = 100 (1 - Fdx))dx 

(See Exercise 9 .) For x ~ 0, 

x<O 
x~O 

Fdx) = 1 - e-x _ e-O.2x + e-1.2x 

1 - Fdx) = e-x + e-O.2x _ e-1.2x 

so 

E(L) = 100 (e- X + e-O.2x - e-1.2X)dx = 1 + (1/0.2) - (1/1.2) = 5.17 

So the circuit is expected to last about 5.17 days. 
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Note. Once you have the c.d.f. of L, you can, of course, compute its expectation by first 
differentiating to find the density, then using the density to find the expectation by 
integration. But that involves more work than the method used here. 

Suppose now that in addition to being independent, the X's are continuous random 
variables with the same density. For example, the X's could be a sequence of ran­
dom numbers produced by a uniform random number generator. Let f denote the 
common density function of the X's, and F the common c.d.f. The maximum Xmax 
and minimum Xmin are also continuous random variables, whose densities can be 
obtained by differentiating their c.d.f.'s 

Fmax(x) = (F(x))n (-00 < x < 00) 

fmax(x) = d~ (F(x)t = n (F(x)t- 1 f(x) (-oo<x<oo) 

by the chain rule of calculus. Similarly, 

Fmin(X) = 1 - (1 - F(x)t (-00 < x < 00) 

fmin(X) = n(l- F(x))n-l f(x) (-00 < x < 00) 

These densities can also be found more directly by a differential calculation explained 
in the next section. 

Percentiles and the Inverse Distribution 
Function 
Given a distribution of X and a value x, the c.d.f. F(x) gives the probability that X 
is less than or equal to x. Often the question gets turned around. For instance: For 
what value of x is there probability 1/2 that X is less than or equal to x? Such an x 
is a median of the distribution. More generally, given a probability p, for what x is 
P(X :::: x) = p? By definition of the c.d.f. this x must solve the equation 

F(x) = p 

In the case of F(x) given by a formula, the formula can usually be rearranged to 
express x in terms of p. In general, assuming this equation has a unique solution, as 
it does for most continuous distributions of interest and 0 < p < 1, the solution of 
this equation defines the inverse c. d.f. 

x = F-l(p) 
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Example 5. 
Problem 1. 

Solution. 

Problem 2. 

Solution. 

FIGURE 5. Relation between a c.dJ and its inverse. 

1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -=-------

~ 
p 

:= 
1i 
~ 

..C: 
0 
'" 0- F(x) 

0 F -1 (p) = pth quantile values of X x 

See Figure 5. This point x, such that P(X ::; x) = p, is called the pth quantile of the 
distribution of X. This term is a generalization of the more common quartile, decile, 
and percentile in case p is expressed as a multiple of 1/4, 1/10, or 1/100. 

Finding percentiles. 
For the exponential (,X) distribution, find a formula for the pth quantile, 0 < p < l. 

Since the c.d.f. is F(x) = 1 - e->'x for x> 0, the required point x is found from 

1 - e->'x = p so 
1 

x = - - log (1 - p) ,X 

Find the 75th percentile point of the standard normal distribution. 

This is cJ>-1(0.75) where cJ> is the standard normal c.d.f. Just as there is no simple 
formula for cJ>, there is none for cJ> -1. But numerical values of cJ> -1 are easily found 
by backwards lookup in the table of values of cJ>. Inspection of the table gives 
cJ>(0.67) = 0.7486 and cJ>(0.68) = 0.7517, so cJ>-1 (0.75) :::::: 0.675. 

Simulation via Inverse Distribution Function 
Given a distribution on the line, how can you create random variables with this 
distribution? This problem arises in computer simulation of random variables. The 
random number generator on a computer provides a sequence of numbers between 
o and 1, say U1 , U2,.'" which behaves in most respects like a sequence of indepen­
dent uniform (0, 1) random variables. For example, the long-run proportion of values 
Ui in any subinterval of [0, 1] will be very close to the length of the subinterval. How 
can these variables be transformed into a sequence Simulating independent random 
variables with some other distribution? The problem is to find a function 9 such that 
if U has uniform (0,1) distribution, then X = g(U) has a prescribed c.dJ., say F(x): 

P(g(U) ::; x) = F(x) for all x 



Example 6. 

Section 4.5. Cumulative Distribution Functions 321 

There are many ways to solve this problem by tricks depending on the desired 
distribution. Which method is best depends on considerations such as computational 
efficiency, not discussed here. One method will now be described which works no 
matter what the required distribution. Here is a simple example to illustrate the 
method. 

Simulating a binomial (2, 0.5) random variable. 
The left graph shows the required c.d.f. The right graph shows a function 9 from 
(0,1) to {O, 1, 2}. This graph should be read on its side as a kind of inversion of 
the graph of the c.d.f. The staircase is the same in both graphs. Imagine U picked 
at random from the vertical unit interval. Then g(U) E {O, 1, 2} has the required 
distribution. 

1 1 r-----
F(x) 

O~----~r----,-L--.--- O~------~----+----.---
o 1 x 2 o 1 

g(u) 
2 

In detail, as it would be programmed on a computer, the rule for getting from the 
uniform (0,1) variable U to the binomial (2,0.5) variable g(U) is 

if 0 ::::: U ::::: 0.25 then g(U) = 0 
if 0.25 < U ::::: 0.75 then g(U) = 1 
if 0.75 < U::::: 1.0 then g(U) = 2 

This 9 does the job because by construction the intervals on which 9 takes the values 
0, 1, and 2 have lengths 0.25, 0.5, and 0.25, respectively, as required by the binomial 
(2,0.5) distribution. 

Simulation of a discrete distribution. The method of the previous example gen­
eralizes easily to any discrete distribution. For example, to get a random variable 
with discrete distribution on 1,2, ... defined by probabilities PI, P2, ... define 

g(u) = k if PI + ... + Pk-l < u ::::: PI + ... + Pk-l + Pk 

Then if U has uniform (0,1) distribution 
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since this is the length of the interval of U-values that make g(U) = k. This means 
g(U) has the given discrete distribution. 

The inverse distribution function. The function g( u) defined in the discrete case 
above is always a kind of inverse of the c.d.f. P(x), in the sense that 

g(P(x)) = x for all possible values x 

Check this inverse relation in the example above for x = 0,1,2. Given any c.d.f. P, 
not necessarily continuous or strictly increasing, a function g satisfying the above 
inverse relation can be defined. Because of the inverse relation, g( u) is usually de­
noted p-l(U), and called the inverse c.d.f. In general, the inverse c.d.f. F-l(U) can 
be defined as the least value x such that F(x) ;::: u. This function has the following 
important property: 

Inverse c.d.f. Applied to Standard Uniform 
For any cumulative distribution function P, with inverse function p-l, if U has 
uniform (0, 1) distribution, then p-l(U) has c.d.f. F. 

To restate this result more intuitively, if you pick a percentage uniformly at random 
on (0, 100), then take that percentile point in a distribution, you get a random variable 
with that distribution. 

Proof. The discrete case has already been treated. The continuous case is more 
interesting. Assume, for simplicity, that P(x) is a continuous and strictly increasing 
function of x. Then p-l (u) is the usual inverse function of F(x), as discussed earlier, 
and 

w ::; x {::::::} P(w) ::; P(x) 

The events (p-l(U) ::; x) and (p(p-l(U)) ::; P(x)) are therefore identical. But 
since p(p-l(U)) = u for every u in (0,1), by definition of the inverse function, we 
can calculate 

p(p-l(U) ::; x) = p(F(p-l(U)) ::; P(x)) 

= P(U ::; P(x)) 

= F(x) from the c.d.f. of U 

Thus the random variable p-l(U) has c.d.f. F. 0 
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The method of generating random variables via F-1 is efficient computationally in 
simulations only if F-1 turns out to be a fairly simple function to compute, as it is 
for the uniform distribution on (c, d) for any c < d, or the exponential distribution. 
But F--1 is laborious to compute for the normal distribution. In this case it is quicker 
and nearly as accurate to approximate using the central limit theorem, using, for 
instance, a standardized sum of 12 independent uniform (0,1) variables. See also 
Exercise 5.3.13 for another method of generating normal variables from uniform 
ones. 

Exercises 4.5 
1. For the exponential (.\) distribution: 

a) Show the c.d.f. is F(x) = 1 - e->'x for x::::: o. b) Sketch this c.d.f. for.\ = 1. 

2. Find and sketch the cumulative distribution functions of: 

a) the binomial (3,1/2) distribution; 

b) the geometric (1/2) distribution on {I, 2, ... }. 

3. l.et (X, Y) be as in Example 2. 

a) Find jy and Fy. [Hint: No calculations required!] 

b) Let R = J X2 + y2. Sket.::h the event {R :::; r} as a subset of the circle. Deduce 
a formula for the c.d.f. of R, and check by differentiating that you get the same 
density for R as in Example 4.1.2. 

4. Let X be a random variable with c.dJ. F(x). Find the c.d.f. of aX + b first for a > 0, 
then for a < o. 

5. Find the c.d.f. of X with density function fx(x) = ~e-Ixl (-00 < x < 00). 

6. Let X be a random variable with c.d.f. F(x) = x3 for 0:::; x :::; 1. Find: 

a) P(X::::: ~); b) the density function f(x); c) E(X). 

d) Let Y1 , Y2 , Y3 be three points chosen independently and uniformly on the unit 
interval, and let X be the rightmost point. Show that X has the distribution 
described above. 

7. Let T have the exponential distribution with parameter .\, and let Y = fl. 
a) Find the density of Y. 

b) Find the expectation of Y, correct to two decimal places, for .\ = 3. 

c) A random number generator produces uniform [0, 1] random numbers. How could 
you use these to generate random numbers which have the distribution of Y? 
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8. Components in the following series-parallel systems have independent exponentially 
distributed lifetimes. Component i has mean lifetime P,i. In each case, find a formula 
for the probability that the system operates for at least t units of time, and sketch the 
graph of this function of t in case P,i = t for each t. 

9. Expectation from c.d.f. Let X be a positive random variable, with c.d.f. F, as in the 
following diagram for example: 

lr---------------~==~======~ 

F(x) 

x 

a) Show, using the representation X = F-l(U) for a uniform [0, 1] random variable 
U, that E(X) can be interpreted as the shaded area above the c.d.f. of X, both 
for X with a density, and for discrete X. Deduce that 

E(X) = 100

[1 - F(x)] dx = 100 

P(X > x) dx 

b) Deduce that if X has possible values 0, 1,2, ... , then E(X) = I::::"=l P(X :::: n). 

c) Use these formulae to rederive the means of the exponential and geometric dis­
tributions. 

d) Show that for a random variable X with both positive and negative values (either 
discrete or with a density), E(X) = E(X+) - E(X_) where X+ = XI(X > 0), 
and X_ = (-X)I(X < 0), so E(X) is area (+) minus area (-) defined in terms 
of the c.d.f. as indicated below: 

~1~X) 
o x 
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Order Statistics (Optional) 
Let Xl, X 2, ... , Xn be random variables. Let X(1) denote the smallest of the X's, 
X(2) the next smallest, and so on, so that 

This relabeling of the X's corresponds to arranging them in increasing order, as 
shown below, for one particular ordering of five values Xl"'" X 5 . 

Notice that 

In general, X(k) is called the kth order statistic of Xl"'" X n . 

This section deals with properties of order statistics of independent and identically 
distributed random variables. Beta distributions appear as the distributions of order 
statistics of independent uniform (0,1) random variables. 

Let Xl, X 2 , ... , Xn be independent random variables, all with the same density func­
tion f and cumulative distribution function F. For example, the X's could be a se­
quence of random numbers produced by a uniform random number generator. The 
object is to find a formula for the density of the kth order statistic X(k)' This has 
been done already in Section 4.5 in the case of the maximum X(n) and minimum 
X(1) by first finding the c.d.f., then differentiating. But here is another argument in 
these special cases which generalizes more easily. First of all, it can be shown that 
in a sequence Xl"'" Xn of independent continuous random variables, all n values 
are distinct with probability 1. Taking this for granted, here is a calculation of the 
density of the maximum X(n) 

J(n)(x)dx = P(X(n) E dx) 

= P(one of the X's E dx, all others < x) 

= P(XI E dx, all others < x) + P(X2 E dx, all others < x) 

+ '" + P(Xn E dx, all others < x) 

= nP(X1 E dx, all others < x) by symmetry 

= nP(X1 E dx)P(all others < x) by independence 

= nf(x)dx (F(x)r- 1 
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in agreement with the previous calculation in Section 4.5. Similarly, 

f(1)(x) dx = P(X(1) E dx) 

= P(one of the X's E dx, all others> x) 

= nf(x) dx (1 - F(x))n-l 

The same method can be used to derive a formula for the density of the kth order 
statistic of Xl. ... , X n. Recall that X(k) is the kth smallest of Xl,"" X n. The density 
f(k)(X) of X(k) is found as follows. For -00 < x < 00 

f(k) (x)dx = P(X(k) E dx) 

= P(one of the X's E dx, exactly k - 1 of the others < x) 

= nP(XI E dx, exactly k - 1 of the others < x) 

= nP(XI E dx)P(exactly k - 1 of the others < x) 

= nf(x)dX(n -1) (F(x))k-l (1- F(x)t- k 
k-1 

using the binomial formula. To summarize: 

Density of the kth Order Statistic 
Let X(k) denote the kth order statistic of Xl, X 2 •..• , X n, where Xl"'" Xn are 
independent, identically distributed random variables with common density f 
and c.d.f. F. The density of X(k) is given by 

f(k)(X) = nf(x) (~= ~) (F(x))k-l (1 - F(x)t-k (-oo<x<oo) 

It is best not to memorize the formula, but to remember how it is derived. 

Order Statistics of Uniform Random Variables 

Let Xl"'" Xn be independent random variables each with uniform distribution on 
(0,1). The common density of the X's is 

f(x) = { ~ 

Their common c.d.f. is 

O<x<l 
otherwise 

x<O 
0:::::x:::::1 
x>l 
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By the boxed formula above, the density of the kth order statistic of the n uniform 
random variables is 

O<x<l 

otherwise 

Some of these densities are graphed in Figure 1 on the next page. 

Notice how as n increases, the density for the minimum gets more concentrated 
near 0, the density for the maximum gets more concentrated near 1, and the density 
for the middle value of the X's gets more concentrated near 1/2. This is what you 
would expect intuitively. 

Notice also the functional form of the density: a constant, times x raised to a power, 
times 1 - x raised to a power. This simple form for a density on (0,1) appears in 
many settings. Here is a general definition: 

Beta (r,s) Distribution 
For r, s > 0, the beta (r, s) distribution on (0,1) is defined by the density 

1 r-1(1 )8-1 ---x -x 
B(r,s) 

(O<x<l) 

where 

B(r, s) = 11 xr-1(1 - xy-1dx 

is the normalizing constant which makes the density integrate to 1. 

Viewed as a function of rand s, B(r, s) is called the beta function. 

A comparison of the last two boxes shows the following: 

Beta Distribution of Uniform Order Statistics 
The kth order statistic of n independent uniform (0,1) random variables has 
beta (k, n - k + 1) distribution. 

A nice corollary of the formula for the density of X(k) derived above is that for 
integers rand s, the beta function B(r, s) is evaluated. Since f(k) is a density it must 
integrate to lover [0,1]. So 

11 xk-l(l _ x)n-kdx = _1_ = (k - l)!(n - k)! 
(n-1) , o n k-1 n. 
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FIGURE 1. Densities of order statistics of independent uniform variables. For n = 1,2, ... ,6 
and k = 1,2, ... ,n, the density of the kth order statistic of n independent uniform (0,1) random 

variables, which is the beta density with parameters k and n - k + 1, is plotted as the kth graph 

in the nth row of the diagram. 

4 ~ 
o 1--1 -, ~, 

o 1 

b 
1 I~ 
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Substitute r = k and s = n - k + 1 and recall that f (r) = (r - 1)! for positive integers 
r to get the following result for integers rand s: 

Evaluation of the Beta Integral 
For positive rand s 

B(r, s) = r1 xr-l(l _ x)S-ldx = f(r)f(s) 
io f(r+s) 

The beta (r, s) distribution is defined, and the above evaluation of the beta integral 
is valid, for all positive rand s, not necessarily integers. See Section 5.4, especially 
Exercise 5.4.19 for a proof of this and explanation of the connection between the 
beta and gamma distributions. 

Moments of the beta distribution. The expectation and variance of a beta random 
variable with integer parameters are now easy to calculate. If X has beta distribution 
with positive integer parameters rand s, 

E(X) = r1 x· _1_ xr- 1(1_ xy-1dx io B(r,s) 

= _1_ r1 xCr+1)-l(l _ x)S-ldx 
B(r,s) io 
B(r+1,s) 

B(r, s) 

r!(s - 1)! 

(r+s)! 
r 

r+s 

(r+s-1)! 
(r - l)!(s - 1)! 

E(X2) can be calculated in the same way, and used to find a formula for the variance 
of X. This is left as an exercise. 

The kth order statistic of n independent uniform (0,1) random variables has beta 
distribution with parameters k and n - k + 1, so 

k 
E(XCk)) =-­

n+1 

Thus the smallest of four uniform random numbers is expected to be around 1/5, 
the next smallest around 2/5, the third smallest around 3/5, and the largest around 
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4/5. In other words, if you think of picking four points at random from [0,1] as 
cutting the interval into five pieces 

)( )( )( )( 

all the pieces are expected to have the same length. In fact, more is true: It can be 

shown that when an interval is split at random like this by any number of indepen­
dent uniform random points, the length of each piece has the same beta distribution 
as the length of the first piece. See Chapter 6 Review Exercise 32. 

Exercises 4.6 
1. Four people agree to meet at a cafe at noon. Suppose each person arrives at a time 

normally distributed with mean 12 noon and SI) 5 minutes, independently of all the 
others. 

a) What is the chance that the first person to arrive at the cafe gets there before 
11:50? 

b) What is the chance that some of the four have still not arrived at 12:15? 

c) Approximately what is the chance that the second person to arrive gets there 
within ten seconds of noon? 

2. Let X have beta (r,8) distribution. 

a) Find E(X2), and use the formula for E(X) given in this section to find Var(X). 

b) Find a formula for E(Xk), for integers k ~ 1. 

3. Let U(1), ... , U(n) be the values of n independent uniform (0,1) variables arranged in 
increasing order. Let O:S: x < y :s: 1. Find simple formulae for: 

a) P(U(1) > x and U(n) < y); b) P(U(1) > x and U(n) > y); 

c) P(U(1) < x and U(n) < y); d) P(U(l) < x and U(n) > y); 

e) P(U(k) < x and U(k+l) > y) for 1:S: k :s: n - 1; 

o P(U(k) < x and U(k+2) > y) for 1:S: k :s: n - 2. 

4. Let X = min (5, T) and Y = max(5, T) for independent random variables 5 and T 
with a common density f. Let Z denote the indicator of the event 5 < T. 

a) What is the distribution of Z? 

b) Are X and Z independent? Are Y and Z independent? Are (X, Y) and Z inde­
pendent? 

c) How can these conclusions be extended to the order statistics of three or more 
independent random variables with the same distribution? 

5. C.d.f. of the beta distribution for integer parameters. 

a) Let Xl, X 2, ... , X n be independent uniform (0, 1) random variables, and let X (k) 

be the kth order statistic of the X's. Find the c.d.f. of X(k) by expressing the event 
X(k) :s: x in terms of the number of Xi that are :s: x. 
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b) Use a) to show that for positive integers rand s, the c.d.f. of the beta (r, s) 
distribution is given by 

c) Expand the power of (1 - x) in the beta density using the binomial theorem, and 
then integrate, to obtain the following alternative formula for the c.d.f. of the beta 
(r, s) distribution: 

~ ~(S-:-l)(_lrxi/(r+i) 
B(r, s) L.J t 

,=0 
(O:::;x:::;l) 

[Equating the results of these two calculations yields an algebraic identity that is not 
easy to prove directly.] 
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Continuous Distributions: Summary 
For a random variable X with probability density f (x): 

Differential formula: P(X E dx) = f(x)dx. 

Integral formula: P(a ~ X ~ b) = lb f(x)dx. 

Interpretation: f (x) is the chance per unit length for values of X near x. 

Properties of j(x): Non-negative, total integral 1. 

Expectation of a function g of X 

E ((g(X)) = I: g(x)f(x)dx provided I: Ig(x)lf(x)dx < 00 

Uniform, exponential, normal distributions: See Distribution Summaries. 

Hazard rates 
Let T be a positive random variable with probability density f. Think of T as the lifetime of 
a component. The hazard rate (or failure rate, or death rate) function >,(t) is the probability 
per unit time that the component will fail just after time t, given that it has survived up to 
time t 

peT E dtlT > t) = >,(t)dt 

For relations between A and the density, survival function, etc., ofT, see the table "Random 
Lifetimes" on page 297. 

Expectation from the survival function: For a non-negative random variable T, 

E(T) = 100 G(t)dt 

where G(t) = P(T > t) is the survival function of T. 

One-to-one change of variable for densities 
Let X be a random variable with density f x (x) in the range (a, b). 

Let Y = g(X) where g is either strictly increasing or strictly decreasing on (a, b). The 
range of Y is then an interval with endpoints g(a) and g(b). And the density of Yon this 
interval is 
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fy(y) = fx(x) / I ~~ I 

where dy/dx is the derivative of y = g(x), and g-l is the inverse function of g. 

Linear change of variable for densities: 

1 (y - b) faX+b(Y) = ~ fx -a-

Change of variable principle: If X has the same distribution as Y, then g(X) has the 
same distribution as g(Y), for any function g. 

Cumulative distribution function of X: F(x) = P(X :::; x) 

If the distribution has a density f (x), then 

F(x) = [Xoo f(y) dy 

and the density function at x is the derivative of the c.d.f. at x 

provided F'(x) is continuous at x. 

Percentiles 

f(x) = dF(x) = F'(x) 
dx 

The kth percentile point of a distribution is the value x such that F(x) = k/lOO, written 
x = F-1(k/lOO), where F- 1 is the inverse c.d.f 

Transformation by the inverse c.d.f. 
If U has uniform (0,1) distribution, then F-l(U) has c.d.f. F. 

Order statistics 
If Xl, ... ,Xn are independent with common density f and c.d.f. F, then the kth order 
statistic X (k), that is, the kth smallest value among the Xl, ... , X n, has density 

fX(k) (x) = nf(x) (~= ~) (F(x))k-l (1 - F(x)t-k 

If the Xi have uniform (0, 1) distribution, then XCk) has beta (k, n - k + 1) distribution. 
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Review Exercises 
1. Suppose atoms of a given kind have an exponentially distributed lifetime with rate A. 

Let X t be the number of atoms still present at ,ime t ;::: 0, starting from Xo = n. Find 
formulae in terms of n, t, and A for a) E(Xt); b) Var(X t ). 

2. Find the constant c which makes the function f(x) = C(X+X2) for 0 < x < 1 the density 
of a probability distribution on (0,1). Find the corresponding c.dJ. F(x). Sketch the 
graphs of f(x) and F(x). Find the expectation fL and standard deviation (j of a random 
variable X with this distribution. Mark the points fL, fL + (j on your graphs. 

3. Let Y1 , Y2 , and Y3 be three points chosen independently and uniformly from (0, 1), and 
let X be the rightmost (largest) point. Find the c.dJ., density function, and expectation 
of X. 

4. Let X be a random variable with density f(x) = 0.5e- lxl (-00 < x < (0). Find: 

a) P(X < 1); b) E(X) and SD(X); c) the c.dJ. of X2 

5. An ambulance station, 30 miles from one end of a 100-mile road, services accidents 
along the whole road. Suppose accidents occur with uniform distribution along the 
road, and the ambulance can travel at 60 miles an hour. Let T minutes be the response 
time (between when accident occurs and when ambulance arrives). 

a) Find P(T > 30). 

b) Find P(T > t) as a function of t. Sketch its graph. 

c) Calculate the density function of T. 

d) Calculate the mean and standard deviation of T. 

e) What would be a better place for the station? Explain. 

6. Electrical components of a particular type have exponentially distributed lifetimes with 
mean 48 hours. In one application the component is replaced by a new one if it fails 
before 48 hours, and in case it survives 48 hours it is replaced by a new one anyway. 
Let T represent the potential lifetime of a component in continuous use, and U the time 
of such a component in use with the above replacement policy. Sketch the graphs of: 

a) the c.dJ. of T; b) the c.dJ. of U. Is U discrete, continuous, or neither? 

c) Find E(U). [Hint: Express U as a function of T.) 

d) Does the replacement policy serve any good purpose? Explain. 

7. Two-sided exponential distribution. Suppose X with range (-00, (0) has density 
f(x) = o:e-!3lxl where 0: and (3 are positive constants. 

a) Express 0: in terms of (3. b) Find E(X) and Var(X) in terms of (3. 

c) Find P(IXI > y) in terms of y and (3. d) Find P(X :::; x) in terms of x and (3. 

8. The principle of ignoring constants. In calculating the density of a random variable 
X, a quick method is to ignore constant factors as you go along, to end up with an 
answer of the form P(X E dx)/dx = f(x) with f(x) = c h(x) for a known function 
h(x) and mystery constant c. The point is that provided your calculation has been 
consistent with the basic rules of probability, the density of X must integrate to 1, so 

J c h(x) dx = J f(x) dx = 1 
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a) Use this identity to evaluate c in terms of J h(x) dx. 

b) You can often recognize at the end of a calculation that h( x) = C1 h (x) for some 
named density h(x) (e.g. one of the densities displayed in the table on page 477 
and some constant C1. Deduce that then c = 1/ C1 and f (x) = h (x). 

Use this method to evaluate the constant factor c that makes ch(x) a probability density 
for each of the following functions h(x), assumed to be zero except for the indicated 
range of x, and find E(X) and Var(X) in each case from the table on page 477. 

_ 1. x2 ( ) c) e 2 -00 < x < 00 

e) 1 (0 < :r < 10) 0 e- 5x 

d)x (O<x<l) 

(x > 0) 

9. Use the method of Exercise 8 to evaluate the constant factor c that makes f(x) = ch(x) 
a probability density for each of the following functions h(x), assumed to be zero except 
for the indicated range of x, where a and b are positive parameters. Also find E(X) 
and Var(X) in each case: 

a) e-(x-a)2 (-00 < x < (0); 

c) e-aX x5 (x > 0); d) e-a1xl 

e) .r7 (1 - X)9 (0 < X < 1); 

10. Evaluate the following integrals: 

b) e-(X-fl)2/ b2 (-00 < .r < (0); 

(-00 < x < (0); 

Ox'(b-X)9 (O<x<b). 

100 

x 2 
a) 0 e- dx; 11 

_,,2 
b) a e . dx; 100 

_:r2 
c) a .r e dx; 100 

2 _x 2 
d) a 1; e dx. 

11. Evaluate the following integrals: 

100 
'3 _z2 

a) a z' e dz; c) 1100 
2 2 

o x (100 - x) dx. 

12. A Geiger counter is recording background radiation at an average rate of 2 hits per 
minute; the hits may be modeled as a Poisson process. Let T be the time (in minutes) 
of the third hit after the machine is switched on. Find P(l < T < 3). 

13. Local calls are coming into a telephone exchange according to a Poisson process with 
rate Aloe calls per minute. Independently of this, long-distance calls are coming in at a 
rate of Adis calls per minute. Write down expressions for probabilities of the following 
events: 

a) exactly 5 local calls and 3 long-distance calls come in a given minute; 

b) exactly 50 calls (counting both local and long distance) come in a given three­
minute period; 

c) starting from a fixed time, the first ten calls to arrive are local. 

14. Particles arrive at a Geiger counter according to a Poisson process with rate 3 per 
minute. 

a) Find the chance that less than 4 particles arrive in the time interval 0 to 2 minutes. 

b) Let Tn minutes denote the arrival time of the nth particle. Find 



336 Review Exercises 

c) Find the conditional distribution of the number of arrivals in 0 to 2 minutes, 
given that there were 10 arrivals in 0 to 4 minutes. Recognize this as a named 
distribution, and state the parameters. 

15. Two Geiger counters record arrivals of radioactive particles. Particles arrive at Counter 
I according to a Poisson process, at an average rate of 3 per minute. Independently, 
particles arrive at Counter II at an average rate of 4 per minute, also according to a 
Poisson process. In a particular one-minute period, the counters recorded at total of 8 
arrivals. Given this, what is the chance that each counter recorded four arrivals? 

16. Cars arrive at a toll booth according to a Poisson process at a rate of 3 arrivals per 
minute. 

a) What is the probability that the third car arrives within three minutes of the first 
car? 

b) Of the cars arriving at the booth, it is known that over the long run 60% are 
Japanese imports. What is the probability that in a given ten-minute interval, 
15 cars arrive at the booth, and 10 of these are Japanese imports? State your 
assumptions clearly. 

17. Show that T has exponential distribution with rate A if and only if 

P(T'5:,t)=l-e->..t forall O'5:,t<oo 

18. Bus lines A, E, and C service a particular stop. Suppose the lines come as indepen­
dent Poisson processes with rates AA, AB, and AG buses per hour respectively. Find 
expressions for the following probabilities: 

a) exactly one A bus, two E buses, and one C bus come to the stop in a given 
hour; 

b) a total of 7 buses come to the stop in a given two hour time period; 

c) starting from a fixed time, the first A bus arrives after t hours. 

19. A piece of rock contains 1020 atoms of a particular substance, each with a half-life of 
one century. How many centuries must pass before: 

a) most likely about 100 atoms remain; 

b) there is about a 50% chance that at least one atom remains. 

20. Hazard rates (refers to Section 4.3) Suppose a component with constant failure rate 
A is backed up by a second similar component. When the first component burns out the 
second is installed, and is thereafter subject to failure at the same rate A, independently 
of when it was installed and how long it has been in use. Let T be the total time to 
failure of both components. Find for T: 

a) the density function; b) the survival function; c) the hazard rate function. 

d) Suppose A = 1 per hour. Given T :::: 2 hours, what is the approximate probability 
of failure in the next minute? 

21. Suppose Rl and R2 are two independent random variables with the same density 
function f(x) = xexp (_~X2) for x:::: O. Find 

(a) the density of Y = min {Rl, R2}; b) the density of y2; c) E(y2). 
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22. Let X be a random variable that has a uniform distribution on the interval (O,a). 

a) Find the c.dJ. of Y = min (X, a/2). 

b) Is the distribution of Y continuous? Explain. c) Find E(Y). 

23. An earthquake of magnitude M releases energy X such that M = log X. For earth­
quakes of magnitude greater that 3, suppose that M - 3 has an exponential distribution 
with mean 2. 

a) Find E(M) and Var(M) for an earthquake of magnitude greater than 3. 

b) For an earthquake as in part a), find the density of X. 

c) Consider two earthquakes, both of magnitude greater than 3. What is the proba­
bility that the magnitude of the smaller earthquake is greater than 4? Assume that 
the magnitudes of the two earthquakes are independent of each other. 

24. Suppose stop lights at an intersection alternately show green for one minute, red for 
one minute (ignore amber). Suppose a car arrives at the lights at a time distributed 
uniformly at random relative to this cycle. Let X be the delay of the car at the lights, 
neglecting any delay due to traffic congestion. 

a) Find a formula for the c.d.f. of X, and sketch its graph. 

b) Is X discrete, continuous, or neither? c) Find E(X) and Var(X). 

d) Suppose that the car encounters a succession of ten such stop lights. Make an 
independence assumption and use the normal approximation to estimate the 
probability that the car will be delayed more than four minutes by the lights. 

25. Suppose the random variable U is distributed uniformly on the interval (0,1). Find: 

a) the density of the random variable Y = min {U, 1 - U} (indicate where the 
density is positive); 

b) the density of 2Y; c) E(Y) and Var(Y). 

26. Suppose that the weight Wt of a tumor after time t is modeled by the formula W t = 
X etY where X and Yare independent random variables, X distributed according to 
a gamma distribution with mean 2 and variance 1, and Y distributed uniformly on 1 to 
1.5. Find formulae for: a) E(Wt}; h) SD(Wt}. 

27. Suppose Ul , U2 , ... are independent uniform (0,1) variables, and let N be the first 
n ~ 2 such that Un > Un-l. Show that for ° ~ u ~ 1: 

u n - l un 
a) P(Ul ~ u and N = n) = (n _ I)! n! n ~ 2; 

b) P(Ul ~ u and N is even) = 1 - e- u . 

c) E(N) = e. 

28. A point is chosen uniformly at random from the circumference of a circle of diameter 
1. Let X be the length of the chord joining the random point to an arbitrary fixed point 
on the circumference. Find: a) the c.dJ. of X; b) E(X); c) Var(X). 
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29. A gambling game works as follows. A random variable X is produced; you win $1 if 
X> 0 and you lose $1 if X < O. Suppose first that X has a normal (0,1) distribution. 
Then the game is clearly "fair". Now suppose the casino gives you the following option. 
You can make X have a normal (b, 1) distribulion, but to do so you have to pay $cb 
which is not returned to you even if you win. Here c > 0 is set by the casino, but you 
can choose any b > O. 

a) For what values of c is it advantageous for you to use this option? 

b) For these values of c, what value of b should you choose? 

30. A manufacturing process produces ball bearings with diameters which are indepen­
dent and normally distributed with mean 0.250 inches and SD 0.001 inches. In a high­
precision application, 16 bearings are arranged in a ring. The specifications are that: 

(i) each bearing must be between 0.249 and 0.251 inches in diameter; 
(ii) the sum of the diameters of the 16 bearings must be between 3.995 and 4.005 

inches. 

a) What is the expected number of bearings which must be produced by the process 
to obtain 16 satisfying specification (O? 

b) Given 16 bearings obtained like this, what is the chance that they meet specifi­
cation (ii)? 

[Hint for b): Write x2¢(x) = x[x¢(x)] and use integration by parts to show that I: x2¢(x)dx = 21>(z) - 1 - 2z¢(z).] 

31. The skew-normal pseudo-density. Referring to the end of Section 3.3, let 

B 2 1>o(z) = 1>(z) - 6(z - l)¢(z) 

This is the substitute for the normal c.d.f. 1>(z) which for ~ i= 0 typically gives a better 
approximation than 1>(z) to the c.d.f. of a random variable with mean zero, variance 1 
and third moment B. 

a) Let ¢o(z) = 1:;-1>0 (z). Show ¢o(z) = [1 - ~(3z - Z3)]¢(Z). 
b) Show that for every B I: ¢o(z)dz = 1; I: z¢o(z)dz = 0; I: z2¢0(z)dz = 1; I: z3¢0(z)dz = B 

[So ¢o (z) is very like the probability density of a distribution with mean zero, 
variance 1 and third moment B. This explains the choice B = Skewness(X) = 
E(K;) in the skew-normal approximation to the distribution of a standardized 
variable X* = (X - f.L)/0".] 

c) Show that ¢o is negative for large negative z if B > 0, and negative for large 
positive z if B < o. So for B i= 0, ¢o(z) is in fact not a probability density. It may 
be called instead a pseudo-density. 

d) Find a probability in the Poisson(9) distribution whose normal approximation 
with continuity and skewness corrections is a negative number. 

e) Explain carefully why, despite c) and d) the functions ¢1/3(Z) and 1>1/3(Z) pro­
vide practically useful approximations to the Poisson(9) and other distributions 
which are roughly normal in shape but slightly skewed. 


